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(3S0s urge Bio to appoint
substantive Auditor General

By Alfred Koroma

l_nn“ﬂ n"ﬂk Acnnliﬁnn of Civil Society Organizations

has called on President Bio to appoint

1 - a substantive Auditor General o
T = enhance rgnsparency and acoountability in

managament of state resources and siate

- -
Championing

“It ks baraly two yaars now whan the office of

“ i the Auditer General has no subslantive
ﬂumm““l v parsen appainted by the President to sarve as

Auditor General,” the Civil Society

B 1 Organizations, Health Alerl and the RMNCAH
“n I m“ ﬂ“ Coalition said in o joint press statement

published yesterday, 22 August. Auditor Ganaral, Lara Taylor-Pearce has

“vi mﬂ “tal Cond, Page 3 been on susponsion sinoe 2021
nviron
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EXeYL. VN SIATH Le 500M: Jagaba boosts APC Mayors, MPs, Councilors

By Alhaji Haruna Sani

eam Jagaban has on behalf of the

Jagaban Foundation presented a

total sum of Five Hundred
Million Leones check and in cash old
Leones (Le.500, 000.000) to the All
Peoples Congress (APC) party
executives at the party headguarters in
Freetown.
According to the team, the money is
meant to continue to courage the
elected APC Members of Parliament,
Mayors and Councillors, who boyeotted
governance ag sugrested by the party,
Mohamed Lamin Fulah, National
Public Relation Officer. Team Jagaban
said Sheku Mohamed Omodu Kamara
aka Jagaba made the donation in order
to consolidate the sacrifice made by the
APC elected officials stand for the
interest of the party,
He said the money is a small token
which shows appreciations of the
selfless service of the party elected
officials,
While officially presenting the sum to
the APC Executives, Adel Karim
Dandas, National Campaign Manager,
Team Jagaban explained the
breakdown of the money.
He zaid 52 MPs will receive 209 Million
ld Leones and the Mavors and their
Deputies will receive 38 Million Old
Leones and the Councilors 236,500
Million.
He said Jagaban is very steadfast in
ensuring that the APC remains strong

despite the fight to bring the party
down.

He, on behalf of Jagaban, thanked the
party executives for their resilience and
hard work, strength and power in
ensuring the right things are done.
Current Leader of the APC, Dr. Samura
Mathew Wilson Kamara highlighted
several assistances Sheik Mohamed
Kamara has been offering to Sierra
Leone in the US.

He said the party will never prefer
taking to the street instead of thriving
toa peaceful path.

The APC Secretary General, on behalf
of the party thanked Team Jagaban
and Jagaban for remembering the
party at a difficult.

He emphasised that it is not only about
the money, but that the monev iz a
symbol of love and support to manifest
to the APC elected officials that people
are watching them and are in solidarity
with them.

Dumbuya also thanked the APC elected
officials for their sacrifice despite the
continuous temptation and anxiety.
Deputy Chairman of the APC described
the donation as a token that sends a
message to those who made themselves
as sacrificial lamb against egregious
against democracy,

He said the APC will not do anvthing
unlawful, as it would zeek justice
through lawful means in accordance
with law.

(30s urge Bio to appoint substantive Auitor General

From Cover

In November 2021, President Bio
controversially suspended the country's
substantive Auditor General, Lara
Tavlor-Pearce along with her deputy,
Tamba Momoh. Tavlor-Pearce's
suspension came just weeks before she
was due to present a hard-hitting audit
report on the pgovernment's 2020
financial expenditure.

After suspending her. the President set
up a three-man tribunal to investigate
the Auditor General and her deputy for
alleped misconduct and lack of
professional performance. Sinee then,
there has been no head way on the
outcome of the tribumal. And the
country has rounded two financial
years without a substantive Auditor
General.

Abdul Aziz, then Deputy Auditor
General of Ministries and Loeal
Authorities at Audit Service Sierra
Leone was chosen by the President to
act as Acting Auditor General in the
ahzence of Tavlor-Pearce.

The office of the Auditor-General 15 very
eritical in overseeing the management
of state resources and state funds, the
Executive Director of Health Alert,
Victor Lansana Koroma told the press
during the organization's meeting with
the press and other CS0s.

The Audit Service Act of 2014 demands
the appointment of an Auditor-General
as head of the Audit Service Sierra
Leone, in line with Section 1189 of the
country's Constitution,

“The role of the Auditor-General is
pivotal 1n ensuring the effective
management of public resources and
uncovering instances of corruption and
mismanagement of the state resources

hence safeguard the nation's finances
and promote accountability,” Health
Alert and RMNCAH Coalition wrote in

their press statement.

“The absence of a competent and
substantive Auditor-General
jeopardizes the government's ability to
maintain fiscal discipline and
accountable uze of public resources,”
the C80= added. describing the
Auditor General's office as an eszential
component of the country's governance
system  that restores conflidence in
donors and other development
partners,

They reiterated that the need to
appoint a substantive Auditor General
is urgent, and it gives confidence to the
donors, multilateral and hi-lateral
partners in the management of public
funds and ensure the government's

adherence to sound financial
practices,
Health Alert and the EMNCAH

Coalition also urged for the financial
and operational independence of the
Audit Service Sierra Leone to be
respected and not subjected to the
direction or control of any person or
authority.

Secretary General of the APC receiving the check on behalf the party

specialist: 60’ of drug addicts
are secondary school Kids

By Hassan
G. Koroma

enior Specialist at

the country's

mental health
hospital has disclosed
that 60% of drug addicts
currently admitted in the
hospital are secondary
achool pupils, while 11%
are university students.

He further disclosed that
10% of the cases
children between 10to 15
yvears old, adding that
one third of the cases are
unemploved vouth with
only 12% emploved.

He said the data shows
that harmful drug is not
only taken by jobless vouth, but also
eainfully employed vouth as well.

Dr. Abdul Jalloh was addressing the
press at the Mimistry of Information
weekly press briefing on the state of
drug abuse 1n the country.

He said they collect data on the use of
drugs in the country in every six
month, adding that from 2020 to 2022
they have registered about 2,800
cazesof drug abuse,

He stated that there was huge
increase in drug abuse from 2% in

are

-

2020 to 40% in 2022,

He said 30% mental health cases are
caused by the use of tramadol and
63% are caused by kush | adding that
92% of the cases are male and 72% are
between the ages of 20 to 34,

He said 72% of the cases are youth
within the urban area.

Dr. Jalloh said the intake of drugs
affect the human bramn and also
causes several damage tothe kidney,
liver and the heart, hence many
addicts are experiencing swaollen foot,

Three jailed for alleged arson

By Mohamed J Kargbo

dekalie Suma, Mohamed
Bangura and Kamanda
Sankoh made another

appearance before Magistrate Mark
Ngeha of the Pademba Road Court
No.1 and they were remanded to the
Male Correctional Centre at
Pademba Road for alleged arson.
The accused persons were before the
court on a count charge to wit arson
contrary to Section 3 of the
Malicious Damage Act 1861,

It was alleged that on a certain date,

6 July 2022 at No.4 Mammah Lane,
Kambia., Ravberay Village,all the
accused persons did burn down the
house of one Abu Bakkarr Sulaiman
Kamara.

When the file was mentioned, the
prosecutor told the Bench that the
witness was absent, so he sought for
one last date for him to make the
witness available in court,

The matter was adjourned to the Tth
September 2023 for further hearings
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EXYZVR5 7] Leone Rock Metal Group: Championing community
upliftment and environmental consciousness

reetown, Sierra Leone -

In a world where

Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives often
face skepticism, Leone Rock
Metal Group (LRMG) has
emerged as an exemplary force
dedicated to community
upliftment. On August 19th,
2023, the company celebrated a
significant milestone with the
inauguration of a solar-
powered borehole in Sorgorma
Village. This extraordinary
initiative not only provides
access to clean and safe
drinking water for a
community that has long
suffered from its absence but
also promotes renewable
energy and environmental
consciousness.
The event showeased the power
of collective efforts in driving
positive change, with
distinguished guests including
the Deputy NRA
Commissioner General's
Representative, MP
Representative, Councilor,
Paramount Chiefs, Section
Chiefs, LRMG representatives,
and enthusiastic villagers in
attendance.
Hannah Fornah, the Public
Relations Officer of LRMG,
addressed the gathering,
emphasizing the company's
unwavering commitment to
community development and
the crucial significance of
water facilities. She
highlighted the collaborative
partnership between LRMG
and the Sorgorma community
as the driving force behind the
sustainable progress of this
transformative project.
Augustine K. Luseni, the
representative for the Deputy
NRA Commissioner General,
spoke on behalf of the
Sorgorma community,

expressing heartfelt

appreciation for LRM(G's role
in enhancing sanitation and
overall health in their
community. Mr. Luseni
poignantly highlighted the
daily struggles faced by the
people of Sorgorma, who had to
embark on arduous journeys
over long distances to fetch
water. This burden not only
affected their physical well-
being but also hindered
economic activities and overall
health.

Councillor Alhaji Sheriff
echoed these sentiments,
underscoring the significant
impact this new water =source
would have on health,
sanitation, and economic
growth in the community. He
commended LRMG for their
dedication to uplifting the lives
of the residents of Sorgorma.
Paramount Chief Mohamed T.
Musa extended heartfelt
thanks to LEMG, foreseeing
lasting benefits for future
generations. He passionately
emphasized that the impact of
this solar-powered borehole
would echo through
generations, allowing children
to focus more on their
education and empowering
women to engage in income-
generating activities that
would uplift the entire village,
This initiative, he stressed,
was not just a one-time gift but
a foundation for long-term
progress and prosperity.
LEMG's commitment to
community well-being serves
as an inspiring example for
businesses worldwide, It goes
beyond mere philanthropy,
reminding us of the intrinsic
link between a company's
success and the communities it
serves. In Sorgorma, LRMG

has delivered more than just
water; they have delivered
hope, progress, and a brighter
future. As we celebrate this
remarkable milestone, let us
commend their unwavering
dedication to creating positive
change,

In addition to the inauguration
of the solar-powered horehole,
LRMG further demonstrated
their commitment to uplifting
Sierra Leone by making
significant donations to
various organizations. On the
same day, the company
contributed NLe 40,000 to the
Youth and Children Advocacy

Panel to support youth
activities in the country, This
donation will have far-

reaching benefits in
empowering the youth and
fostering their growth.

LRMG also donated NLe
20,000 to the Kantaya Women
Development Organization,
aiding women in the Malama
community in Freetown. This
generous contribution will
support the organization in
purchasing equipment for their
vocational training programs,
enabling women to enhance
their skills and improve their
livelihoods.

Leone Rock Metal Group's
efforts serve as a shining
example of the positive impact
businesses can have when they
prioritize social responsibility.
Through their dedication to
community well-being,
environmental consciousness,
and investments in Sierra
Leone's future, LRMG is
paving the way for a brighter
and more sustainable
tomorrow.
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] New social wnlfara minister amllamls Prasnlant Bio

By Yusufu 5. Bangura

hile receiving the offlicial
handing over note from the
outgoing Minister of Social

Welfare, the newly appointed
minister, Melrose Karminty has
expressed her profound gratitude and
indebtedness to Prezident Bio for hey
appointment minister of social
welfare,

According to Minister Karminty, her
ministry has been charged with the
responsibility of empowering and
transforming the lives of vulnerahle or
underprivileged persons and families
including wvoung people, women,
children, the elderly, and persons with
disahilities,

She added that such is done through
coordinated development and
implementation of laws, policies, and
programs that promote their welfare
and safeguard their rights including
religious tolerance.

She said the president is very much
concerned and passionate about those
concerns.

She went on to state that President Bio
13 a leader that cares and cherishes the
rights of vulnerable groups especially
women and children, noting that zince
the president has trusted and
appointed her, she will do all it takes to
ensure that wvulnerable groups are
protected and catered for,

She called on everyone to come on
board in order to ensure that

President Bio's five goals are attained

as

as 1t will eventually lead to the
development and betterment of
citizens,

She saild her ministry is a hub that
touches everywhere and everyone, as
the ministry significantly has to do
with people and their welfare,

She concluded by admonishing
citizens to have trust in the Bio led
government and stop the propaganda
and sabotage war, as it will take the
country nowhere,

The outgoing Minister of Social
Welfare, Banidu Dassama Kamara
thanked President Bio for giving her
the opportunity to serve in his first
term as mimster of social welfare and
she thanked everyone in the ministry
for their support.

She started by highlighting some of

her achievements while she was the
minister, adding that she supported
vulnerable people across the country
during the Covid-19 pandemic, the
2017 August 14 mudslide among
others.

She added that they trained social
welfare staffs, enacted the laws and
policies that will help protect children
from human trafficking, sexual
penetration, and early marriage.

She said the major challenge of the
ministry is the outstanding debt to
contractors for the supply of diet to
remand homes in Freetown and Bo.
She zaid thev have awarded contract

to contractors for the rehahilitation of

the remand home in Bo and Approved

of SWAGGER.

name. Amen.

Happy Birth Manager Joseph
Bunton I:Imstlnu I(nrnma

Let me introduce the heavy weight champion, the tycoon, the baron, the
Jagaban, the Paparel, the Odougu, the Mansa Musa and the Guru Nanak

Happy birthday to the wonderful man with a beautiful soul.

You deserve the biggest, most wonderful birthday today as you have the
most beautiful soul and the kindest heart. You truly are one in a million
and a very special person. Happy birthday to the biggest Manager Papani
Koroma; the boss that never toy with swag.

Age gracefully and continue to count your blessings one by one in JESUS

school, but
paid,

She said another challenge faced by
the ministry is the inadequate
building for staffs, as two of their
builldings were destroved by the fire
incident that occurred in 2020 and
2022 yespectively,

She said they are constrained with
official wvehicles for the smooth
running of the ministry, but however,
they received 84 motorhikes and 60
tablets from UNICEF,

“Our opinion sometimes different, our

that they are vet to be

- BUI of
EDITORS

' SIFRALFONE

—

;.
|+'
1

ideas did not alwayvs march., but no
matter what happened we find a way
to achieve our roles because our work
was alwavs for the most vulnerable in
the society and we always bear in mind
that our work is service delivery to the
most privileged. If our work is about
service, dignity and social justice, good
relationship is the most important. |
wish for this ministry to be the number
one ministry in this country because
social service is key and we have the
most vulnerable people.” she
mentioned.
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o i oy rovelng i g st
African Union suspends Niger due to military coup

nion suspended Niger, the scene of a
coup detal since July 26th, and told its
members to avoid any action that might
legitimize the junta.
The confinental organization also disengaged
itself from west African regional bloc ECOWAS
after axpressing resarvations about a possible
military intervention to restore President
Mohamed Bazoum according to & press release
issued on Tuesday.
Meeting on August 1dth, the AL Peace and
Security Council decided to immediately
suspend the participation of the Republic of Niger
from all ALl activities, its organs, and institutions
until the effective restoration of constitubonal
order in the country, according to a press release
on Tuesday,
It calis on the AU Commission o "assess the
economic, social and security implications” of
such a deployment, while clearly stating its
preference for the diplomatic route.
The PSC supports "the efforts of Ecowas in its
sustained commitment to the resioration of
constitulional order through diplomatic means”
and affirms its “strong support for Ecowas’
tireless efforts towards the peaceful restoration of
constitutional order” in Miger.
And It "invites the military junta in MNiger to
cooperate with Ecowas and the AL with a view to
the peaceful and rapid restoration of
constitutional order”,
It also calls on member states to "fully implement
the sanctions imposed by Ecowas" against Niger,
while requesting their "progressive application”
and that their "disproportionate effect on the
citizans of Miger™ be minimized,
"Motawalkinthe Park"
Following the military overthrow of President
Bazoum Ecowas announced on August 10 its
intention to deploy a West African force ™o
restore constitutional arder in Niger”. Details of
this oparation, including its date, are unknown
Ecowas reiferatas its preference for a diplomatic
solution, but continees to threaten the use of
force, despite dissenting voices on this wvery
subiject from within the organization.
On Friday, after a meeting of West African chiefs

of staff in Accra, the Ecowas Commissioner for
Political Affairs, Peace and Security, Abdel-Fatau
Musah, affirmed that “the day of intervention” had
been set, as had "the strategic objectives, the
necessary equipment and the commitment of
member states”™,

“If an aggression were 1o be underaken agains
us, It would not be the walk in the park that some
people believe it to be", replied to Niger's new
strongman, General Abdourahamane Tiani, on
Saturday, shortly after announcing a transition of
three years maximum before the return of power
to civilians.

Ecowas firmly rejected this tmetable; announced
while a West African delegation was in Niamey to
zeak a peaceful solution to the crisis,

"& three-year lransition period is a joke. Ecowas
will never accept it", said Abdel-Fatau Musah:
"We want constitutional order to be restored as
quickly as possible”.

Among Miger's main international partners,
France declared its full support for Ecowas, while
the United States called for a peaceful resolution
o the erisis.

Some 1,500 French and 1,100 US troops are
deployed in Miger as part of the Sahel's anti-
jihadist campaign

Finally, the PSC says it “firmly rejects any
external interference by an actor or country from
outside the continent”™ {...) "including
commitmants by private military companies”, ina
likely reference to the Kramlin-linked paramilitary
group Wagner, which operatas notably in Mali,
Miger has become the fourth West African
country to suffer a coup d'étal since 2020, after
Burkina Faso, Guinea, and Mali

The coup in Niger has caused alarm among
Western allies, who fear it could threaten the
Trans-Saharan gas pipeline project set to link
Migeria and Algeria from 2027 to transport natural
gas o Europe.

Since the overthrow of President Bazoum's
regime, fears of instability in the Sahel region,
which is facing growing insurgencaes by jihadist
groups linked to al-Caeda and the Islamic State
group, have also been menticned

Nigeria's president inaugurates cabinet
to tackle al:nnnmlt: security woes

igeria’s new leader, Bola Tinubu, on

Monday, presided over an inauguration

ceremony for his govemment of 45
ministers, calling on them o boost people’s
canfidence as the country faces serious economic
and secunly challanges.
“The challenges we face today are enormous, yes,
but amidst all these challenges, we have the
opporunity 1o implemant long-awaited reforms,”
said the president, elected in February during a poll
still disputed in court and who ook office at the and
of May.
This government is larger than that of his
predecassor, Muhammadu Buhari, which consisted
of 36 ministers during his first term. Under the
Migerian Constitution, the president must include in
his government a representative from each of the
country’s 36 slatas.,
Since taking office, Bola Tinubu has launched a
wide range of reformz aimed at revitalizing the
acanomy and investment, bul these Initiativas have
led 1o a sudden rise in the cost of living, angering the
popuiation.
On May 29, al the fime of his inauguration, the
president thus eliminated fuel subsidies, which had
the effect of quadrupling the price of gasaline and
leading to a sharp increase in food prices
Since 2016, Nigerna has been facing a severe
ecanomic crisis which worsened with the pandemic
caused by the coronavirus |, then the Russian
offensive in Ukraine . The currenoy is weak, the
foreign debt enormous, and unemployment is
rampant.
Tha masi popubous country in Africa is also trying to
fight against armed groups praciicing kidnappings
in parficular in the north-west and the canter, to put
an end to an Islamist insurrection which has been
raging for 14 years in the nonh-gast, and to quell
separatist unrest in the southeast
Less than 20% of cabinet members are womean,
continuing a8 lang ftradition of low female

Migeria's President, Bola Tinubu, arrives al the
closing session of the New Global ... -
Copyright @ africanews Lewis Joly/Copyright
2023 The AP, All rights reserved.

representation in governance in Nigeria. Along with
private seclor technocrats, the ministers also
include several party loyalists, Including former
governars who have halped rally support for Mr
Tinubu

Among the key positions, Finance has been
entrusied to Wale Edun , who previously served
under Bola Tinubu as Commissioner of Finance
whan the latter was Governor of Lagos State from
1959 to 2007, Wale Edun will also be the Minister
responsible for the coordination of the Economy.

In Defense was appointed Mohammed Badanu
Abubakar . a wealthy businessman and former
governar, while the Interor portfalio fell to Olubunmi
Ojo, a former parliamentarian. Yusuf Tuggar, who
sarved as Nigerla's ambassador 1o Germany, was
appointed foreign minister,

Ali Pate, a former World Bank director who recently
declined 1o be namad head of the global vaccina
aliance Gawi, has been named health and social
care minister. The president will be in charge of the
oil minisiry, just like his predecessor, but he will be
assisted by a secretary of state, Heineken
Lokpobir, who was minister of agriculture in the
previous adminisiration,

In Africa, Migera is one of the most important
hydrocarbon-producing counfries

A red ribbon is seen during a meeting for World AIDS Day commemaoration event ... -
Copyright £ africanews ARNULFO FRANCO/APZ006

Kenyan man has been directed to pay a

substantial fine of 850,000 shillings

(equivalent to $5600 or £4.400) for
disclosing his friend's alleged HIV status within a
WhatsApp group.
The pivotal judgment emanated from the
esteemed HIV and Aids Tribunal in Kenya, which
underscored the critical principle thal an
individual's HIV status must not be divulged 1o
external parties without securing appropriate
cansent.
The plaintiff asserted that the repercussions of
the message circulated within the WhatsApp
group, comprising a sizable membarship of 170
individuals, were both alarming and distressing.
The fallout from this disclosure led 1o severa
discrimination he encountered, compounding the
emotional distress to such an extent that he has

found it necessary to engage in counsealling.
Significantly, he revealad that the gravity of the
accusation extended to negatively impacting his
marital relationship, creating a profound rift
Moreover, he staunchly denies the veracity of the
disclosed information as presented within the
confines of the contentious WhatsApp group.

In a bid to addrass the multifaceted harm inflicted,
the man has also bean granted a sum of 3,000 KE
shillings, designated as special damages.

This landmark ruling not only exemplifies the far-
reaching consequences of indiscreat information
sharing within digital platforms but also highlights
the gravity with which institutions such as the HIV
and Aids Tribunal in Kenya regard matters of
personal privacy and responsible
communication.

Power cuts in Niger threaten to spoil millions of
vaccines as sanctions take their toll, UN says

he ULM. s spending over 20 times more

maney than usual on fuel for ganerators to

keep millions of vaccines in Miger from
spoiling due fo Incessant power cuts. The
outages are the result of severe economic and
travel sanctions imposead by regional countnies
after mutinous soldiers toppled the country's
president last month,
Country representative for the United Mafions
Children’s Fund in Niger, Stefano Savi, said it has
spent $200,000 powering gensrators o keep
vaccines, including for polio and rotavirus, across
the country cold during the first three weeks of
August. That's up from approximately $10.000 a
manth previously and might soon run out of
maoney, he said.
Miger relies on neighboring Migeria for up to 80%
of its power, but after soldiers ousted
democratically elected President Mohamed
Bazoum in July, Nigeria cul off part of its
alectricity supply as part of zanctions imposed by
the West African regional bloc, ECOWAS.
The sanctions are taking a toll on the population
with the price of goods rising, residents unable to
easily access cash, and people living in the dark.
MNow there are mounting concerns it will gravely
impact the health system, particularly the ability
to keep some 28 milllon vaccine doses in the
country cold
Although there were power cuts before the
sanctions, they usually lasted a few hours, but
now the cuts are much longer - sometimes up to
18 hours a day, said Savi, UNICEF only has
encugh money until the end of August and is
appealing to donors for emergency funds, he
said.
ECOWAS has struggled to stave off coups in the
region - Mall and Burkina Faso have had two
each since 2020 - and views Miger's coup as one
oo many, imposing harsh sanctions and
threatening military force if Bazoum isn't
reinslated. While the threat of force hasnt
matenalized, Niger's junta ignored a deadline to
reinstate Bazoum and last week announced it
would transition to civilian rule within three years
During a weekend meeting between junta leader
Gen. Abdourahmane Tchiani and a delegation
from ECOWAS, Tchiani pushed the bloc to lift the
ganctions and said the military was under

pressure to ease the suffering on the population,
an official in the meeting who was not authonzed
to speak to the media told AP, The official said
Tchiani repeatedly complained about the
sanctions but wasn't willing to give much in retumn
While none of the vaccines have gone had yel,
there’'s concern it could happen, say health
officials. Most of Miger's roughly 1,300 local
health centers are powered by solar panels and
able to keep the vaccines cold, but the capital,
Miamey and regional and district levels rely on
electricity and generators,

"If the situation continues like this, we will run out
of digsel fusl, we will not be able to power the
room with electricity and we might lose all these
vacines that cost (millionz of dollars),” =aid
Mallam Brah Hararou a logistician at the naticnal
vaceine center in Niamey

The sanctions and the junta’s closing of the
alrspace have also prevented goods from coming
into the country, threatening the resupply of
medical equipment and food. UNICEF has somes
50 containers with immunization, cold chain
equipment and therapeutic food stuck at different
entry points unable to get into the country, said a
statement from the group

The only open route by road Is through
neighboring Burkina Faso, which is dangerous
because it's iddied with militant groups.

On Sunday, approximately 300 trucks with food
and other essentlal supplies crossed Into Miger
from Burkina Faso. It was escored by a military
convoy on both sides of the border.

"The issue there is security. As you know the area
is infastad with let's say bandits, who starfad 1o
burn down trucks, But naw with the
professionalizm shown by both armies those
trucks have been able to armve safely," said Col,
Adamou Zarouneye, Niger's regional customs
diractor.

Still, it's unclear how viable that route will be.
Dnvers who transported the goods say they were
stuck for two months in Burkina Faso unable 1o
cross into Miger because of the insecurity,

"I found it difficult on the road," said Bashir Djouri a
truck driver from Ghana. "You can't take roads,
really,” he said.

Credit: Rédaction africanews with AP
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Wednesday, August 23, 2023 .

Sierma Lemme Agribusiness & Rice ¥aloe Cham Suppart Proect (SLARIS) "

Mimistry of dgricalnre & Food Secunty {MAFS) Building
Mayamba, Sierra Leeae

Invitation for Bid
(National Competitive Bidding - NCB)

REQUIREMENT:

RENOVATION AND MODIFICATION OF FARM MANAGEMENT STORE
BUILDING TO A SEED STORAGE COLD ROOM. ROKUPR AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH CENTRE (RARC), KAMBIA

2. Procurement Number: MAFS/SLARIS/CW/SCR/NCB/OO1/2023 - SLARLI SEEDS COLD
FOH M

X Date of Issue: 23 August 2023

4, The Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice value Chain Support Project of the Ministry of

GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE
Environment Protection Agency — Sierra Leone
Minister of Environment
92 Dundas Street, Freetown

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
INVITATION FOR BID
Procurement of High Quality Tool Kits and Safety Gears,

Procurement Sumher: EPASL/EHSNCRG/ 2023

Diawie od First Issue: 14" Augusi 3825,

Ermironment Protection Agency — Siemra Leane is the Agency established by the ERA Act of 2008 as amended in 2014 for the effectae
pratection of the erwronment and other related matters.

T Ervivanmaent Protection Agency - Sierra Leans hes recstved funds frem car donce (Deansy’ Mortrel Protoco! HPMP stags 7| for ihe
procurement af bigh quality basic refngermion and Adr Comlizinning {RAC) Teol Kits and Safety Gears onld now inviates seoled bids from
1" High Uneality Basic Helrigeration and Alr Conditian {AC] Tooks Kirs and Salery {rears

eligilie Bidifers for thesupply

EPA now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply of the under mentioned.

Agriculture {MOA) has received a Grant from the African Development Fund (AfDB) wwards 'ﬁaﬁiiéir‘tr'i" i iﬁwﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁﬂrﬁ =l [0 4 WEEKS
g . g ¥ r TiveErs
the Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice Development Project (SLARIS) and it is intended that :_?n:';.ut: _ |
: L z i : b ] (RAC) 2 Fliers (Electrician & Long aoss) | 250
part of the proceeds ol this grant will be utilized for the renovation and modification of farm Lot-1 Tools T R T Ty T
management store building to a seed storage cold room for the Rokupr Agricultural Research Elits 3 Vinahiight/Hsdinmp :’ 0
Centre (RARC), Kambia, Details as described below: z AdjumRTT Bovker Wrenehes (57| 350
5. Deseription of Works: LA |
[ Cappor Tobe Cultem { D 114 10| 280 1
134T (helow ) |
Bidh‘racnﬂt}' T Haondleld Daills (7 10W) D0 Hamsd . 350
Scope of works Lot | Qty | Amount Estimated Daration of Works TR |
Na, {SLL) £l BeAniTiid graige s01 (for uae with IREL
Lot-1 carbom dHanide (up b 160 har) |
: a Wiecoonles menidold gruge set that | 190
NSLL: 31, Thres (3} Manths “ can T nsed wsmil'l:nmﬁng:o e
S04,00 ) refrigerunis, nmmsnia and high
RENOVATION AND MODIFICATION (Thirty-One Note to the Sucessful Bidder e e |
OF FARM MANAGEMENT STORE Thousand, Five This vk i an urgent requirement and & ::::.i}:::: Gt [
BUILDING TO A SEED STORAGE I | Lot | Hundred New | guiivery neriod is critical to PMU. The line & . : 5
COLD ROOM, ROKLPR Leones) J'rmmJ]r.mml'ﬂﬁ ] bemf!]-.rhef - BPurtnh’“mr:,;J‘.:rl-:Jm“ - =
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH .MP-T.!,M Comtractar o starr mohilization and TE | Hiocmic Hxension Cable 25m ::.1..'\-”“
CENTRE {RARC), KAMBIA waorks immaedlately after award bl the Ti | Funior hand Sre (1 St (677 w...-.—:f'zm
advanced payment i processed and paid by M T il |
SLARIE. (R Fulthmeter | Amprabey Clamg on | 50
1= Hloctrical Tester (Digital Multimeaser (-]
6, Bidding 15 open to all competent Mational Contractors with a valid Conteactor's Classihication restEr) !
Registration Certificate { Class two (2) or better) rom the Mmistry of Works and Public Assets, 16, | Tool Bays (Custarrizod) BT
Sierra Leone i A I~y e vy i LT
(THginnl) |
7. Interested bidders may obtain further information and inspect the idding document at the 8. | Bols Crip Plitel (Jpboed) | 2=5©
office of the Project Manager, Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice value Chain Support Project T8, | Ol machie (1016w} [ o
{SLARIS), MAF Building, Moyamba, between 200 hours and 16.00 hours on week days S0, | Spiet Lavel focm 350
(Monday to Friday only — excluding public holidays). T Thrifist mackin (1070w W
Email: jmpsinahmoasiraicpie gmail.com with copy to kakuaboy (i@ gmail.com B Wyl Covel S i
Tel: +232 76 364800 & +232 769947 T, FT] HiadleLang Mot Taest 0
o[t Bl
#. Bidding documents shall be purchased wpon payment of @ non-refundable fee of SLL EE aliterr hiallas =0
L0000 (one thousand new leones), All payments for purchase of the Bidding document showld E Uity Wil fwith wxim prplscemes Blades] 20
be made tothe SLARS Bank Account with details below: = Tl Lociin B 107 3 127 =0
F ] Vermee Unlbper LT
Bank Name; Raokel Commercial Bank ‘ g “:'“" .::1
- + ] - - - " E g ]
Account Name; Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice value Cham Support Project (SLARIS)  Emmh B
Amm‘ Nn: m.ﬂl.]_ﬂi IQTD i) Tifbs epamler (nel & expamler heads BT
BBan No: O200T02101197079 [LOT O [ Lot Name | Mo | Item Descriptions Cuantitics | Delivery Perbod |
1 a . il i Ciboves | lntleer) vary sides 450 4 WEEES
Address: 25/27 Siaka Stevens Street, Freetown, Sierra Leone = e ey e =
Ref: MAFSSLARS/CW/SCR! NCB/O01/2023 - SLARI SEEDS COLD ROOM 3 Welding Closatcs EE T
¥ A % H ¥ B & ¥ E Far hiaffaFlugs 230
9, S-l..-":.Rif:- upon receipt of prool of pavment, shall provide both printed and glectronics copies E £ e T e .
{0 the Contractor. - o WU NS A—— bR
. = Frs ¢ . 3 § : ¥ Helmet FETH]
10, Bids MUST be clearly marked and delivered to the address below on or before Twelve Noon i e N = S
{12:00) of Tuesday, 26 September 2023, = S :
E] Balfery Flaaher Jacket 250
The Project Manager i Hehimet for BLAL techmicinas FEN]
Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice Value Chain Support Project (SLARIS) I v s

Ministry of Agriculture Building, Movamba, Sierra Leone,

Rel: BID NOLMAFS/SLARIS/CW/SCR/NCBAM 2023 -SLARI SEEDS COLD R(OOM
Tel: +232 76 304800 & +232 76994776,

12, All bids must be accompanied by:

i) Avalid Business registration certificale

b) Bid Security from a reputable Commercial Bank;

cl A valid Contractor's Classification Registration Certificate (Class two and
above only} from Ministry of Works and Public Asscts

d) Avalid Local Council Registration cerlificate

4] Avilid NRA tax clearance certificate:

£ Avalid NASSIT elearance certificate;

e Asigned Integrity Pact; [see artached)

h} Evidence of two (2) similar contract successtully performed/completed in
the last five (5) vears

i) Priced Bill of Quantities (soft copy including drawings to be sent by
email to bidder):

i Signed Bid Form

13. Bids will be publicly opened on Tuesday, 26 September 2023 at 12:15 PM, in the presence
of the bidders' designated representatives and anyone who chooses o attend, at the address
below. Please note, Late bid {s) will be rejected and returmed unopened by SLARIS,

Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice Value Chain Support Project (SLARIS) Ministry of

Agriculture Buildimg, Moyamba, Sierra Leone. Tel: +232 76 364800 & +232 Ta994776

Thisinvitationfor Bids is open to all eligible supplicrs of the above, Nationwide,

Interested Bidders may obiain Darther information and inspect the Bidding docuimnent al the
address below between P a.om. to 445 pom Bidding documents may be puarchased apon
paymrent o o oo -relandable Gee o LeS0dky, 0000, Al pasanent Tor bidding Jocuin ent st b
pavid in to the below consalidated Bank Accoutii:

1. Mmank Mame: Bank of Slerra Leone

Aooount HMPPA-R s from sale of Bldding Documents
Account Number: 0111003981
BEAMN: D000 LOLI1I003I98165

2. Bank Names: Union Trust Bank
Acoourt Mame: Revenue from sale of Bidding Sub Treasury
Account Number: Z10113253-0L
BBEAMN: D0-40011133531 20144

Hids must be delivered to the address below on or before 12 September, 2023 ot 2:00 pomn,
Adl bids must be pccompanied by
* A valid Business registration certificoate
Bid Form/Price Schedule
Bid Security of [Le 60000 from a reputable Commercinl Bank:
Aovalid iax clearance certificote;
Aovalid MASSIT clesrmnoe certificate;
Aovalid City Council Certificate
A signed Integricy Poct; [see arfached]
Brochure of the tools kits ad gears to be supplied
1 %ear Warranty
Bids will be publicly opened on 12 Ssptember, 2023 at 2:00 P.M., in the presence of the
bidders" designated representatives and  anyone who chooses to attend, ot the address balow.,
Late bids will be rejected and retumed unopened to bidders.

LR K I BN B B )

Completed spplication along with all relevant docuwments must be submitted in o sealed envelope
boldly marked: “PROCUREMENT OF TOOLS KITS OR SAFETY GEARS™ to the;

Tha Executive Chairperson

Environment Protection Agency — Sierra Leone

2™ Floor

G2 Dundas Sireet, Frectown

Concord Times




B Terms and Conditions Apply

ECOBANK
SAVE AND WIN

PROMO!
>

’ The more you Save the
- Greater Your Chances

of Winning

Save NLE 5,000, NLE 10,000, NLE 20,000
or more and enter the draw

Ecobank
The Pan Alncan Bank

ecobank.com




CONVENIENCE
AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS

Choose Ecobank for
Fast, Reliable, and
Convenient Money

Transfers!
Rapidtransfer | Western
re—— Union

£ MoneyGrom

Ecobank

The Pan Alrican Sank

Ecobank Rapid Transfer is here to make your
transfers across Africa very simple. Fast, safe
and reliable, it's the only pan-African money
transfer and payment service owned by an
African bank. Easy banking #NoYagba
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iz I UNION TRUST BANK LIMITED
- = Empowering Sierra Leoncon Commeroe.

SHARE MY ACCOUNT

¢ One acoount several cards & Personalized sub-card
& Manage cash limit for sub-cards ¢ Share your account by issuing

& Managesub-cardsfrommobileapp  Sub-card toyour friends and family

Calluson
+232'77 301732/ 73 91 449/ 31687 289

Account for the Family

(Q) ZHoneStrect Frectoun,  pwginfo@utbsl | Union Trust Bank Ltd €) (@) ) (O
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SIERRA LEONE Limited

VACANCY NOTICE

BCM is currently seeking for experienced Candidates for the
following positions:

A) GRADEROPERATOR X6
Qualification and Experience:

3-5 years' work experience in operating a grader machine.
Excellent oral and written communication skills

Holder of a valid Sierra Leone heavy equipment license

Must be self-directed and able to complete projects task with
limited supervision

Perform any other related task as deemed necessary.

Perform all the tasks strictly adhering to company safety rules and
regulations

B) DOZER OPERATORX 12
Qualification and Experience:

3-5 years' work experience in operating a dozer machine.
Excellent oral and written communication skills

Holder of a valid Sierra Leone heavy equipment license

Must be self-directed and able to complete projects task with
limited supervision

Perform any other related task as deemed necessary.

Perform all the tasks strictly adhering to company safety rules and
regulations

C) DUMP TRUCK OPERATOR (CAT 773 E & SANY SKT 1055)
X18
Qualification and Experience:

+  Senior Secondary School Certificate

At least 3-5 years' Experience, preferably in driving heavy Duty

Trucks
Good Oral and Written Communication Skills
Holder of A valid heavy-duty Sierra Leone licence

Must be able to build and maintain stock piles and dumps by

moving materials to design specifications in a safe and efficient
manner

Perform all the tasks strictly adhering to company safety rules
Knowledge in Wheel Loader (992K ) is an advantage

D) EXCAVATOR OPERATOR X12

Qualification and Experience:

Senior Secondary School Certificate
3-5 years' work experience in operating an excavator (Digger)
machine

Good Oral and written communication skills
Holder ofa valid heavy-duty Sierra Leone licence

Must be self-directed and able to complete project tasks with

limited supervision
Perform any other related task as deemed necessary.

Perform all the tasks strictly adhering to company safety rules

E)WHEEL LOADER OPERATOR-980 X3
Qualification and Experience:

Senior Secondary School Certificate
At least 3-5 years' experience, preferably in driving heavy-duty

trucks

Good oral and written communication Skills

Holder of A valid heavy-duty Sierra Leone licence

Must be able to build and maintain stock piles and dumps by

moving materialsto  design specifications in a safe and efficient

manner
Dig and load materials as required in a safe and efficient flow in the

dig zone
Loading of Train wagon is an added advantage

Perform all the tasks strictly adhering to company safety rules

F)ROLLEROPERATORX 6
Qualification and Experience;

3-5 years' work experience in operating a roller machine.

Excellent oral and written communication skills

Holder of a valid Sierra Leone heavy equipment licence

Must be self-directed and able to complete projects task with
limited supervision

Perform any other related task as deemed necessary.

Perform all the tasks strictly adhering to company safety rules and
regulations

G.ASSISTANTSURVEYOR

Essential Job Functions:
1. Conduct end of month volumetric pit surveys and waste dumps surveys.
2. Assist in ensuring that all pits are mined to design
3. Assist in ensuring that all waste materials are dumped to design.
4. Update Pit topography or surface for drill whole design.
5. Stake out drill holes, panel limits and fix temporary bench marks
6. Maintain all survey equipment as they are indispensable tools for Survey
work progress.
7. Acquire technical advice from mine surveyors to improve job efficiency
and to add to knowledge.

8. Perform all the tasks strictly adhering to company safety rules and
regulations.
Qualifications and Experience: Minimum Senior Secondary School and
Certificate in surveying preferably in the sciences. At least 2 years'
experience in mining operations, excellent oral and written communication
skills.

H) SURVEY ASSISTANT (3 Persons)

Essential Job Functions:
Conduct daily pit surveys.
Stake out drill holes, Ore block set out and fix temporary bench
marks
Maintain all survey equipment as they are indispensable tools for
Survey work progress.
Accurately carrying out any other task as directed by mine surveyor

Strictly adhering to company safety rules and regulations.
Qualifications and Experience: Minimum Junior Secondary School. At
least 2 years' experience in mining operations, excellent oral and written
communication skills.

Interested candidates are requested to forward their application including
cover letter and updated CV's to the Human Resource Office, BCM Sierra
Leone Ltd via Email; bemrecruitmentsl@gmail.com or the Nearest
Kingho Employment Office

These Positions can lead to career progression within the company for
the right motivated person.

Qualified Women are encouraged to apply.

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for written and practical
test.

Closing date for all applications is on the 31" August, 23
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V50

VSO is a global voluntary organisation whose mission has
been to bring people together to fight poverty through the
lasting power of volunteering.

We will be running a tender process with the intention for the
provision of supplying Solar Panel Kit, full installation and
maintenance and are seeking expressions of interest from
suitably experienced/ qualified organisations.

VSO's requirements:

s 24 Volt Pure Sine Wave Inverter 1000 Watts
Photovoltic Solar Panel 24 Volt 13.4 AMPS

Set Cables, Connectors and Accessories

200 AH Dry Cell Battery Gel Type

Battery Charger 12/24er 12/24 Volt 60 Amps

30 Ports USB Hub

Installation and Configuration

Main Core 1M-USB Pin DC Power Cable 5V 2.1A

S LA A A R O O

el

Suppliers must be registered with National Revenue
Authority

VSO CONTRACT OPPORTUNITY

Expressions of interest: all expressions of interest must be
received by VSO on the 25" of August, 2023 by 1500 hours
and must be submitted electronically (emailed) to the
following email address: francess.sesay(@vsoint.org. The EOI
must include a contact name, company name, company
address, phone and email address.

Tender documents: tender documents will be sent to those
who expressed an interest, following the close of the EOI
period.

VSO reserves the right not to award a contract/agreement to
whosoeveris not deem fit.

WWW. VS0 il]t.ﬂl’g

Voluntary Service Overseas is a company limited by
guarantee, registered in England and Wales (registered number
703509).

Registered Office 100 London Road, Kingston upon Thames.
KT2 6Ql. Charity registration 313757(England and Wales)
SC039117 (Scotland)

FY) SOS CHILDREN'S

(o) VILLAGES
SIERRA LEONE

INVITATIONS FOR BID

FOR PROVISION OF GENERAL
SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES

SOS Children's Villages Sierra Leone is a non-
governmental social development organization that has
been promoting Children's Rights by providing
alternative care for children who have lost parental care
and those at risk of losing it. The Organization operates in
Freetown, Bo and Makeni and its implements various
child and youth programs: villages for childcare, primary
and secondary schools, youth care, entrepreneurship and
employability as well as Vocational and skills training
center.

SOS Children's Villages Sierra Leone invites vendors,
suppliers and contractors from well reputed companies
to register for the provision of Goods, Works and
Services required by the Organization to enhance its
operations as stated below.

GOODS, WORKS AND SERVICES REQUIRED

## ITEM QTy
1 TV 43" 39
2 Fridge 39
3 Freezer 39
kS Stabiliser 5000VA 78
5 Desktop Computers I5 20
6 Laptop - HP/Lenovo - I5/17 20
7 Executive Chair 10
8 Visitors Chair 20
9 Standing Fan 78
10 Network Printer Copier 7
11 Samsung Tablets 20
12 Computer Tables 40
13 Single Beds
14 Stationery Supply
15 Cleaning Materials Supply

| 16 | Kitchen Utensils

17 Solar System Installation
18 Dinning Room Set
19 Living Room Set
20 Science Lab tools & equipment

Interested Suppliers should provide a detailed company profile with copies of
certificates such as Certificate of Business Registration, Mational Revenue Authority Tax
Clearance and MASSIT Clearance Certificate addressed to the Administrative
Assistant, 505 Children’s Village Lumley Beach Road, Freetown.

The closing date for submission of Bid is Monday 29" August 2023
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Bake some lestive
treats this Christrmas!
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iverpool has completed
the signing of British-
born Sierra Leonean

youngster, Amara Nallo from
West Ham United.

The Reds have reportedly
engaged in talks to sign the
West Ham academy centre-
back and were hopeful of
clinching a deal.

Finally, it was confirmed that
the 16-year-old, who
appeared in the U18 Premier
League last term for West
Ham will be with the Reds on
afive years deal.

Mallo who recently put pen to
paper on a scholarship with
West Ham in May is born in
England tc Sierra Leone
parents and is still eligible to
play for both England and
Sierra Leone.

Mallo would join Nyoni and
Harvey Owen, who recently
joined the Reds from Wolves,
as a high-profile addition to
Liverpool's academy this
sUmMMmer.

The club took a similar
approach in recently signing
Bobby Clark and Ben Doak,
who have begun to make an
impact at the first-team level this summer.

West Ham Ul6s coach and former
Hammer Carlton Cole once describe Nallo
as a Rolls Royce of a centre-back.

He said: "l would describe Amara as a Rolls
Royce of a centre-back. He has a great left
foot and is elegant when he moves with the
ball. He can play the ball with both feet and
has been working on his heading as well.
He's a player who has a high ceiling.”

IHilE President walits Ill['ﬂ Sllllﬂll_l-lﬂ for sporting disciplines

resident of the National Olympics
Committee of Sierra Leone (NOC-
SLE), Prince Vandy Sualley is
calling for more support for sporting

disciplines to be able to compete in
international competition.

With the France 2024 Olympics Games
just months away, and the All Africa
Games just around the corner, the NOC-
SLE boss believes with more support to
the various disciplines, Sierra Leone can
have an increased number of athletes for
the Olympics Games.

The Olympic Games over the years have
seen few Sierra Leonean athletes from
not more than three or four sporting
disciplines making it to the Games due to
lack of gqualification and opportunities to
compete for qualification, however, the
new MOC-SLE boss wants the trend to
change and have more Sierra Leonean
athletes and disciplines to the games.

He said: "The All Africa Games in Accra,
Ghana is just around the corner and we

will need huge support from the
government the Games itself is an
opportunity for the athletes and some of
the sporting disciplines to grab Olympic
Qualification.

“The Olympic Game is also coming and
presently several Associations are
undergoing the qualification process
with so many competition around the
world, for the Association this is very
important to get our disciplines to the
games but if they can't compete in these
qualifying tournaments or competitions
how can they secure qualification for the
Olympics Games?" the NOC-SLE boss
asked.

Sierra Leone last competed at the
delayed 2020 Olympics Games which
was hosted in Japan in 2021 with only
four athletes from three sporting
disciplines; Swimming, Athletics and
Judo as a figure the NOC-5LE boss wants
tosee an increase in.
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