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PERSONAL GLIMPSES

By: Winstanley, . Bankole, Johnson

he military putsch of 27" July in

Niger inflamed democratic
passions  globally, but more
severely within the sub-region and
Western democracies. But | suppose that
in addition to their penchant for
without

meaningless ultimata

meaningful deadlines in the event of a
fuilure of compliance - was where their
similarities ended. Observe the variances
in their separate rhetoric (purportedly in
cood faith) to restore democratic
normaley.

Dissimilarities

Western democracies have wvaried
strategic and economic interests in Africa
under focus. In Niger itis two-fold: (1), To
preserve and protect the supply chain and
access to the second largest Uranium
deposits in the world and (2). A political
presence, with up to 27" July Niger being
the last bastion of Western influence m
the entire Sahel region. So the Westerners
being more ingrained in matters of peace
building, safeguards for national
cohesion coupled with proven
antecedents for good governance, respect
for human rights, the rule of law and the
privileges attendant upon them for their
citizens, were tactful 1o urge for restraints
and the unconditional release of 63-yers
old President Mohammed Bazoum.

The ECOWAS and AU states leaders on
the other hand — empirically lacking i all
of those accolades | have lavished on
Western democracies, and in whom total
disrespect and disregard for their citizens
welfare are normal, rather
disingenuously opted for belligerence by
requesting the plotters to desist from their
“treasonable acts”, and to hand power
back to the constitutionally elected
government, That was enough of a
disincentive to strengthen the Junta's
resolve not to budge, because no African
Head of State would substitute the
gallows with a celebration of the Holy
Eucharist for the ring leaders among
those who attempted to usurp power from
them by force in the name of
reconciliation.

Such glaring dissimilarities between the
ECOWAS/AU and Western government
approach to rapprochement should be a
steep learning curve for the former, The
result of which will mean that after expiry
of their 15 days ultimatum — and this is
based on past experiences — the less
politically matured AU and ECOWAS
block will (not unexpectedly) run out of
ideas, except for their occasional facts
finding foravs in between ECOWAS
Headquarters in Abuja and “Ground
Zero” in Niamey for the next three or four
vears leaving the junta leaders remain
properly ensconced in power. Contrast
the ECOWAS/EU approach with that of
the more politically savvy Western
democracies who, to avoid such a lame
duck situation were careful enough to

Fate i

ECOWAS WHITHER DIRECTING YOUR COURSE?

have only couched their own rhetoric
with threats of unspecilied sanctions, but
without committing themselves to
implementation deadlines.

Suspicions

As we anxiously await the outcomes of
bath approaches in the coming weeks (or
months and possibly vears) and either of
which is likely to impact the citizens
more adversely than the junta; questions
have begun to be asked why — in the
interest of peace - the same flexibility
accorded to the Juntas in Burkina Faso,
Mali and Guinea wasn'l now being
extended to General Abdurahmane
Tchiani of Niger, that would also enable
him to enjoy the sweets of power for
another three (3) years minimum, before
handing over power to a democratic
civilian regime based on the same
democratic principles for which he
overthrew  Bazoum? These questions
have deepened suspicions that the
condemnations so far by the West are
more in the interest of using the
ECOWAS/AL to protect their continued
exploitation of mineral resources in
Niger— particularly by France - than in
the safeguarding of the welfare, human
and democratic values of the average
Nigerien.

It is such suspicions that have elicited a
joint statement of condemnation (hy
Burkina Faso and Mali to be precise),
against anyone threatening the military
junta in MNiger with external military
interventions, and committing their
national security forces” tacit support o
join Nigerien robustly
defending same should that happen. A
part of that joint statement to which Col.
Mamadu Dumbuya the military leader of
Guinea has also subscribed to reads:
“The transitional government of Burkinag
Faso and Mali are deeply indignant and
swrprised .......about the adventurous
attitide of certain leaders in West Africa
wishing to wse force to resiore
constitutional

forces in

arder in a sovereien
nation ... ... ...and on the other hand the
inaction, indifference and passive
camplicity of these organizations and

political leaders in helping states and

peoples who  fiave been  victims  of

terrorism for a decade and left o their
v The
governments stand ready and mobilized

transifional

in order tea lend a hand to the peaple of

Niger in these dark hows of Pan-
Africanism”

If that adage: “What is good for the
Goose should also be good for the
Giander” holds true, then that statement of
solidarity to me sounded the death knell
for any expectation of a restoration of
Mohammed Bazoum back to power.
Meaning further that afier a lull
exceeding fifteen vears, politics within
the West African sub-region is looking
like a “hack to square-one " scenario of
periodic interchanges between civilian

and military governments — unless the

ECOWAS/AU quickly clarify and re-
direct their course and start focusing on
the root causes for Coups than on the
event itself. Out of sixteen states within
the ECOWAS sub-region, four are now
under sober Junta rule (Burkina Faso,
Mali, Guinea and Niger) whist the
political leadership in another two —
Sierra Leone and Nigeria — are plodding
on with inarguably stolen governance
mandates. In the event the volatility of
the west African sub-region cannot be
understated, leaving the very big brother
MNigeria as the next most likely candidate
for an insurrection,

Traits
Given African leaders’ new found hope
for quick economic bailouts and
recovery in Russia, Turkey and China -
this trend is unlikely to change for as long
as we continue to have leaders who once
in power soon begin to manifest traits
akin to the characteristics of the
traditional Chieftaincy background from
which most of them emerged such as:

1. Imsatiable thirsts for power

through a manipulation of the
MNational Constitution to extend
their tenures interminably

Total disrespect and disregard

for the entrenched rights and
freedoms of their citizens as
guaranteed by their
Constitutions — particularly the
rights and freedoms of
expression, association and
unfettered accesses to justice
and the Rule of Law — through a
manifestation of the Pa-0-Pa
mentality and svstemic
“tribalization and polarization™
of the entire national political
and administrative fabric within
Government Ministries
Departments and Agencies
(MDAS)

3. Consistent manipulation of

MDAs — particularly the
Security Sector, the Judiciary,
the Electoral Commission (EC)
and Political Parties
Regulations Authorities
(PPRA)} to bring them under
State Capture and ensure they
only do the bidding of rigging
electoral outcomes in favour
incumbent Heads of States — no
matter how unpopular - through
announcements of a fraction of
globally  discredited elections
results.

Palpable disregard for the

welfare of the majority of their
citizens even where more than
three-quarters of the population
continue to wallow in poverty
and squalor on account of gross
mismanagement of their natural
resources. For example at the
time of executing the Coup in
MNiger and against a backdrop of
that country's huge and

untapped Uranium mineral
resources, World Bank
mdicators point to three million
of Nigeriens desperately
needing emergency food rations
with another four million feeling
shelter insecurity.

5. Raise parallel security brigades

under an acronym of “Elite
Presidential Guards”, whose
only track record for bravery is
evidenced not from war fronts,
but by a brutalization of peaceful
and unarmed civilians, mainly
the leaders and office structures
ol opposition parties,

Rather interestingly as was
evident in neighbouring Guinea
{twice). Mali, Burkina Faso —
and even dating back to the olden
days of Haile Selassie, Mobuty
Sesse-Seko, Laurent Kabila,
Sylvanus Olympio, Muamarr
Ghaddafi etc  the actual ring
leaders of all military coups
within the African continent
have always been members of
those same “Elite Presidential
Guards™.

As President George Opong Weah of
neighbouring Liberia aptly puts it
(paraphrased): “ds fong as ECOWAS
fAU?) tolerates institutional coups that
allow lifetime presidencies or a
manipulation of the electoral systens to

Savour such perpetuities, there will

ablways he military coups in Africa, And
we cannol be condemming military coups
when we fail to condemn those who carry
out institutional coups ™,

And 1 support George Opong Weah's
conclusions that the ECOWAS/AL have
to start working more for the interests of
the peoples than in promoting the peace-
broker ideals of those organizations, For
the ECOWAS/AU to start redirecting
their course at the basis for coups than on
the event of coups taking place it because
as at now it is not really clear in whose
interests the ECOWAS/AU are working.
Perhaps a starting point would be for the
ECOWAS/AU to consider whether an
Independent African Elections
Supervision Authority should not be
created to be conducting elections
throughout the sub-region so as to give
credibility and meaning to the term of “a
level playing field” for all intending
candidates, and to avoid the kind of
stalemate Sierra Leone and Nigeria are
currently experiencing.

For now (and particularly from recent
experiences in Sierra Leone) it is looking
both unrealistic and impossible for future
elections within the sub-region to be ever
conducted on “a level playing field”
under an incumbent President that wields
absolute constitutional control over a
Judiciary, an Electoral Commission, a
Security Sector and a Political Parties
Management Authority —and all of whose
heads were appointed by him.  That
undeniably, is a clear recipe for chaos.
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VOX POP with Yusufu S. Bangura & Blessing C. Cole N

What Sierra Leoneans say about the
increase in the prices of petroleum products?

esterday, government

announced the increment in

the prices of petroleum
products from Le 21, 500 per litre to
Le25, 000 and this development came
as no welcome news to many Sierra
Leoneans

Kadiatu Kamara, Trader

Shaka Bangura,
Mercury Retailer

ne thing I usually said is that

this country is not vet ready

to move forward., For
instance, fuel price has now been
increased from Le21, 500 to Le 25,
000, and whenever they want to
reduce the price they will only remove
acent,
I used to pay Le 5, 000 for the place
where [ conduect my business, but due
to the increase in the price of fuel, 1
now pay Le & 000. T have some
constraints to find a bike that will
take me to my business area.
[ am calling on the President to help
us by reducing the price of fuel, so
everyone will enjoy a better living.

Bockarie Jajua, Carpenter

Ibrahim Sorie, unemployed

s for me, the increase in the
fuel

egative effect on evervone's

price of will hawve
life. Never mind I don't have a car but
I have to take transportation to go
and pay visit to my children. If T don't
have Le 20-30,000 , T will not be able
tovisit them.

One thing | observe is that there is no
price control in this country as
everyday things continue to be hard
for us the poor masses.

In this Vox Pop. Concord Times'
Yusulfu 5. Bangura & Blessing C.
Cole on Wednesday took to the
streets of Freetown to gauge the
views of rcitizens about the current
development.

s a trader and a citizen of this

country, the increase in the

price of fuel has affected us a
lot because the cost of transportation
and hasic communities has also
inereased.

Like vesterday morning, 1 suffered a
lot to access transportation, 20 [ am
pleading with the government to
intervene on our behalf for the fuel
price to decrease,

as a Sierra

own o view
bhelieve that the
inerease in the price of fuel does

nomy
Leonean, |1

not go down with us because we are
expecting things to be better for us, 1f
things like this are happening we will
not be happy as we voted for us to
enjoy as citizens, but things continue
to be harder for everyone in the

country,
I want the government to have
dialogue sesslon with those

responsible to ensure that the price of
fuel decreases,

= ¥

T
"Ny gy

Lamin Sidikqui Kamara,
Bike Rider

s a bike rider, the

increase in the price of

uel has affected my work
greatly because if | ask a
passenger to give me Le7.00
from Kingtom Bridge to 5t. John,
that individual will not pay, We
are suffering and vesterday from
Sam to 2:30pm I only made Le
20,000,
I am pleading with government
to help us reduce the price of fuel
because we are suffering.

Abubakarr Kargho, Ke ke_t

Rider

Sheik Abubakarr Sankoh, Deputy Imam at Kingtom Mosque

s for me, the hardship is not only
affecting us here, but also
affecting other countries. The
increase in the price of fuel will also
make things more difficult for us. As a

poor man, the only thing [ need is food.
We always ask God to direct our leaders
s0 that they can rule the country well,

he increase in the
price of fuel has
affected my work

because passengers are not
willing pay us the money that
we asked them to pay and
that makes it dafficult for us
riding tricycle.

Givilians among military

. | personnel

From Cover

It could be recalled that,
Assistant Inspector General
of Police, Brima Jah, who
doubles as Director of
Operations, on Monday, 31st
July, informed journalists
about the arrest of several
senior military personnel
suspected of allegedly
working to undermine the
peace of the country.

He couldn't either disclose
the names of the personnel or
the number of arrest made.
He also couldn't disclose
whether civilians were
mvolved.

He said the arrest was made
based on intelligence by the
security on the activities of
certain individuals,
including senior military

arrested

officers, working to
undermine the peace and
tranquillity of the state and
unleash violence on peaceful
citizens.

“Preliminary investigations
have revealed that these
individuals planned to use
purported peaceful protests
between 7Tth to 10th August
2023, as a guise to unleash
violent attacks against state
institutions and peaceful
citizens. The security sector
notes with dismay, that
despite continued efforts to
consolidate our hard won
peace and democratic gains,
there are individuals at
home and abroad that
continue to undertake
actions meant to derail the
peace and tranquility of the
country,” he said.
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ELSa %A, New Tourism Minister urged to address the ssaweed issue

By Jariatu 5 Bangura

emhers of Parliament have

called on the new Minister of

Touriam and Cultural
Affairs, Madam Nabella Tunis,
handle the influx of seaweeds along the
country's beaches as it continues to
destroy the beauty ofthe heaches.

¢

The exhibiting piles of seaweeds has
badly affected fishing processes and
damaged several fishing nets for
fishermen.

Hon. Matthew Nyuma said the seaweed
be converted into

could some

meaningful materials 1necluding
medicinal, among several others.

Hon. Amara Karsho said one of the
challenges in the tourism sector 1s that
the beaches have been flooded with

seaweeds, a development he desceribed

as horrible for the country, especially
for those living around the seaside
communities,

He said for far too long they have been
living an ignorant lives, allowing things
as they are, adding that it is high time
the country converted the seaweed into
something useful purposes.

He zaid the main route to the Tombo
Wharf 15 not healthy az a majority of
the artisanal fishermen live in that
community,

Hon: Alex Rogers said the tourism
sector should not only  be centred
Freetown as there are other touristic
that attention the
Provinees.

He cited the Solima
Pujehun district.among others
he said needed attention,

mn

sites need in
site In

which

tourist

eﬂ."-!'-"-—"’::

Tourism Minister, Nabella Tunis

U.S. Embassy, Joint Operations Genter build maritime capabilities

n August 1st, 2023, The
U.5. Embassy Freetown
Security Cooperation
team installed additional
electronic equipment at the Joint
Operations Center in Murray
Town. This new equipment will

greatly enhance the capabilities of

the Republic of Sierra Leone
Armed Forces (RSLAF) Maritime
Wing in monitoring threats in the
eoastal waters of Sierra Leone,

The Joint Operations Center
monitors watercraft off the coast
of Sierra Leone and determines
which watercraft poses a threat
and decides what action to take

against the vessel. The additional
monitoring station will allow an
additional set of eves to monitor
threate and calls for assistance
and help prevent incidents. The
equipment was donated by the
United States to boost security
operations in Sierra Leone.

“Working with the RSLAF
Maritime Wing to upgrade their
svstem capabilities 15 a must,”
noted Security Cooperation Chief
Jebh Baker. "The safety and
security of the citizens of Sierra
Leone will always be a joint
priority of both the Sierra Leonean
and United States Governments.”

Health Ministry holds iIII|III=tillII ceremony for 110 young doctors

By Ihrahim Kabba Turay

he Ministry of Health and

Samitation (MoHS), has held it

first induction ceremony for
one hundred and ten jumor doctors that
will be posted in the provineial areas.
The induction ceremony was organised
by the ministry at the Family Kingdom
Resort, The

ministry algo presented and donated 42

Aberdeen in Freetown.
ultrasound devices to major hospitals
across the country,

Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Climical
Dy, Kabhba,

Services, Mustapha

disclosed that the doctors constitute Junior Doctors at the induction ceremony

those who graduated last yvear as well
as those who did this year.
Dir,

smooth transition, which he said must

Kabba emphasised the need for a

be supported with a deliberate effort to
ensuring that the junior doctors

succeed in their career.

He also mentioned that the ceremony
was important because it created the
platform for the ministry to explain
what is expected of the doctors.

He recounted that those that graduated
last wvear were posted to different
regions.

H e

revealed

further
that
backlogs rent
allowance was
taken 1nto
consideration.
“Each and every
will
150
rent
per
he

doctor
receive %
Ush

allowance

88

month,”
disclosed.

“T'he funds came
from an
anonymous donor and it will serve for
three years, and it will cover rent
allowance for 50-60 doctors that will be

postedin the rural areas.” he disclosed.

In his kevnote address, Minister of

Health and Sanitation {(MoHS), Dr.

Austin Demby encouraged the junior

doctors to always put on their white
coat while at the hospital, for according
to the Minister, that is what makes
them stand out.

“You should wear that coat with pride,”
he told the doctors.

Demby that the

Minmistry would have to fisure out how

Minister revealed
toreclaim that dignity that comes out of
the recognition of doctors.

The Minister urged junior doctors to
make the necessary sacrifice for their
contributing to

country, thereby

building it and making it better,
“The future of the country is in your
hands, 20 create the future that vou
want while we ereate the space for vou,”
he added.

Mimister Demby further emphasised
the need for Sierra Leone as a nation to
build its own institutions and make

them strong.
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SLPP North America Secretary-General blasts U.S, EU

ecretary General of the Sierra

Leone People's Party, North

America Region's New
England Chapter, Albert Hinga Jusu,
has charged that “the European
Union, Carter Center and US
Ambassador to Sierra Leone David
Reimer allegedly induced and
seduced senior military officers to
overthrow the President Julius
Maada Bioin the just aborted coup.”
Speaking to this press from Boston,
USA, Albert Hinga Jusu observed
that “even before the first ballot was
cast in the June elections, the
Eurcpean Election Entrepreneurs,
Ambassador Reimer and Cater
Center had engaged in political
intrigues, exploited the diplomatie
community 1n opportunistic,
manipulative, vicious & devious wavs
for 'regime change' in Sierra Leone,”
According to Secretary General
Albert Hinga Jusu, “Ambassador
David Reimer, the EU and Cater
Center made themselves the catalyst
for the regime change, Unfortunately,
they have refused to change even
after the people have spoken,”

Mr Jusu maintained “the trinmph of

democracy and enthronement of the
wishes of the people which translate
into the re-election of President Julius
Maada Bio was a slap in their face.
Instead of refrigerating the
ingredients of our democracy, this guy
and accompanying institutions have
polluted it.”

Secretary Albert Jusu describes the
June 24th pgeneral election "as a
watertight election that will go down
in history as one of the most peaceful,

most free, most fair and most
transparent election in the history of
elections in Sierra Leone.”

He further stated that “the result
announced by the Electoral
Commission is the collective dream,
national aspiration and prayer of the
people of Sierra Leone. Yet, some
egocentric villains in the diplomatic
community became the parochial
volce of the dysfunctional opposition
APC and futilely attempted to stop a
president destined for greatness.”
Albert Hinga .Jusu recollected that
*When vou lament about 'statistical
inconsistencies’ that do not exist, you
lay the foundation for turmoil; you
hold the country to ransom with
impunity and unbridled arrogance.”
He reiterated “and the ignorant army
officers were listening to vou,
Ambassador David Reimer, Cater
Center and European Union. You
were 2o determined to impose yvour
clumsy, aleoholic, dubiously klepto-
induced candidate on us that you
sacrificed the safety of the citizens of
Sierra Leone. Not even the peace and
stability of our country could dwarf
yvour naked gquest.”
the US

Ambassador and others, Mr Jusu

Referring directly to
echoed "Ambassador David Reimer,
the army has been following the fog of
your propaganda. The soldiers are
privy to the Carter report riddled
with ridicule. The sepulcher bashers
of truth in the military heard the
savage rumours of the European
Union.” In the midst of all thiz Albert
Jusu asks the rhetorical guestion
“What else would yvou expect? He

furthered “Only a deluded citizen will
fail to see the dreadful hate these
diplomats have for peace & stability
in Sierra Leone. Today, Ambassador
David Reimer, the European Union
and Cater Center are the problems

have in the country. They
fertilized this coup and had the coup

we

plotters succeeded, they would have
quoted Ambassador Reimer, the EU
and Cater Center to justify their
Your

has

into

disruption of democracy.”

election credibility chorus
hoodwinked wyour listeners
believing that you mean well for
Sierra Leone. No. You do not. We
have no standard by which to
measure the disaster that a
successful coup would have brought
on Sierra Leone fueled by vour
election fraud rhetoric. The voices of
truth from UN, ECOWAS, AU,
Commonwealth et al have
silenced and replaced with election
denial incantations. You would have

ot

recruited Abach traders, manipulated
them into believing that jumping on
the streets and assaulting police
officers iz legitimate. Do you really zee
through the sham wou have been
zelling in the name of election
observation? When you =zee an APC
politician, vou see lie and deceit in
human flesh, yvet vou were chasing the
cloned APC executives for briefings
like a sniffer dog around cocaine,
Secretary Albert Jusu believes “these
guvs will go down in history as
vultures of diplomacy who inflicted
fatal wounds on our democracy. You
will be remembered as perverted
political jackals who bastadized our
clean and fair electoral process.”
Albert Hinga Jusu concludes "You
will continue to sink into the abyss of
moral debauchery as long as your
policies are egged on sinister motives.
In vour leadership we were pregnant
with hope but we have a miscarriage
of justice. You put Sierra Leone
between the blades of your political
guillotine and these coup plotters
would have chopped our heads off.
Just In case wvou have forgotten:
Osama Bin Laden did not fly the
planes into the World Trade Center
but he was as guilty as those who did
it, Donald Trump did not march to the
Capitol on January 6th but he 1= as
guilty as those who did it, You may not
have plotted to over His Excellency Rt
Maada Bio; the
constitutionally and legitimately
elected president of the Republic of
Sierra Leone but vou are as guilty as
thosze who did it.”

Brig Julius

Umaru Napoleon Koroma: The missing puzzie in the mines and minerals Sector

By Samuel Glazer Thomas

any people whom 1 have

interacted with would

often describe me as a
pessimist or rather too controversial a
figure, In truth, | am neither of the
two characterizations. What is
however true about me is the
proclivity to see white and call 1t
white,
Todaw, | am zeroing in on one of
President Julius Maada Bio's
appointees... Umaru Napoleon
Koroma as Deputy Minister of Mines
and Mineral The
extractive industry az many would
call it
which can swallow vou up if you are
not of sterner stuff with
requisite credentials. These
credentials don't necessarily come
with academie or professional
gualifications. They come with a
certain pedigree that would not only
give you an edge over investors and
other significant others in the
industry, it will equally account for a

Resources.
15 a ruthless terrain...one

made

larger proportion of the achievements

yvou will make as a veritable servant

of the state.

However, a quick sean of Umaru
MNapoleon Koroma's credentials will
give us a clearer perspective on why |
believe he is the proverbial ‘missing
puzzle' in President Bio's efforts to
sanitize the minerals sector. From
holding a post graduate degree in
Dispute Resolution from the
University of London, the
unassuming former Deputy Minister
of Justice speciliases in International
Commercial and International
Investment Law. His first two
degrees in Political Sciences and Law
respectively may have heralded and
positioned him for greater things in
life but his dedication to his legal

practice sets him apart from others.

As a lawver, Umaru Napoleon
Koroma made outstanding
representations in a number mining
dispute and by the time he became
Deputy Minister of Justice, he was
well grounded to conveniently handle
a mining dispute between the
government of Sierra Leone and the
Gerald Group after a mining lease
agreement with SL mining was
terminated by the government of
Sierra Leone. While his short one

vear stint as Chairman for the
National Commission flor
Privatization may have further
exposed him to povernance and
investment as he oversaw the
operations of more than 12
parastatals, Umaru Napoleon

Koroma is a fierce negotiator with an
uncompromising  attitude towards
individuals or organizations with the
proclivity for byzantine shenanigans.
Heis unapologetically patriotic!!

If the mining sector is about
regulation....in line with the Mines
and Minerals Act; if Mining is about

investment and negotiations; if all
those highly commendable and people

and
President Bio's

centered mining lease
agreements during
first five year tenure were done with
significant contributions from our
new Deputy Minister of Mines: can we
then conclude that the appointment of
a firebrand lawyer in the person of
Umaru Napoleon Koroma was a
masterstroke by the President? Oh
ves, 1t1s!!

In Sierra Leone, several mining deals
have not only gone bad in the past, but
have led to dangerous stalemates
between citizens, investors and
zovernments, And this was due to the
apparent lack of involvement of
competent legal professionals in these
deals. In Umaru Napoleon Koroma,
the government and people of Sierra
Leone are assured of excellent
governance architecture the
mining sector and I say this with no
hesitation, Indeed, the missing part of
the puzzle is here. Congratulations
Mr Deputy Minister!!

in
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Gombating Gorruption through
a Human Rights Approach

Gomuptan has kbng been a defrimental force wndesrmening the progeess and
denvedoprment of mations across the globe, Sierra Leona, hke many alfser counlies,
faces significant challenges in tackling this pervasive issue, However, a beacon of
hope shines throwgh as the Human Rights Defenders WNetwork Siemra Leone
{HREDMEL) pariness with the Ant-Comueption Commission (A0C) 1o spearhead a sis-
mondh campaign bo combal cormupbion usag a human nghts-based approach, This
umigue coflaboralicn aims o addréss comupbion's foof causes, promote ransparency,
and protect the rghts of the people of Siermra Leone.

A human righls-based approach 16 combalting comuplion recognizes Thal cormipban is
not marely an isolated crima but a violation of the furdamental rights and dignity of
individuals. This approach wiews comupbon as a barfer io social justice and
sustzinable development and aims to ensure that all actions taken to address
corruplion sre in lne with intemational hurman rights standards

The HRDONSL and the ACC ackmowledge that combabng cormepbon canmot be
achieved salaly throwgh punitve measures and investigations. Instead, the campasgn
will focus on empowenng the people of Sierra Leone to be acilve panicipants in the
fight againg! corruption, emplrasizing educalion, waneness, and advocacy as key
pilars of tha projecl

Cbjectves of the campaign would be the following however itis not limited o the under
memticned. .,

I.  Awaraness and Educaton: The first and foremaost objective of the campasgn
iz io raise awareness about corruption’s defrimenial impact on eociety.
Educaiional programs will be conducted in districts, variows oommimites,
and publc lorums 1o foster a beter undesstanding of corruption and ils
ramifications

i, Empowerment of Citizens; The campasgn aims bo empower cilizens (o play an
acfiei rode in Tghting corruption. Tralning sessions will be conducied o edguip
individuals with the necessary knowledge and skills bo idenlify and repor cormupd
praciices confidenthy.

{1l Shrengihening Institullonal Capacity: The parinership between HRONSL and
the ACC will focus on enhancing the ACC's investigative and enforcement capakilibes.
Speciallzed tralning and capacity-bullding workshops will be conducied 1o ensure
mong effecient and effective kandling of corruplion cases

i, Protection of Whistieblowers: Whistkeblowers play a crucial role in exposing
corruption, The campalgn will work toweands establishing a8 robust mechanism o
pralbecd whestleblowaers fram relafalon and ensure heir sty and Sonficentality,

i, Engaging Civil Society: Recognizing the significance of civil society in holding
inatitutions accountabbe, the campaign will actively involve clvil scciety crganizations in
ronsoring and advacating againgt cosfuplion

i, Promoting Tremsparancy and Accountability: Transparency and
accouniabdily are essential in curbing cormuption, The campaign will work towards
pramabng ransparancy within govermnmen] mstitubons and  encouraging  public
officiats to be accountabde for their aclions.

The siz-rmanth campalgn will be divided inle vanous phases, each targeting specifio
aspects of cormuption and its human rights iImplicatons, HROMSL and the ACC will
collabarate o desgn and implement thilored interventions based on the ungue
challenges faced by difarant ragions and communities within Sierra Leone.

Communily outreach programs will b organized to engage directly with citzens,
creading a sense of ownership and colleclive responsibility in the ght agamsd
cormuplion. Addibonally, radio broadeasds, social media campaigns, and pubic sarvice
announcements will be utilized to reach a broader audience and encourage public
partcipation,

A comprehensave monilaring and evaluation framewors will b paal in place 1O measans
the campaign's mpact. Data will be collected regularty to assess the effectiveness of
different sirategies and ientify areas that require further improvement. The swccess of
the campalgn will be determdned nob ondy by the number of comupbion cases
praseculad but also by the level of awareness and angagament amang clizans

The partnership betwesn the Human Rights Defenders Network Sieora Leone and the
Anti-Corruption Commission marks a plvotal moment inthe fight agalnst cormupiion in
Seiarra Leones, By adopling a human righls-based approsch, (he camphign Sesks o
addrzss the underlying uses of corfupbion whila  promoding  ranspanency,
accourdabdily, and citizen participation. 'With dedication, collaborabon, and community
empowarment, this six-month program has the potential to sow the seeds of positive
change and pave theway for a more just and comuption-free future for Slema Leane.
This is made possible with sugport from the German Embassy under the project tth
“Combaling Cormupbon with a Human Rights Approach in SierraLeone

The Human Rights Defenders Metwork Sierra Leone s a coalllion of civil socsety
crganizations and mdividuals working b promote and prolect human nghls in Seera
Leone

Religious leaders, tribal heads engaged
on post elections peace & cohesion

By Hassan Ghassay Koromas

Participants at the meeting

he Conflict Prevention

Lrroup has engaged relipious

leaders and tribal heads to
discuss steps that will promote
aocial eohesion and community
dialogue on post elections issues in
the country.
The Conflict Prevention Group,
which was aet up by the current
Chairman and Mational Beturming
DHTeer of the Electoral Commission
for Sierra Leone (EC-5L},
Mohamed K. Ronpebcomprises of
three nrgamizations, including the
Campaign [or Human Rights and
Development Intermational
CHRDI, the Inter-Religious
Council and Eminent Women Peace
Mediators,
Speaking during the event held
yesterday, Wednesday, August 2nd

at the Frestown City Couneil

Conference Hall in Freetown,
Executive Director of CHERDI,
Abdul Fatorma, said they thought
around how to choose the first batch
of people they should engage after
the elections and that they came to
the conclusion that they should
engage religious leaders ani tribal
heads.
He explained that before the
glections, thev engaped market
women, people living with
disabilities, youth-and the security
soctor, and that the engagement
contributed to the peaceful conduct
of the June 24 general elections.
He said it is clear that there iz
tension among citizens after the
electionz, which is why they have
decided to engage the religious and
traditional leaders to 2ee how they
can engage their constituents for
the purpose of peace and cohesion in
the countey.
He obzerved that there will be no
promotion of peace and cohesion

without the invelvement of those
two gErops.

He zaid gwer the yvears, the powers of
the chiefs have declined but that
they are working hard to ensure
that their powers are restored.
Chatrman of the MNattonal Couneil
for Civie Edueation and Democracy
(NaCCED), Ealilu Totangi. said his
office was established to help people
rights and
responsibilities, adding that in
povernance overy political party is
important becanse they all work for
the development of the state,

He said tribal heads and religious

know their

leaders are needed to help restore
peace in thelr various communities
and that they were currently having
engagement with people across the
country,

Representative of Eminent Women,
Ebun James-Dekam, said the
countey is too small to be fighting
cach other and that evervbody
should be working now o promote
pence and cohesion,

Bhe said they also work together to
promote pesce and cohesion
between former President
Bai Koroma and current President
Julius Maada Bioin 2002,

Alao speaking, the Chairman for the
Tribal Heads, Sahr Gbekie, said
guch kind of meeting was timely and
very important for the promotion of
peace: and cohesion in the country
and called on every Swerrn Leonean
raspect

Ernest

to have brust and state
institutions,

He sad civie education iz wery
important because 1t belps to lot
people know their customs and
traditions and also help them
papecially the children to know thewr

reapomsihilities.
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Tunisia: President Kais Saeid fires

UN continuing efforts to restore
order in Niger as foreigners evacuated

rance, laly and Spain  annownced

evacualicns fram Migar for thair citeans

and olher Europes naborals Tuesday,
cancemed 1hat they risked bacoming rappad by a
military coup that won backing fom thres other
Wesl Atrcan nabions atso ruled by mutirdus
SHAsrE.
Two unarmed French mililary (ramsport planes,
which lpfl from southern Frence, ware on tha
ground at Mamey's airport by lale aflemoon
Tuesday, and a third wes expacied, sccordng b
tha French Joint Defanse staft
There was na immediale infomatbon on fhe
numier of evacuess thay wolkd iransport
France's Fompign Ministry' cited necent wiclenon
that targelad (I embansy in Nismay, tha cagital,
as one of the reasons for ds decsmon io offer
ayacuaban flights 1o several hundred of ils
cipens and pihar Ewropaans
Spain‘s Dalense Minisliy announced
preparations o evaciate mare than T nationals
ardd laly alsn sakd i was arangng a flight
Gemranys fomeign office s3I0 il CRizens in Miger
shauld check whether ihesr stay thare 15
nesessary and i nat they shoold “lake b next
avaitable opportiunty o kbene.”
The evacualions come dunng a deepening crisis
spared by he coup |esl weak Bgams! Miged's

democrabically eleched gresidenl. Mohamed
Bazoum

HsE apparent overfiroe i a o for Weslen
nalions thel ware working with Rejer againsi
West African ¢atremisis

Tha Wesl African naqione ooy KreaT 88
ECOWAS announcad Irawel and economic
sanchions againel Miger on Sunday Bnd said 0o
ol use force  tha coup leaders don't reinstaba
Bazouim wishin ons waek.

ECOWAS suspendad a&ll commancial and
financial iransachons betwesn g5 mamber slalas
and Miger, &% well a8 freezing Migerien assets
nakl mregangl central bhanks

Nagor rebas heavily on forssgn aid, @nd sancbans
coukl furthar impavansh g8 mona than 25 million
pecole

Bolh the Linted Stales and France haee gand
troops and hundreds of milliens of dollers of
malitary and humanilarsan aid in recenl years (o
H\-‘QE'T. whichwasga Franch I:l:l|l\'.'ll'l:|l il 1860

Tha LS, will consider culting ad il the coup is
sucsesslul, tha Siate Deparimant said Monday.
Ald s wary much n the Balance dapanmng on
{he oulcormea of the solions in the country,” said
dapartrmant  spokeaman Mall Miller, LS,
asssiance hinges on conlineed  democratic
govedmEncs in Miger.”

Nigerian Stowayways who survived 14
days on Ship’s rudder rescued in Brazil

] u r
shawavway
g hava

andired 3
dangerous . isn-
day |journey
across the vast
Ablamic Choean
an & CRMD shep,
hanging 1o & tny
space above tha
ridcler.

The daring
WOyaQa oM
a4 slaggaring
5,60 kiometers {3,500 miles) and undplided
ureter risky conditions that tested their resilience
Thiedr ordaal begen when the couragaous guartal
ambarked on the hazardous bip, seeking the
prosgact of 3 befles Be Tar ram hea homeland
However, ther pursull ook an afarmeag um
wihnen ey axhiausbed lhesr limiled supply of ood
ard drink mersly len days imlo their hazardous
warrLine

the Courageous four rasorfed 10 desperaia
magsures, Oy sipping the saswatar that crashed
jusl meEbers bedow them, Thair resolve and sheer
willpowar allrased them ko endurne an acddiEonal
four days olagony on the open ooean

The pight of e four caught the aftention ol
Grazilian fedarai police patrofling tha
saulheastarn part of Vioria saving s Tour ram
tha ciubches of iha marciless ocean

The risky jowmey of these four undednes tha
risks aome migrans ama prepemad 1o lake tor a
shotat a batter ifa

I was @ herible axpedance far me,” said 38-

Former Ivorian nationalist president

2 T

Bragilian Redaral police affedeng waber 1o tha
four Migerian slowaways -

Capyrght © abncansws twitter- Greadibevoyage
yaar-ald Thankgod Opamipa Matihew Yevs, ane
al he Tour Magenans, in an inferydew al a Sao
Peulo church ahaltar, *0n board, e nol agsy. |
was shaking, so scared, But T'm heme™ The
rauters quided in & repart
Thek ralkal at beng rescued 500N gave way o
Surprigs
The four men said they hed nopsd o mech
Evrope arnd wore shocked fo beam they had in
et landed on thea alher sade of the Alleabc, ik
Braml
Two of i man have Snce boan relumead o
-“"iIEIF'ﬂF.I upan 1hair mouesl. whia Yaye and
Homan Ebimens Friday, a 35-ymar-old from
Bayvelsa slate, hewa appiiad far EB:.'lI.ﬂ"I"‘I" Bracil
Boih men seid economic hardship, politiced
inslabdity and crimea had kef hem wilh [ oplion
bl o abandon ther nathee Migena. Africa’s maost
populpus country has longstanding issuss of
waalenca  ard ﬂl:l'.lﬂﬂ:f. and hCl:ll'lil'.'ll:ll"lgﬁ arg
andamis,

Henri Konan Bedie dies at 83

Hars Konan Badie, who had nol eocudad e

poasibdity of a raltum 10 powar even in his latler
days, has died aged 89, his party =aid
The "|'|Il:lr:|l Cogsl Democrabc F'EI'I:|I-P.1I'I1'.."HI'|'|
Cremocratc Rally (PDCIRDA) is desply
saddensd” o announce Ihe "sudden deallh™ of
Bedie in hospital in Abidian Teasday, il sed n a
siatemant

lw-w'.- Cpasfs natonalist former  prasident

A crowd hed begun o gather oulside his
rasigance inthecapital, an AFP jourmalist said

A carear polfician bom in 1954 1o a family af
coco@ plantars, Bada was the chosen SUCCERE0T
o lvary Coasl's founding father Felix Houphoust-
Boagry, who rulad over the west Afrcan nation
from indapandanca fram France in 1460 until his
cleath i 1983, aged B3,

Bedie sorved as prasident from 1993 untd 1965

Prime minister Najla Bouden

unisiaEn Prasidenl Kais Saied sacked

Frimia Mirestes Meda Bouden on TUE"ME!.I

shartly before midreghl, without giving any
axplangiion, mpaced Oy a former senior Cantral
Bank execudive; Ahmad Hachand whom ha
asked o "overcome colessal challenges”.
Mo afficral explansetion was qiven puit sevaral local
mada highlighted Presiden Ssied's displeasun
wiln a number of EI'H:I'":EQE'S- I the caunbiy,
partazilary of bread in slale-susidized Dakenas,
Kais Saied "erminatad tha funclions™ of Prims
Mintsier Nafa Bouwden, who had besn tha first
waman fr lead a gowarnment m Tunisia,
EI'.'Dl:lr-ﬂil'rl,;tl:li prass redaBse and a vidao fon 1ha
Tunisian presidency misasod Tuesday sharly
Bedore midnighd.
The new hasd of goeammant was a0 axaculiva al
the Central Bank, and sludied &1 ke Facully of
Lena ol tha :I.|l"ll'-'B[E-'.'!:|' al Tunes whens K Saled
taught consifitional law, sakd the person
cancerTisd an Facabaok,
fr. Hechani, complataly unknown i tha genaral
public. was immediately Sworm in Dbefone

President Saied, acoording bo ke video froom the
preshdency.

i1 the end of tha ceremony, K. Saied wished b
"nood ik in this responsDilitg” taken Cin 8
specific siluation®. The president strassed thal
"here are colossal chalenges hal we musl
avercome with a solid end shrong wil, n order o
protect cur homeland, oor state and  socia
pedca”.

In recani days, several meelings have laken
place within fhe government and betwean he
prasident and minslerss  arcund problems. af
shorages of subsidzed bread in several regons
According oomadsa, Mr. Saied. who recantly said
that “tread is a red line for Tunisians®, mars a
regadt of he bread rols which el 1560 dead in
10484 under Hasib Bourguiba

In Tunizia, snce the 1970 faced wilh & |ow-wage
aconony, Ihe Siate cantralizes the purchase of &
large number of basic products (flour, segar,
semoing, colfes, cooking oif) Delore reinjecling
tnam imp the markat a1 affordabéa prices

Kenya suspends Woridcoin

cryptocurrency, data

anyd announcad on Wednesday thal 1 wes

suEpanding e Wordcoln oy phasinmency,

whosa vanfication systam & based on Ins
recognition, pending the autcoma ol invesligatians
Inta "the security and protection of dala” cofected by
e company
Launched ai the end of June in Germamy by Opendl
boss Sam AZman, the Worldcoin system is also
undier investgation by European reguiators, notabdy
i Frarnca and Sermany.
Warddcain im inlended 6 become A knd ol
blockchain-bassd digilsl passpon], anabiling usees o
prdve their idantily cofine wilhoul shading parsona
data, To obain this #8E8ME, LEaE MUET idergoan
I soan by &n "ab®, a Digmalrs davics dagigrsd by
Wariccnin
On Wadrmsday, tna Kemyvan Minsiry of Homa S2airs
announced 0 A stelemant that § was Immadiatedy
suspanding Wardcon activiges until the milesent
gavornmant agencies cerify tha absance of any nsk
ta them pubdic®
This ayptocumency is enjoying @& ceriain degree af
sucoess i ths East Afnican coundry, plagued in
P rdicautar by sustained infllabion.
O Tueaday, in ha cagilal Narobd sevars! haussnd
pacpds inad up o Shopping malls and e main
conferenos cenler b undaigo an s acan balore
Fecaiving ha agquvakant of T 000 sRElings (45 eungs |
Invirtual surmency, an AFF joismakst chearvad. Maal
popia than immediately resoid halr Tokens”
*Cancamad abaut tha acthilies [of Waordoain) which
Is Involved in registering  clizens  Ihrowsgh B
colloction of ayabalins data”, B goesmmon sad it
had launched ireesligations ™o asiehish e
mulkanticity and legality of the aclivises, the secunly
and probecion af the data colesied and how e
collectors mierd o use the data®
Comacied by AFP, Warddcon haa nal yed reacied 1o

when he was ovesthroen by the mildary in the
oouring's irst-avar coup.

Dwbbad the “Sphine of Deoukrs® afier hes native
lown and economy with words, Bedie
dampnatrated a gkill for polaical survived. He ned
unsuccessiully o meturm as president in 2004,
2010 and 2020

*For us In the PIEI, age is an assat, Age unites
eapenance #nd alko compelence,” Bedie lold
jourmalists ahead of the Oclober 2020
presidantial alection, which was wan by current
Fresidant Alessana Cuattars amid &n Gpposiion
taycoit. Bedie cama Bird with 1.7 parcent of the
s,

Beda, whosa meairy wilh Ouatlara dales back
three decadas, had not miled o unning in the
ﬁl:-l.ll'llrf."a nieal presadenial alection in 2025,
Bedea's main influence on national pobiics e
besn by praomole Tvoirile® (eofar-ness) - e
nation of a national identity and rational sconomy
o8 country with dozens of elbnic groups.

Tha nabonehist |'.‘.I:I||I'.":|I discrimmabed against
rrenigranis o favour of people with tea heoeian
parenis, Eﬂ&ﬁlll’lﬂ counlless workars on the
couniry's cocoa planriatkns

protection probe

An slverliinsmend of Bitcoin, ans of the
cryplocurrencies, is displayed ona -
Copyright © afrcanews Kin Cheung'Cogyright
2021 Thi AF. All righits resarved

the suspensian

In {he crosshairs of seseral Ewrppean regulators, s
cyptacurnency is not yal aunilable in the Unsed
Slatas, where |ha gulbodilies &m Iryig % Db
fi il ate the esciar

Werklcoin apanl hrse yean desvelopng s project,
and fwa milkon peaphe signad up duing e jesl
nhasa o ohilain a digRal pasepor dobbad “nWorid 107
I Apiil, BuzzFead repanad on e angar of some af
ihem, Wi Teal rapped by fe cOMgany'e Brnomisges
aftar agraing 1o scan ther Fses. Inlerviewad by e
nieas il Wiorltcoin co-foundar Akax Blama admebiad
thad commurecatan cowd have baen “bathar in some
canns”

Some 1500 “orbs” will ba deployed worklwede 1o
enabhs milions of ather vsess 1o sign up, accaording 1o
the Weorldcoin seshsie

The valus al tha loken, inilially 30270, jwmped 1B
3350 befara aling back I 32.37, scearding 1o
ComMeketCan.

Bade and ather polifical leadaers had tned 1o use
e measUne o preavend Cualtars, who was hesd io
hava a father from naighbourng Burkina Faso
Troem runming for president in 19825

The mMEessure Was -:mlmr,- o Houphauss-
Boigny's sistaned effors 10 uphold unity, and
payed & part in the anmad cordbctand barmicdl 1hal
arupied in 2000 and ardad in 3011,

Bade came thid in §e 2010 prasidenlial
elactions, behind Ouwaliara and Wme incEmbent
Laumm Ghagha

He suppored Oualttars in 1ha post-eleclion crisia,
and for his firsd six years in powar, bul fell o eith
him-again,

The wily oclogenaran had been able o
discaurage all abempls by younper genemalions
1o meplaca him withn s party, which had
namiratad him as ds candidale for ihe 2020
bl

Aperty axeCUlve 5Rxd Ne was a fina tactcian who
wedalherad all shiwma” and was able o convince
e waung gune” of the PDCI o suppor him
A

Credit: Rédaction africanews with AP
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Fiamks caine Pealiee

Niger coup: Ghiefs of Ilfam:a Stﬂffillf

he chiefs of staff of the countries

of the Reonomie Communicy of

West Afnean States (ECOWAS)
ure mesting from Wednesday o Fraday
in Abuga on the sulject of the putsch in
Miger, announced Tueaday evening the
regional arganization in a stalement
Wist African leaders meeting in an
extrnordinaey snmmit on Sunday in the
Migerinn capital condemned the putech
and gave the putschizts a week to
restore ousted  President Mobamed
Hazoum to his duties, reserving the
possihility of resorting to foree,
She had thus announced a mesting of
the chiets of staff of the membser
countries o come, The leaders haid alao
announesd he upeoming appaintment
of ~a representative who would be
dispatched o Niger o submit their
demands.
An ECOWAR delegation, led by former
Migertan President Abdulealama
Ahubakar, is alse due 1o visit Miger on
Wednesday, o semor offical from the
Weat African organization and a
military official [rom Miger sad on
condition of anonymity.

irmart s This @ Puriislizvvaal l

| followsd my heart

>

and it led me to
the kitchen.

— L)

Un Monday evening, Burkina Faso and
Mah, neighbore of MNiger and alss
governed by the military, showed their
solidarity with the putechisis by sayving
that any military intervention o

restorn Mahamed Basoum would bae

“Tha fandesl memories are moscle
wi Py At he sed &couied
the takle

Frpguagiilv ** rair Bl

e ML T4

ECOWAS nations meet in Abuja
; 4T

T — .
5

.

They added, in a joint statement, that

considered "a declarstion of war" on
their twa couniries. and would lead to
their withdrwal from ECOWAS, "as
well as the ddopion of measures of seli-

they "rofuse b apply® the “illegal,
Megitimate and inhuman sanctions
against the people and the authoritios
of Miger" aleo decided on SBunday by
ECOWAS in Abwja,

defense in support of the armed forees:

and the people of Miger",
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ames Guild of Editors - Sterra Leone
SERALEON (/0 MRCG 145 Credar Road Freetow,
T

Public Notice
Increase in Advert Pricing for Newspapers
W \ach, 08

The general o 1 ey o that e Crdof Newspaper Eiors - e Lacne
(GoNE-SL)bas reaeedte advertprcing for newspapers a8 folows

Black & W

| NeuPie |
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)| Ceae W 6

The coverprce remams e same
P e e g sl c Moy, 0
Your cooperaton s hugly sobed
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Charman GoNE-SL

Bankers: Union Trust Bank A/C No: 01-210-25968-01
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PREYS RFLEASE
IHCHEASE N COS L O RADAD COMMERCIAL:
Miie 91 Town, 25 March 2023

The MNational Executive and General Membership of the Sierra Leone
Broadcasters Association (SILBA) wish to inform the public that the Assodation

has uranimously resolved (o increase the cost of adio commercials.

Thie decision was reachad at a national consultation meeting held at Mile 91
Town, Tonkolili District, on Saturday, 18™ March 2023, as part of the efforts to
meet the current inflation rates and other statutory obligations in the country.

This decision will enhance quality in service delivery and sustainability in the
operations of radio stations across the country.

it should be recalled that this i the only increment in commiercials announced
by radio stations in 12 years.

The Association therefore craves the understanding and patronage of the
public.

The new commercial quotation which will take effect on 1% May 2023 shall be
a5 follow:

LRELTOWN
1. lingle - lingle shot - Nie 35.00 per minute
2. Public notice - Nie 30.00 per 50 words
1, [a] Cost for 10 minutes airtime, belween Nie 750,00 and
NLe 1,250{Depending on the coverage of the Radio stathon)
{b) Cost for 1hr airtime, between NLe 1, 500, 00.and
ML 2,500.00 (Depending on the coverage of the Radio station)
EROVINCIAL
1. lingle - Jingle sot — Nie 20.00 per minute
1. Public notice — NLe 20.00 per 50 words

3. [a] Cost for 30 minute airtime; between NLe 500,00 and NLe
750.00{Depending on the coverage of the particulai Radie station)

{b) Cost for 1hr airtime; between NLe 1,000,00 and NLe 1,500.00
(Depending on the coverage of the particular Radio station)

SILBA regrets any inconvenience this may eause,

END

Sugned Approved by
Ln"-

Daruet M Amara Slanicy Bangura Jr

Secretary Gerefal Cnatiman
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Manchester United ‘are edging closer to sealing a
deal for Sofyan Amrabat worth £22m plus add-ons’

anchester United is elpae
to agresing a deal to s1gn
Fiorentina midfielder

Bofvan Amrahat, according to
reports.

The Bed Devils were keen Lo sign
the Morcecan during the Jdanuary
transher window bub the Sorie A
sule were reluctant Lo sell him
Lnited instead opred to 2ign Marcel
Sahitzer on from Bavern
Murich but their strong imterest in
Amrabat hag remained.

According to Gazzetta, United and
Finrentina are cloging to agresing a

loan

£22milhion deal for the 26-vear-old,
The report atates Amrahat is keen
it join Ertk ten Hag's side and the
[tahian side have accepted he will
leave, with plana to replace him
uniderway.

Becuring the services of Amrabat
would alloew United to strengthen
their capabilities 1o central and
th

hove preoviously repiatered

defensive midfield, and club
their

interest in o number of alternotives

in the position.
The of

Barcelona's Frenkie de Jong last

club’'s fruitless pursuait
summer fell through in its final
stages, with the plaver unwilling to
leave the Camp Nou just three
viears after iz long-desired move Lo
the Camp Mou,

Amrabat had a sparkling . season
both for his club and hiz country.
after plaving a kev role in helping
Moroceo make historic progress at
the World Cupin Qatar

Their fourth-place finished marked
the highest-ever for an African
nation, and came om the heelz of
landmark wins against Balgnam,
Bpain, and Portugal,

Amrabat also helped guide

the

Conference Leapue final wherse they

Fiorentina to Europa

ot to West Ham in Prapgue last

manth,
He had Barcelona chasing his
sienature but their finaneial

restrictions meant a proposed loan

deal never matenialised during
wikter,

United have already strenglhenad
their midfield with the zigning of
Muason Mount, who joined [rom

Chelsea for £60m

Goalkeeper Andre Onana has also
Joined the elub last week Iollowing
the departure of former Mo 1 David
[he Cres,
hitpadiweww dailvmail.coakfzport/T
pothall

Kylian Mbappe: Paris Saint-Germain grant forward
permission to speak to Al Hilal after world-record bid

aris Saint-Germain  have
gronted permission for Kylion
Mbappo to speak to Al Hilal

after the Saudi club's world-record

£ 258m i

The

Mbappe up for sale and left him out of

their equad for the pre-aeason tour of

French chompions  have  put

dapan and South Korea, having made

it clear they only want {0 inelude
plavers who are committed to the
club,

Al Hilalz record - hreaking offer is not
thes only one PSG have received, They
have been approached with a mix of
offers for Mbappe. meluding cash plus
plavers; but Al Hilal have shown ther
intention by tabling the world-record
hid,

PSG believe at feast five clubs are
intereated m sigmng Mbappe, with
Tottenham among them,

There = said o already be g "haot
markst” for the France captain, with

the nterested clubs including
Chelaea, Manchester United, Inter
Milan and Barcelonn

PG will listen to any offer and all
proposala to sell Mbappe, and if it was
left to the French champions they
weould  just z2ell him to the highest
bidder, although other clubs waill
struggle to come anvwhere near Al
Hilal's affer,

The forward has one yvear remaining

on his contract and e unwilling to
algn & new one, with PSG believing he
Heal

has already agresd Jon
Madrid for free next summer,
The 24-vear-old will not play for PE{
again 1f he does not extend his
cnntract.,

However, real may now be templed (o

muke a formal bid for the player to

make sure they do not mass out on him
AT
S mre determinesd not {0 Jose

Mbappe - who reportedly cost more
than E160m when he signed from
Monaco - tor nothing,

[nterested clubs have been alerted to
the fact that PSG are even willing to
loan Mbappe out for the seazon.

However, Mbappe is willing to dig his
heels in, sit on the sidelines next
season and leave for Madrmd ona free
tranater next summer.

The France forward will receive o
lovalty bonus of £51.68m 1f he s still a
PEG plaver on August 1, with his
eonteact stating he is due the bonus in
instalments, subject Lo certain
conditions.

PSG insiders are urging Mbappe to
speak to Al Hilal, with the Parisians
viewing & switch to Saudi Arabia az &
win for nll parties, espectally if the
playver only moves for just one season,
Mbappe would get his PSG lovalty
bonus, Al Hilal signing-on fes and
mussive wages, as well as a "lree
Madrid
summer, when he would get a £160m

transfer’ move to next
gipning-on fee, plua more masaive
WSS

Meanwhile, PSG would #et

return on their investment in the

some

plaver and the Mbappe saga would
Madric Ehie
plaver they want next summer as

end, while would  gel
planned on a free transfer.
Al Halal

Arpbin would get one of the hest

Il addition, and Saudl

plavers in the world, albeit for just
Ore AEARNTL

“It's all well and goed the club prong
Al

Hilal permission o speak o

myhan Mbappe - bot does Mbappe
want bospeak to Al Hilal? Bo for there
haz been no ndication AMbappe
interested mn moving to Saudi Arabia

15

at this atage ol bz careel

A ot of people are saying, he only
wantes to go to Real Madrod, Al Hilal
and all these other elubs are wasting
their time'. But these Saudis, the
soviereign wenlth fund and PIF are
the same people who have effectively
just bought golf, They just bought a
whole apore, pretty much,

"Thoy're the same peoplo who offered
Tiger Woods 2700m o zign up with
the LIV Golf tour. If they can afford to
apend 8T700m on Tiger Woods, who 12
past his beat and approaching the end

k

of hiz carcer, why wouldn't they

throw enormous sums pt Kyhan
Mbappe, who a lot of people would ray
ig the heat plaver i the world at the
mment’

"There are some ineredible numbers
fiving around. Some US outlets are
reporting that Al Hilal are offering
Mbappe something like €700m [or
o season and saving he can then go
and move to Resl Madeid. That s not
apmething 've seen, All | know for
sure is this offer weos made from Al
Hilal to PSG on Baturday for €300m."
httpadwww shyaportecomifootballin

Lt o
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Gricket: Sierra Leone, Tanzania &
Nigeria relegated to ICC Division 2

&:‘."f’

1CC U119 MEN'S
CRICKET WORLD CUP

AFMCA DUALIFIER 2023 TAMZAMLA

FINAL POINTS TABLE

Team Hame
Haomibaa LUNS
Kenya L1149
Ugands L%
Siema Leone UT%
Tancania U189

Higeris LTS

jerra Leone U192 Cricket team have
Sheen relegated to the ICC Division Il
after failing to finish amongst the top
three nations at the just conciuded ICC Africa

Men's U19 Cricket World Cup qualifiers in
Tanzania.

Despite defeating Nigerla and Uganda, the
Young Patriots were punished by the
tournament host, Tanzania in their final
match to wash away their hopes of staying in
the top division,

Also, early defeats to Kenya and eventual
champions Namibia all hampered Sierra
Leone's progress as they finished fourth place
in the group with four points from five
matches, sitting a point above Tanzania and

two more above West African brothers,
Nigeria,

The Walvis Bay Salt Eagles of Namibia lead
the pack handsomely going undefeated in
the tournament and were able to secure the
only available slot to represent Africa at the
Men's U189 Cricket world cup next year in Sri
Lanka.

MNamibia finished with nine points followed
by Kenya in second place with seven points
and Uganda with five points.

Meanwhile, flawless Namibia will be
awarded the last ticket for Africa having
emerged top of the group. Nigeria has lost
the apportunity to play on the global stage
and also lost Division 1 status thus being
relegated to Division 2 in the Africa pathway

Sierra Leone Judokas return from Switzerland training camp

jerra Leone lJudoka pair, Marima

Koroma and Francis Massaquoi have

both returned home after training
camp in Fiesch, Switzerland.
Koroma and Massaguoi were among 350
athletes and coaches from over 70 countries
who attend the youth training camp in Fiesch,
Switzerland.
Presenting the duo to the
NMational Olympics
Committee Sierra Leone
(NOC-SLE) President, Prince
Sualley, the Sierra Leone
Judo Association President,
Idriss Massaquoi thanked
the NOC-SLE and the
Olympics Solidarity for the
opportunity given to the
Association and the athletes.
He said the training camp
was timely and as well
helpful for the athletes as it
helps them hone their skills
in preparation for upcoming

competitions.

He said: “As an Association we are grateful
and as well proud of our athletes, they have
set the pace for others to follow imagine after
attending a training camp in Switzerland they
are back home to continue their training as
we prepare for the World Championship.

Sierra Leone referees to officiate in CAF
Women's Champions League Qualifiers

lerra Leonean FIFA badged referees,
SHumu Marah (Central), and Precious

Adama Amara (Assistant) have both
been appointed by the West Africa Football
Union (WAFU) Zone A to officiate in the 2023
TotalEnergies CAF Women's Club
Championship Qualifiers in Liberia.

The referee duo will be joined by Coach
Hannah Conteh (Technical Study Group) for
the tournament that will host four teams in
Monrovia, Liberia,

Both Marrah and Amara recently successfully
underwent the 2023 FIFA Member
Association Course for elite referees in Sierra
Leone and are three of the most outstanding
and excelling female officials in the country
with a high level of fitness and
professionalism.

According to the Sierra Leone Football
Association, Coach Hannah Conteh, who is a
veteran national team player and currently a
qualified coach, will form part of the
tournament's Technical Study Group with the
mandate to identify meritorious women of
the matches in the said qualifiers.

This year's WAFU Zone A Qualifiers is
scheduled to take place from the 7th to the
13th of August 2023 in Monrovia, Liberia.

The tournament will feature four teams from
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Mali, and Senegal, all

This should be an example to other athletes
and Judo as an Association we are ready not
only to participate at the bigger stage but to
compete.”

The President of the NOC-SLE said the
training camp is just
the beginning of
many things to come
for the athletes.
Prince Sualley said:”
We are so pleased
that these athletes
went to training camp
and are back, thisis a
big step in stone for
them, for us and for
the Association and it
is something we are
proud of.”

“One of our main
problems in sports
over the years has

vying for a chance to advance to the next
stage of the competition,

The qualifiers are scheduled to kick off on
August 7, 2023. The opening match of the
day will see Liberia's defending champions,
Determine Girls, take on As Mande from Mali,
The day will conclude with a match between
Senegal's As Dakar Sacre Coeur and Slerra
Leone's Moghewmo Queens.

On August 2, 2023, As Mande of Mali will face
off against Sierra Leone's Moghewmo
Queens, while As Dakar Sacre Coeur of
Senegal will battle it out against Liberia's
Determine Girls,

The highly anticipated WAFU Zone A
Qualifiers will culminate on August 12, 2023,
with a match between Senegal's AS Dakar
Sacre Coeur and their French counterpart, As
Mande. Hosts Determine Girls will wrap up
the competition by taking on neighbouring
team Mogbewmao Queens from Sierra Leone,

In another development, CAF has appointed
high-profiled Sierra Leonean Match
Commissioner Prince Kai Sa'Quee to preside
over Match-day 6 of the 2023 TotalEnergies
Africa Cup of Nations between Mali and South
Sudan, on the 8th September 2023 in
Bamako.

been how we retain our sporting talents, we
lose our athletes in these big games and that
gives us headache to start afresh and this is
something we want to put a stop to. We are
trying to break that cycle and the return of the
Judokas is a very good message to other
athletes and Associations out there,” the
NOC-SLE President,

The training camp in Switzerland was led by
Beijing 2008 bronze medallist Sergei
Aschwanden, who shared his vast knowledge
and experience with the young athletes.
Accompanying the athletes were 70
coaches, also benefiting from the camp.
“This is a fantastic place to be. Seeing them
in the evenings having a good time, laughing
and sharing their experiences is incredible.
They are already friends now and it will help
the development of judo," Sergel pointed out,
Amongst the participants was Olympic
Solidarity-backed athlete Francesco Aufieri
{MLT}), who will be competing in Nanjing.
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