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Auditor General’s tribunal
reserved for I‘II|III!|

By |brahim Kabba Turay

LRMEG Commissions construction of  guces o me s ceres s
have reserved the mling for hearing
into the substantive application of the

1 mm]gr" [=|n|}k mwr in Mauh“paka tilbahal. agaiiat tha former Audib

General, Mrs. Lara Taylor Pearce and her
1 deputy, Tamba Momah,
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Becording to the judges, adjournmaent will
be made known though notices to be sent.

The tribunal maltter came up an
Wednesday, 10th May 2023, at the
National Social Security and |nsurance
Trust {NASSIT) Court in Freetown.
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n what has been deseribed as an

unprecedented developmental

leap, Leone Rock Metal Group,
has handed over building materials to
Tonkoklili District Stakeholders in
an effort to heed to H.E President,
Julius Maada Bio's developmental
strides in facilitating the construetion
of a New Modern Clock Tower in the
Tonkolili District Head Quarter town
of Maghuraka Northern Provinee in
Sierra Leone.
The presentation was made at a
special ceremony held on Wednesday
10th May, 2023 at the Magburuka
Distriet Council, Tonkeolili Distriet
and attracted a host of attendees
including; The Manager Community
Affairs Department; Mr Morris
Manjianzhu, Deputy Manager
Community Affairs Department
LEMG; Mr Ansu Momoh, Resident
Minister North- East Region; Mr Abu
Abu Koroma, 19 Paramount Chiefz in
Tonkolili District, Hon, Member of
Parliament Constituency 050;
Hassan Sesay, LUC Magburuka;
Superintendent [brahim Sorie Sesav,
Youth Representative, and LRMG
Staff among many others,
LEMG ineffaceable 13 a leading
Mining company in implementing its
corporate social responsibility across
Sierra Leone. The companv's
commitments to build a modern clock
tower 1s an indication of the
significance and value it places on
township and its residents as it serves
as the administrative headquarter of
its operational district.
Speaking during the Presentation,
the Deputy Manager Community
Affairs; Mr Ansu Momoh, outlined
the purpose and intent the
ceremony  stating that thev were
delighted to be in Magburuka to
present the building materials and to
commit resources to the construction
of the new modermse clock tower. He
added, the presentation was to
formally hand over building
materials, to primarily assess the
structure and set the timeline with
regards the stipulated completion
date which he said would span for one
month. He then reaffirmed residents
of LRMG's commitments ta

of

b

At the event: Resident Minister,North,Abu Abu Koroma making statement while members of Leone Rock management look on

compliment Government's effort in
ensuring they revive developmental
drive and beautify Tonkolili District,
"This project cost of building a modern
clock tower summed up to has been
taken up at a cost of Four Hundred
and Forty-Seven Thousand, Five
Hundred and Seventy Leones
(NLE447,570). Stakeholders should
ensure that the project is completed
within the stipulated timeframe and
without compromising the quality.
They should also ensure that the
roadside vendors and other public
road users would not be affected due
to the construction work,” Mr. Ansu
Concluded.

Resident Minister North - East Region

Abu Abu Koroma showered praises on
LEMG for taking the sole
-

responsibility to construet the
Magburaka Modern clock tower,
noting that this move of straight
forwardness and display of attention
by the company to the people of
Tonkolili iz truly unmatched. The
Minister told dignitaries and the
people of the Tonkolili Disteict at the
handing over ceremony that if not for
LAEMG's intervention, after several
requests made to various Institutions
this initiative would not have been
accomplished

Speaking on hehalf of the Paramount
Chiefs; PC Kholifa Rowalla Chiefdom;
Alhaji Masakama Kanamanka 111
welcomed the initiative, noting that
the project is timely. He furthered
that the exemplary community
relations the company has

"

L

demonstrates, to the people of
Tonkolili is first of its kind and rare to
see such developmental drive.

"We admire LRMG development
strides and the cooperation with the
peaple of Tonkelili District. Indeed,
LERMG 15 a force to reckon with" he
concluded.

The handing over ceremony was
climaxed with the official turning of
the Sod by the Manager Community
Affairs LRMG, Deputy Manager
Community Affairs LRMG, Staff,
Paramount chiefs, MP's and other
dignitaries present.

This project 1s a testament to modern
design and a move by LEMG in a
positive direction which would be
embodied in this beautiful structure
when completed.,
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Employment Promotion Programme (EPP IV)
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1. Background of Employment Promotion Programme (EPP
V)

The Employment Promotion Programme (EPP IV) co-funded by
European Union (EU) and the Federal Republic of Germany. The
programme is being implemented by German International
Cooperation Sierra Leone (GIZ-SL) has as its overall goal
“promotion of youth employment through local economic
development and vocational training "In order to achieve this
goal, EPP IV works through the private sector and in particular
Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs) across the
country. Agriculture and Finance Consultants (AFC) is a third-party
consulting firm supporting GIZ in the implementation of EPP IV. The
programme is to be implemented from June 2021 to January 2024
for AFC Interventions.

2. Districts / Areasofimplementation

The programme is being implemented with a key focus on three
Districts where GIZ-SL operates, namely: Koinadugu/Falaba,
Kailahun and Kono. The interventions for the Facility for Growth and
Facility for Innovation are extended to other Districts as deemed
necessary by the programme. Consequently, interested Service
Providers should be prepared to work in other Districts not
mentioned in this Expression of Interest (EOI).

3. Ourstrategy /approach

The Private Sector Department (PSD) is one of the work areas within
EPP IV and is charged with the responsibility of ensuring that 190
SMEs are capacitated with in-kind support, such as branding,
labelling, jingle creation and broadcasting, designing of logos,
signboards, and specialized training within the life cycle of the
current programme using a methodology known as "Facility for
Innovation (F41) and Facility for Growth F4G" in Sierra Leone.

4, Purpose of consultancy

AFC is requesting Service Providers to build the capacity of 190
SME's who need business skills improvement in order to operate
profitably. This is done through specialize training, development of
jingles, branding and labelling, erection of signboards, basic
business entrepreneurial training, coaching to develop and
sustainably operate their businesses.

5. Specificobjectives
a)

To conduct assessment of the current status of business

needs for selected SMEs in the selected geographical areas

b) To develop individualized concepts and brands for jingles,
branding, labelling and logos
c¢) To provide specialized trainings for the selected SMEs

owners.

Expression of Interest (EOL for Service Providers to support 190
SMES with media service delivery and specialized training.

d) Tosupportbeneficiariesinformalizing their businesses

e) Toreportontangible results achieved by MSMEs as aresultof
the in-kind support and specialized training / coaching and
its contribution to the accomplishment of the objectives for
F4land F4G, of EPPIV.

f) To set targets and monitor progress along the achievements
of the In-kind support and specialized training of the 190
selected grantees.

There are geographical zones of implementation under this offer.
Each zone covers a District of EPP IV: Zone 1: Kailahun: Zone 2:
Kono and Zone 3: Koinadugu and Falaba: Zone 4 Makeni, Bo and
Kenema Districts. Interested Service Providers (SPs) applying for
the assignment will be given the task to service all assigned
beneficiaries.

6. Timeframe

The assignment delivery will be in batches of SME's from June 30"
until 31" October 2023.

Eligibility / Expertise / Documents to be submitted.

a) The Service Provider gives poof of good standing, commercial

qualification, payment of taxes and social benefits:
Clearance certificate of NRA and NASSIT

b) The Service Provider is based and registered in Sierra Leone:

c)

The Service Provider should have minimum of three (3)

years' experience in the tasks outlined for the assignmentand
should have experience in working in the targeted areas in
Sierra Leone and show a wide understanding of the
assignment.

d) A brief company profile that details the experience in

delivering similar tasks

Submission of Expressions of Interest

Service Providers should submit their "Expression of Interest” in a
plain sealed envelope in the Tender Box situated at the GIZ Country
Office Reception -37 Fraser Street, Freetown not later than 15"
May 2023, 5:00 PM local time, clearly marked with “EOI FACILITY
FOR INNOVATION (F41) AND FACILITY FOR GROWTH (F4G)
NUMBER-83434060"

Only shortlisted 5Ps will be contacted with detailed Terms of
Reference and tender documentation for submission of technical
and financial bids




Friday, May 12, 2023 . Concord Times

he African Leadership Magazine

(ALM) has hsted the Managing

Director of Rokel Commercial
Bank, Dr. Walton Ekundayveh Gilpin
among the 25 Top Financial Leaders in
Afriea for 2023
During a courtesy call at the Rokel
Commercial Bank Head Office past
Thursday, 11th May 2023, Dr.Walton
Gilpin, who emerged 17th on the list of 25
the
with a

personalities
presented
“Certificate of Emergence” by a team from
the Magazine's headguarters based in the
UK.

In an official release signed by ALM's
Kingzley Okeke, “the listing is a special
recognition the outstanding
contributions of Africa's topmaost finance

eminent ACTOES

continent was

for

leaders for providing the leadership and
innovative policies and programmes and
that helped stabilizing many
challenged national economies Africa.”

The List of Top 25 African Finance
Leaders was unveiled on the 13th of April
during the African
Networking

actions

Leaders
held

Finance

Conference in

Auditor General’s tribunal reserved for ruling

From Cover
Lawver Roland Wright, Counsel

representing the first Respondent, Lara
Tavlor Pearce, apart from adopting his
earlier written preliminary objections
dated 20th February 2023, made oral
objections and submissions about the
State Notice of Motion 2Hth
November, 2022,

According to Lawver Roland Wright, the
tribunal ought not to entertain the said

dated

application, so far as there was no valid
affidavit in support of the application
filed and served him by the Law Officers
Department,

That. he said it 12 mandatory and a
requirement for any application, and that
the heading referred to in the case file
number to wit "M Jo,4/2022, was not the

heading of the affidavit to the notice of

maetion, most significantly,
He arpgued that the affidavit from the
gtate remains undated and submitted

that the application must be
discountenanced,
He submitted that in the first order

sought in the notice of motion, the State
Applicants were seeking permission to

question the respondents as a means of

proceeding with the tribunal,

He argued that even the State Applicants
have accepted that both respondents are
subject matter. Counsel submitted that
the application ought to be refused by the

tribunal court, as it 15 in contravention of

the Practice Directions,
the Applicants
respondents as witnesses, Roland Wright
argued that the
premature as they have to comply with
"E" of the Court Practice Directions. He

For to use hoth

submission was

further submitted that even the tribunal
made a distinction between witnesses
and respondents,

In response to the objections, the State

Washington DC, USA and on the sidelines
of the Annual World Bank Group/TMF
2023 Spring Meetings,

The release also said those listed were
selected and ranked through a rigorous
two-step points-based selection process

that included nominations by a pool of

global financial experts and writers using
hard evidence as well as a voting system
to arrive at their final decisions of listing
the 25 individuals whose contributions to
the
continues to impact lives:

Accepting the Certificate of Emergence,
the Rokel Commercial Bank Managing

continent's financial industry

Director said he was humbled and filled
with pride to see a Sierra Leonean like
himself being recognized by a credible
outfit like the
Magazine and expressed hope that the
recognition would motivate

African Leadership
other
professionals in the financial sector to
work hard and bring more laurels home.

“The Rokel
Bank have not come through me alone, On
the back of all these achievements, there
iz also a dedicated team of bankers across

surcesses  at Commercial

counsel, Joseph Andrew Khalil Sesav said
assuming without conceding that counsel

for the first respondent was served with
an undated affidavit in support or without
a case number of the tribunal as per the
Practice Directions, it is insufficient to
uge the ungworn affidavit in a defective
form,

“This tribunal has the authority and
provides room for flexibility”, Lawver
Joseph Andrew Khalil Sesay emphasised.
On the second objection, about order and
direction, the State counsel argued that
the pravers were self-explanatory,

"The rules are there to guide us and
cannot circumvent orders," State Counsel
submitted.

In the absenece of the second respondent.
Tamba Momoh, who according to his legal
Pa Momoh
Fofana, went on medical, one of the

representative, Mohamed

dudges, Justice Ansumana lvan Sesay.
raised the 1ssue of the continuous absence
of the second respondent from the
tribunal.

“YVour client is not treating the court
fairly, and as per the practice directions
he ought to be in court at every adjourned
date, except otherwise which 18 not the
case,” Justice Ivan Sesay reminded
Lawver Fofana.

the country, there 15 a Board with a clear
vision, there are supervising entities with
a passion for excellence and there are
customers that are dependable. 1 am
grateful to God and I feel extremely
blessed to be part of a family that has
completely changed the
RCBank..." he said.

The African Leadership Magazine's list
for African Finance Leaders also include

story of

GFN presents position paper

By Ishmael Dumbuya

he Children's Forum Network

(CFN) has on Thursday 11th May

2023 presented 1ts position paper
to the Country Dirvector ChildFund, at
the ChildFund headguarters on Hill
Btation, Freetown,
The position paper speaks to issues
including Child Participation in decision
making, ending vielence apainst
children, right to education,parents role
in supporting learning journey,
emphasis on the school feeding program,
rights to health, media technology and
online safety, aceess to justice and the
right to a clean environment (Climate
Change),
In his statement to the press, the Vice
President of CFN, Foday Bangura noted
that over the past months, he has been on
a journey representing the children's
populace
platforms,
inaugural African Charter Summit.
He added that the summit was child-led
from the idea stage, noting that it was
children in Kenya that brought the idea
and amplified by Mtoto News, Kenya.

in two big continental

one of which was the

He further states that it was part of the
children’s
Bierra

representing
planned

committes
that

coordinated the summit.
“As a result of the successful outeome of
the input
processes and engagement during the

Leone and

summit and my in the

summit, gave me the opportunity to be
gselected amongst my peers to further
represent children of the continent,
which iz the 41st Ordinary Session of the

African Committee of Experts on the

political leaders {in charge of financial
portfolios) and fnancial experts in bi-
lateral organizations and the private
sector, Some notable names include; the
Ethiopian Minister of Finance, Ahmed
Shide, Madagasear Minister of Finance,
Hinda Rabarimirinarison, President of
African Development Bank, Dr Akinwumi
Adesina and  Heirs Holding Chairman,
Tony O Elumelu,

Rights and Welfare of the Child
{(ACERWC) in the Kingdom of Lesotho,”
he explained.

He went on to state that the committee is
the supervisory body set up by the
African Umon as enshrined in Article 38
of the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child with the mandate to
promote and protect the rights enshrined
in the Charter, monitor the
implementation and ensure protection of
the rights enshrined in the Charter and
interpret the provisions of the present
Charter at the request of a state party.

He appreciated and thanked partners
and sponsors of the African Children's
Summit. Organizations
ChildFund for providing the finanecial
support for the Summit, GIZ, UNICEF,
Save the Children, World Vision, Kenya
other

such as

Alrwavs, and a host of
orgamzations,

The Children's Forum Network (CFN) is
child-led

organization that was formed in 2000

the umbrella advocacy

and supervised by the Ministry of Gender
and Children's Affairs (MGCA).
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UBA N

United Bank for Africa

EASTER-RAMADAN
PROMO

Receive Money Worldwide from
our branches and get
rewarded with exciting gift items!

Go to any UBA Branch to receive cash
from AfriCash, MoneyGram, Ria,
Western Union and get a reward.

The more you receive,

the bigger the rewara!

[ ]
Fri b
AfriCash \9 MoneyGram {10} A \\ Westemn Union Africa’s Global Bank | www.ubasierraleone.com
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Market Watch

Traders at Congo Market
lament slow sales of foodstuff

By Elizabeth J. Kamara

Some foodatuff at Congo Market

arket Watch Is a column that looks at the prices of basic commodities in
various markets across the city of Freetown, It seeks the views of traders
as well as customers on sales of thelr goods and prices at which the last
Consumers buys,
Ahead of the June 247 2023 elections, traders have expressed frustration and
disappointment over the low sales and hike in the prices of foocdstuff and beverages
in the country.
In this edition of market watch, Concord Times Elizabeth ). Kamara interviewed
some traders and customers dealing In foodstuff and beverages In Freetown to
know the changes that have taken place as it remains few weeks to election.
Speaking to this medium, Joseph Conteh is a petty trader at the Congo Market who
deaks in assorted cold drinks,
He abserved that increase in the prices of feodstuff is becoming alarming as most
foodstuff prices have double since last month making business very difficult for
them.
He noted that local foodstuff should not be expensive than imported ones if only
lecal farmers are provided with the needed support by the government.
He thorefore pleaded with government to pay more atbention to local foodstuff by

Below are the current prices of foodstuff at Congo Market.

f Long grain parbolled rice 50kg MLe 640.00

: Long grain parboiled rice 2okg MLe 320.00

| Big joe rice S0kg MLe 50000

| Big joe rice | 25kg MLe 350.00

| Rice cup MLe 4.00

| IPB broken rice S0kg MLe 540.00

| JIPB broken rice 25kg BLe 420.00

L Thai Jasmine 50kg MLe 850.00

| Sierra rice | Skg MLe 70.00

| pepper Per bag MLe 100000

| pepper Per cup MLe 7.00

| Paddi groundnut oil 200t MLe 64000
Fadl:ll i groundnut oil | 10lit ‘MlLe 350.00
Canula oll | Blit. MLe 15|:I |:u:||:|
| Bamna mayonnaise Big bottle Mle 120.00

| Jago mayonnaise MLe 45.00

| Paddi maggie \packet MLe 30.00

| onga | 1 packet MLe G000

87 voter registration cards distributed

By Alhaji Haruna Sani

he Chairman of the Electoral
Commisgion of  Serra  Leone
{ECSLY has aaid that 2,052 680

of yoter registration canrds, representing
7% of the total number of registered
virtera, have been distributed.

The EUCSL boss made the disclosure
while updating the Multi-Stakeholders
Election Steering Committes Mecting
MESCT held on May 10ih at the
Bintumani Hotel at Aberdeen,
Freatown.

The Multi-Stakeholders Election
Bteering Committes (MESC) mests at
least onee a month s as to address
izgues of controversies around the June
24 electionz. The latest was the Sth
MESBC Meeting.

The Commissioner mentioned that
conaodidation of data from card
digtribution 15 currently ongoing at the
ECSL Data Centre at Wellington,
which he said include adding photos to
photoless registrants, correction
misplaced registrants.

[n the area of nomination of candidates
for Local Couneil Elections (LEC), he
gaid candidates from two Political

of

-ECSL

Parties (APC & SLPP] wore
provisionally nominated for all LCE in
all 16 districts,

He weont on to stste that 37.7% of
councilors nominated were female and
that nomination for Presidential and
membera of Parhament were concluded
on May 9th.

"Candidatea for 13 Political Parties
have been provisionally nominated For
Progidential elections (APC, SLPP,
DM, PDP, PLE, ReMIP. MDA, EUFP,
UNPP, NURP, CDP, ADP and FMDC).
One female Preasidential candidate was
nominated.” he sasd.

For result manapement, the
Commissioner eaid the commiseion has
commenced plans to set up Hegional
Result Management Centres in
Freetown, Bo, Kenema., Port Loko and
Bombali to tally pnd transmit results
for Presidential. Parbiamentary and
Laocal Council elections.

The Ministry of Finance provided detail
on information on Election Financimg
and the Political Parties Hegulation
Commigsion (FPRCY eneured among
others,

Mercy Ships to tmt 71000 |lIItiIIIIIE In Sierra Leone

By Thrahim
Kabhba Turay

n August this

vear, Mercy
Bhipz will be
coming to Sierra

Leone to treat 7.000
Sierra  Leoneans of
different surgical
llness,

Merey Ships has a
long-lasting  history
tracing back to mare
than 20 years with
the West African
nation including
Sierra Leone,

The head of Patient Selection at
Mercey Ship, Erie Diatta, disclosed
that the wmedical charity ship,
Mercy Ships, will dock in Sierrea
Leone this August and embarks on

L

»

surgical operations in all regions of

the country and will last for ten
month

He samd wupon invitation by the
Covernment of Swerra Leone, they
have signed o communigque with the
Minmistry of Health through the

Dristrict Medical (ifeers (DMOs) of

four districtz in all regions of the
country, where they will embark on
surgical operations when they
arrive in bhe country in late Aupust,
He added that they have alroady
storted registration in differesnt
parts of the countey which will come
to an end on the 19%h May, 2023,
and the registration and the
surgery will be free,

He further states that four
Hospitals or Community Health
Centres (CHC) locations will be
made available i Freetown, one

i IH..

il
S1aff from Mercy Ships and the MoHS

Ba and

each 1 hambia, Maken,
Kenema.

He said they will be doing
Paediatric Orthopadic surgery,
Plastic reconztructive surgery, eve
surgery, maxilla facial surgery, and
other fnee dizeases,

He said they were encouraging all
Sterra Leoneans to come and
register to the wvarious hospital
locations across the country before
the 19th May, 2023, noting that
they needed more people for the
VRS BUTEOTY,

For over 25 vears, Merey Ships have
been offering pro bono serviee o
patients in Sierea Leone, Liberia,
The Gambin, Senegal, Cameroon,
Madogasear, Benin, Ghana, South
Adrien, and Togo — conducting life-
SAVINE surgeries in the process.

"All services by Mercy Ships are
provided [ree of charpe to the
participant, thanks to donors
around the world and their support
of the volunteer profezsionals
onhoard their hospital ships.”
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Zenith Bank (SL) Lid
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Discover a World of
Truly Convenient Banking
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Street Freetown Freetown

v Funds Transfer

v Check Bank Account
KENEMA LUMLEY + Buy EDSA Top up

27 Kaisamba Terrace 15 Freetown Road
Off Hanga Road Lumley Freetown

BO LUNGI
54 Tikonko F/T International
Road Bo Airport, Lungi

WELLINGTON MAKENI CASH CENTER
282 Bai Bureh Road, Ernest Bai Koroma University

v Buy Airtime

v Cheque Confirmation

v Stop Cheque Order

Wellington Industrial Estate of Science and Technology Makeni Campus
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By Hassan Ghassay Koroma

frican Export-lmport Bank
{Afreximbank ),Regional
Chief Operating Officer for
West
Intong, has stated

Eric
that

Anglophone Africa,
Monchu
within three yvears' period, inclusive
2022, 2023 and 2024, the bank will he
willing to spend over one billion
United States Dollars to promote the
private sector and boost the economy
of the country.

He zaid the Bank together with its
partner, Oakwood Green Africa,
agricultural and
production companies to take
advantage of the opportunity
ensure that as Africans they ave able

encouraged
L

to produce what they eat and also help
to hoost the Africa economy,

“Last wvear roadshow gave us the
opportunity to originate transactions
amounting to about three hundred
million United States Dollars which
are various stages of credit approval
and we thought that this vear's will
also give us another opportunity of at
least another three hundred and fifty
million United States Dollars, so that
between last vear, this vear and next
vear we will should be targeting at
total amount of one hillion United
States Dollars to be considered 1n
disbursement to support economic
development through trade finance
and trade enabling transactions,” he
said.

He was speaking on Wednesday, May
10, during a presser at the Freetown
City Counecil Auditorium in
Freetown, with the theme 'Sustaining
Intra-Africa Trade Drive: Navigating

the Last Mile' noting that at the end of

a two-day roadshow conference they
will be able to identify potential
customers,

He said the bank is providing the
funds to support trade and trade
promotion in member
noting that the bank is a 30-year-old
financial institution that was
established in 1993 and was created
to promote, facilitate and finance

countries,

intra and extra-Africa trade,

He said the bank has programs and
facilities that are made available to
member government
owned Institutions, parastatals,
private sector like the commercial
banks, cooperate, SMEs.

He said because some of the facilities
the bank is providing can be quite
technical, they decided to partner

countries’

with Qakwood who can translate and
breakdown the reguirement into
simple and understanding manner
for their customers,

He said the second roadshow event
they were having in the country was
to re-energise their partners to
understand the benefits the hank is
providing to promote and finance

AFREXIMBANK affirms willingness

to invest over Sthillion in Salone

AFREXIMBANK
TRADE ROADSH

i Jp b wranied Cavrwa

their businesses, to create
employment, fight poverty and to
support economic development and
transformation in the country.

He said the two-day roadshow event
gives people the opportunity to ask
questions about the bank and the
facilities its provides, stating that on
the second day of the event they had
one-on-one discussions with potential
customers with the aim of having a
list of businesses they can go with and
fight for approval.

He said the second edition of the
Sierra Leone

roadshow 1n

Wias
organised with the purpose of
benefiting from the gains they

recorded at the first edition of the
roadshow in 2022 and re-energised
their potential clients to understand
the that
provide for them to promote and
finance their businesses to
employment, to fight poverty and to
support economic development and
transformation.

He reiterated that the focus is that
between last yvear, this vear and next
vear they should be able to target
investment approval of about one
billion States
support economic development in the
country.

Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of Oakwood Green Africa
Limited, Gabriel Edgal, said they
partner with the bank because they
have a vision to enable greatness and
the wision to solve problems and

henefit Afreximbank can

create

United Dollars to

W Africa

CET T R

of Tvade an

I Mimintry

encourage Africa countries to be able
to fix their problems.

He disclosed that the bank is a $40
billion bank that has the capacity to
finance businesses in Africa, noting
that trade has always been one of the

sectors that boost the economy of

Africa and trade has been a major
factor that unites Africa and that was
the reason the Africa Free Trade
Chapter was created.

Speaking at the opening event,
Minister of Trade and Industry, Dr.
Edward Hinga Sandi | said trade is a
foundational catalyst for
development and countries that are
opened in international trade tend to
grow faster, be more Innovative,
attract more investment, and create
formal, well-paying emplovment
opportunities for their citizens,
noting that in the
development, few countries have
reached middle-income levels
without effectively utilizing trade.

He said as Sierra Leone continues to
make progress towards achieving
national development, the aspiration
to attain a middle-income level by
2035 remains paramount and trade 13
a key driver in reaching that
milestone.

He said the existential barriers to
trade, tvpical of a developing
economy,coupled with the challenges
posed by global trade competitions
and a breakthrough, can only be
achieved by crafting a deliberate
strategy that will re-engineer the

history of

|

SIERRA LEONE

business environment through key
policy reforms, harness sub regional
and regional trade integration
opportunities, and attract investment
intrade and industry,

*“This 18 exactly what the Ministry of
Trade and Industry has as its
intended purpose. Therefore, the
ministry is partnering with African
Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank)
and Oakwood Green Africa Lamited
{Oakwood Green) in repositioning
Trade for the Intra Africa Trade
opportunities This strategy lays the
basis for Sierra Leone to have greater
participation in the following
agreement, African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA), African Union,
World Trade Organization (WTO)
multilateral negotiations;
preferential trade arrangements with
the United States America —
African Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA); the European Union -
“Evervthing but Arms" initiative; and
China - Dutyv-Free Quota-Free
(DFQF) scheme for least developed
countries.

The
promoting Afreximbank’s mandate in
Sierra Leone by fostering a deeper
understanding of the Bank's products

of

Roadshow, in addition to

to the Banking and Business
Communities, will alzo serve to
reinforece and activate various

initiatives aimed at driving Sierra
Leone's participation in Intra Africa
trade 2023 in Egypt.
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LOCAL NEWS

he Young Generation wing of suncnsstul mndraISI“

the Sierra Leone People's
Partv of North America
(SLPPNA), under the leadership of
the Repional Young Generation
Council (YGC)., Hindolo Barnet,

organized a classy and inclusive

fundraising dinner over the
weekend (May 6th, 2023) in
Vineland, New Jersey, with a

youth-focused ceremony,
highlighting the importance of
young people in Leadership and
President Bio's commitment
towards empowering voung people
in Sierra Leone. The event further
showeased the YGC's unrivaled
commitment and support of
President Bio and New
Direction Government.

“When President Maada Bio
passionately told all SLPP
supporters that his re-election
campaign would go on if members of
the party will put their resources
together to facihitate the entire
campaign process, as he would not
use a dime of the state resources for
that, we listened and did our
assignment well,” they noted

his

SLPP North America Young Generation holds

Senior
Dawvid

Basic and
Education,

of

Minister
Secondary
Sengeh, who served as the Keynote
speaker of the event, highlighted
three important areas in achieving

-

service
underscoring  some
leadership styles of President Bio.
He said the Ministry of Basic and
Senior Secondary Education has
been an amiable ministry because of

effective delivery,

kev unigque

the unprecedented progress in
terms of quality and education both
nationally and internationally,

The dinner inclusive as
members of the National Grand
Coalition (NGC) were full

WHs

in

g dinner to re-elect President Bio

attendance to
support the
argenda of

President Bio's re-
election campaign,
“That was a show
of strength for the
recently signed
and sealed
progress alliance
between the
parties — to gulde
Sierra Leone
further to
inclusive and
sustainable
national development.”

At the end of the event, Delaware
Valley (DVC ) chapter presented to
the chairman of the SLPPNA
region, Desmond Pessima, a boldly
printed copy of a forty-five thousand
United States Dollars ($45,000)
cheque, plus an extra two thousand
five hundred dollars ($2,5000)
towards the campaign for the re-
election of President Bio.

two

Face to Face with Ghina: Ambassador Wang
highlights successes of Ghina - Sierra Leone relation

By Mohamed J Kargho

he Chinese Embassy has on

May 10th 2023 held their

second session of face to face
with china at China House, Old
Railway Line., Freetown. The
session was held in order to
highlight the successes of China on
the global stage and that of the
successes China has made in Sierra
Leone,
In his opening remarks, the
Chinese Ambassador to Sierra
Leone, Ambassador Wang Qing,
said it was his first visit at China
House, Home of the Sierra Leone-
China Friendship Society, and has
witnessed the development of
China-Sierra Leone Friendship,
adding that the friendship is geared
towards promoting cultural
exchanges between the two
countries.
He further noted that everyone
present at the oceasion has their
own role to play in promoting the
China-Sierra Leone relations and
have keen interest in what is going
onin China.
He went on to state that this year's
sessions were held in March and the
first session was the session of
National People Congress (NPC),

and that of Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC).

“At the NPC session, the new state

leaders were elected wherein Xi
Jinping was unanimously re-
elected President of the People's
Republic of China, reflecting the
common will of the Chinese people.
President Xi Jinping will continue
to steer the ship for the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation,

ensuring the continuity and
stability of China's policy,” he
explained.

He continued that China has
adjusted its policies on the

prevention and control of the Covid-
19 pandemic, injecting new energy
into China and bringing new
opportunities to the world, adding
that the included
canceling entry, PCR testing and
guarantine, and orderly resuming
outhound and inbound tourism
which returned people's lives to
normaley.

He mentioned that programs such
as the May Day holiday in China is
an indication that normalcy has
returned to the country.

“According to relevant data, a total
of 274 million domestic trips were
made during the May Day holiday,
generating 148 billion yuan of
tourism revenues, up by 70% and
128% vear-on-vear respectively.
Outhound travel bookings of
Chinese tourists soared by nearly
seven time's vear-on-vear,” he said.
Ambassador Wang also said that
Sierra Leone and China are good

measures

L 3

.
1

Ambassador Wang delivering his speech and stakeholders

friends, good brothers and good
partners, adding that the China-
Sierra Leone relations has thrive for
over decades.

“Sierra Leone China Friendship
Association, Sierra Leone China
Foundation, Sino-Sierra Leone
Alumni Association and the media
have made important contributions
to maintaining the traditional
friendship between China and
Sierra Leone, enhancing mutual
understanding and promoting
conperation between the twao sides,”
he explained

He concluded on the note that over
100 Sierra Leonean students have
gone to China for studies , noting
that China has dispatched expert
teams to help the development of
Sierra Leone agriculture,
infrastructure and other fields, and
three medical teams are about to
complete a new round of rotation to

actively help Sierra Leone's health
system,

Delivering his keynote address, the
Minister of Trade and Industry,
Edward Hinga Sandi said that he 1s
a product of China, and that he
studied there for six vears and later
returned.

He noted that China House is part
of the territory of China in Sierra
Leone and that China is Sierra
Leone's biggest trading partner.
“Any sector of works vou go vou will
find Chinese People and they also
have the largest mining company in
Sierra Leone. Leone Rock Mining
Company.

He further stated that the Chinese
Government has helped Sierra
Leone in many ways, in areas like
the rehabilitation of the National
Stadium. Youyi Building, China-
Sierra Leone Hospital and many
more,
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BUD GET ADVOCACY NETWORK

Terms of Reference (ToR) to Conduct a
Study on the Current Macro Economic Policies
and Tax Regime/Laws, and their Implications

for Women's Inclusion into the Macroeconomic
Space and Business Dpportunities in Sierra Leone.

1. INTRODUCTION

Budget Advocacy Network (BAN} and Christian Aid Sierra Leone are implementing a project titled: “Fostering
Giender Just Recoveries in Sierra Leone,” which is funded by the William and Fiosa Hewlen Foudation, This project
seeks to contribute to Christian Adds” long-term econmimic justice vision in which economies are transformed at the
local, national, regional, and global levels to serve and be shaped by the voices of marginalised communities. The
owerall apmas 1o build o new soeisl contract that fulfills human rights, value care, are sustainable, and heal the earth,
in wiys that are rocded in restorative fustice.

Civer the years, the government of Sierra Leone has made significant progress in promulguting laws and policies that
are peared toward improving the macroeconomic space and gender empowerment for greater molusion, Recent
amang them melude the Gender Equahity and Women's Empowerment Policy (2021} and the GEWE Act. 2023,
Before this recent development, the 3 Gender Acts eniscted 10 2007 e, the Domestic Violence Act, the Devolution of
Estates Act, and the Registration of Customury Marmmiage und Divorce Act, were the tee breaker in terms of gender
empowerment m-Sierra Leone, but these docwments fasled 10 cipiure women’s eronomic empowerment mssues,
which has now been captured in the GEWE Act, 2023, Adding to the fact that the government also did honor the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, made o clear statement towasrds
gender empowerment. These Acts and policies ensure more consensual muriage practices, allowing female
inheritance of praperty, a minimum quots Tor women in elected positions, and more, While these are major steps
forward. women's rights in Sierra Leone still do not have protection in the country s constitution and need imending.
For instance —discrimimation agaimst women in our society 15 o major gap that the Act does not cover. Even now. some
landlords discriminate ngainst women and won't rent property (o them. The legal system has separate rules for
suretics whe are women. To make up for decades of prejudice and create the capability reguired Lo fill the numerous
Jubs for women, alfirmative setion mast be wsed when awarding scholarships, awirds, and bursanes to students, The
Government 15 nof regquired 1o allor sufficient funds for women's empowerment, The remeval of discrmmation
hased on macital stitus, access to ealtheare, and reproductive health are cdber areas that should hive been covered in
the GEWE Act, of 2023,

The macroecomamic impact inour society is said to adversely affect women more than men. The Sierra Lebne socio-
cconpmic space 15 characterized by a large agravian sector, which accounts for pbout BO-85% of the meral
employment and at least 75% of the total population. Maost of the people in this sector are self-emploved and unpaid
famuly workers which constitute the macro of the female population compared to the male. (Bank of Sterm Leone
Newsletter Julv-August, 2002). According to the National Micto-Fmance Policy, 2003, 70% of the urban labour
workforce, which results from the labour surplus generated in the cities, is constituted by the urban informal sector of
which women account for 65%. By way of description, the key features of the informal sector include the dommance
of sell~emploved individuals, mostly women {such as petty traders, street vendoss, tailors, 1., ), The sector largely
rehies on labour services provided by owners and families and oceasionally on paid Tabour sithout Tormal
employiment conlracts,

On the other hamd, tax regimes and polickes can either promote or hinder women's economic participation and
wodmien's business opportunities, Women in Sierra Leone face challenges such as limited aceess to finance, limited
aceess o markets, and cultural barriers. Tax liws caneither exacerbate these challenges or help overcome them,
Taxation policies can also impact women's ability to participate in the formal sector. In Sierra Leone, women ire
overrepresented in the informal sector where they may have limited access o social protection and labour righes
Properly designed tax policies that encourage women to move into the formal economy can help address these gops
and promole women's SConomic empowerment.

Therefore, studyving and analyvsing tax laws in Siemra Leone and their impact on women in business is crucial in
identifying policies thut can create wn esabling environment for women's empowerment and econonic pacticipation,
Closing gender disparities af work and empowering women i the economy are criecial components of the 2030
agenda for Sustaineble Development Goals, which are the pellars of the SDs,

Agminst this backdrop, Budget Advocsey Netwaork 15 seeking the services ol a suitably qualifed Sierra Leoncun in
the fiekd of Law, Econemics, or related felds 1o underake a research sssignment that wall ademify the gendered
implications of current macrocconomic palicies, 1ax regime/daws and how they can be improved o promote
WOReN's ecomic empowerment and bosiness apportunitics,

1. 28C0FE

The role will be reguired to conduct the study in Freetown within 4 weeks, commencing the date of signing the
contract, This role will generate evidence of the gender disparity for women's inclusion inte the macrocconomic
spuce; the legal framework pround twstion snd its implicetions on business opportunities in Sierma Leone, ond
determine how these can be improved to promote women's economic empowerment.

1.3 Admand objective of the research

Thas research aims (o examine the extent i which the macroeconomie policies have impacted the level of women's
i leston in the macroeconomic space of Sierma Leone so that there can be increased awareness smong citizens about
the need 1o support women's economic empewerment and inclesion in the mscroeconomic space. I8 also aims at
providing a comprehensive analysis of the tax regime! liws in Sierrn Leone and how they impact women's business

opparunities, Specifically, the analysis should:
. Identily the specific tax bvws and policies that negstively affect wormen in business,
* Explore the reasons behind these gender disparities. in tax laws and assess  their

prevalence across different sectors;
. Assess the impact of these gender bases on women's business activities, including thear ability
1o aceess finance. grow their businesses, and comribute to the country's economic

development:

. Make pohcy recommendations 10 improve the gemder sensitivity of fax lows 100 promote
women's business in Sierra Leone,

. Identily the broader macroeconomic policies thar are affecting women's economic

empowenment both negatively and positively.

. Identify the barriers that are limiting women's inclusion in the macroesconomic space

. Identify  possible macroeconomic policies that will provide opportunities for women's
ernpowerment

The analysis should be conducted i live with the principles of good governience, transparency, and accountability,
and should consader the opinions and perspectives of women in business,

LA Methodology

The consultant will provide & detailed sampling strategy that will be used for selecting respondenss, stukeholders,

andd or communitics, incleding sample size caleubution. The consultant will submit sn inceptton report including a

work plan based on their review of the ToR und outhining their proposed methodology for the study. A sampling

strntegy must be developed to ensure o 95%, confidence interval level with o 3% margin of error,

The Christian Add and BAN team will review und decide whether to approve the sampling strategy or ifuny

Turther modifications or changes are needed. Triangulation of informition gathered during the quantitative and

quaalitative duta collection is cructal i this study, with rellection on how the lindings relme o the secondary

documentation

The Methodalogy Shauld Tnclude:

I Sccondary documentiation/'desk review: The consultant will identify secondary data for review for
this assessment{ policies, strategies, and previous simalar researchies)).

2]

Primiary Data Collection: Following (he desk review, the consultunt will design the research tools
and cotlect primary data as applicable. The smdy should employ both qualitative (FGDs & K1) and
quantitutive {digital tools only happroaches.

& In-depth iterviews: Qualititive data will be as important as quantitetive data as this belps provide
the “story” behind the guantitative data. Focus group discossions (FGD) and key informant
imerviews (KIN must be conducted.  Best peactices of holding inferviews and focus group
dizcussions with turget respondents should be exercised,

4. Disaggregation of data: Al data, qualitative and quantitative collected through this exercise must
be disaggregated by sex, sge, location, and disability status.

141 Daia Management:

Ensuning data gquality and management is a primary responsibility of the consultant ranging from data collection,
storage, and dispo=al. We require o participatory approach where the consultant engages relevant Key stakeholders,
Aspart of the data cleaning process, consistency and validity checks are required and frequency runs on all variables
i cheek for any existing inconsistencies and outliers. All the necessary duota comections must be done sceordingly,
amd date analvsis done following an analysis plan. Data analysis basically will invelve univarate and bivanate
analvsis of selected vanables of interest wath gruphs and tables,

1.5 Ethics and Safeguarding:

Christian Add and Budgel Advovacy Network are committed to complying with privacy and date protection laws
neluding the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) and the Ceneral Data Prodection Begulation { GDPR). Christian Aud's
Dt Protection Policy sets oul the principles that Christian Aid applies when handling individual personal
information. Amy consultant offered a contrect with Christian Aid is expected to be GDPR compliant when handiing
individuals” personal information as well, Ethical data collection including confidentinlity. consent, thinking about
gendder and power relations (who is collecting data from whom), respectful work, health, and safety/security is u
Fequirennt,

In sdeditiom, Christion Aid has a Sateguarding Framework that includes a Safeguarding and Accountability pelicy. o
Stafl Code of Comduct, and a Child Protection Policy which has been developed to ensupe the maximum protectionof
progeramme pamicipants and 1o clarify the responsibilities of CA staff, visitors 10 the programme suwd partner
organization. ond the standards of behaviour expected of them. We have the responsibility to ensure that any persons
hired, used. or consulted during the process are mede famaliar with the policies and commit to abide by them dunng
the execution of this work, Consultants and teams {inchuding enumerstors ) efTered o contract with Christian Aid will
be expected to sign the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policies a= an appendix 1o their contract, By doing =0,
consultants acknowledge that they have understood the contents of policies and agree to conduct themselves by the
provistonsof these documents,

L6 Cruality Assurance:
The consultant is responsible to ensure dats validity, consistency, and scourscy und to submit reports written in good
Standard English, [f these standards are not met, the consultant will, ol his'her own expense, make the necessiry
amendments to bring the reports to the required standards,
1.7 The consultant should possess the following qualities:
Ability to upply strong ethical standards inengaging with stakeholders” sensitive information.
Demonstrated  experience i conducting  both  quantitative and  qualitative  data gatherig,
documeniation, and analysis
Strong analytical skills and obility to present findings, draw practical conclusions, and prepare well-
writlen neports promptly,
A ability to engape diverse groups of women and youths,

1.3 Specific Tasks for the Consultant
The consultant will conduct the Tollowing tasks:

Participate in onling meetings relaved 1o this research when required

Produce o detailed inception report

Subimit the final inception repant

Conduct traning for enumeritors g lustve of pre-testing of tools
Supervise the field data collection process {including onweekends)
Comnduet data eleaning, anilysis, and shanng of the Grst drall report
Tuke on board draft report feedhsck

Subumit a second draft report addressing comments on the firstdrafi

Address comments and share final baseline reports (e, full report, summary report, raw data, and

PowerPoint presentaticn of the summury repaort)

. Undertake a stakeholder analysis (o understand the perspectives of key stukeholders on the impact of
macroeconomic policies on women's ceonsmic empowerment,
Identify birmiers to women's economic inclusion in the macroeconomic space in Sierma Leone.
Conduct & comparative analysis of policies and practices in other countries that promoie women's
inelusion m the macroeconmmic space

. Develop recommendations for policy mmprovements that promote women's  economic
empowerment in Sierra Leone,

. Identify the gender biases m tax laws and policies that negatively impact women's busingss
opportunities, including arens such as registration, compliance, @x rates, exemptions, and penalties.

. Assess the impact of gender-biased tax laws on women entrepreneurs, i particular thesr impast on
aecess to fimance, marketopportunities, business growih, and competitiveness,

. Iovestigate the best practices and successful strategies in other countries to promote gender-
sensitive tax policics that foster women's entreprencurship.

. Proffer policy recommendations for relevant stakeholders to promote the gender senstivity of tax

Twwes and policies in Sierma Leone,

1.5 Timeling and Deliverables
The research i expected o last for ] maonth starting from the date of signing the contract, The expected deliverables
for this assigrment include the following:

- Inception report
. Dralt report

- Final repon

. Policy Brief

]

PowerPoint presentation of the summanzed repont

L& Qualification and Experience of the Consaltant
The suecessTul candidate for this research should have;

. A minimumof a master's degree in economics, development study, social science, or arebated ficld,

. A minimum of § years of experience in conducting economie analvsis and policy research, gender,
and tax lnws policies,

. Demonstrated experience i gender-responsive econamic analysis and gender manstreaming,

. Knowledge of macrocconomic policies, ax laws'regimes, and practices in Sierra Leone and the

ceanombe context in the region.

- Demonstrated ability to work independently and meet deadlines.

- Very good written and communication skills, with examples of pubhished works.

. Experience inconducting sumilar assignments, either in Sicrra Leone or elsewhere.

APPLICATION PROCESS

Interested persons should send in their Expresston of Interest { EOL to nfodban-s1org no lster than 19h, May 2023,
Please include your OV and copies of vour cenilivate,

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO PAPER APPLICATION WILL BEACCEPTED,

Oy shortlisted candidates will be contacted, Womnen are stromgly advised toapply.
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GENERAL PR

NOTICE

Government of Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone Compact Development Unit
CPN 20

May 4, 2023

The Umted States Government through the Millennmum Challenge Corporation and the Government of Sierra
Leone have entered mto an Eleven Million, Nine Hundred and Seventy Thousand, Three Hundred and
Seventy-Five US Deollars (311,970,375) Compact Development Funding Agreement to support the
development of the Increasing Access to Reliable and Affordable Power in Sierra Leone Activity project.
gnd mfrastructure, supporting the mcreased supply of clean and low-cost electnaty (on- and off-gnd),
instituhional strengthening. and mcreasing productive use of electncaty.

The Government of Sierra Leone acting through the Sierra Leone Compact Development Umt imntends to apply
parts of the proceeds of the funds to payment of contracts for goods and seraices.

MCC’s funding 15 appropnated by the US. Congress and obligated to the development of projects up-fromt,
with no incremental or partial funding When a contract 15 signed with an MCA Entty, money 1s already
avalable to the MCA Entty and for most confracts,; mvoices are paid dwectly to
Contractors/Consultants/Supphers by the US Treasury.

In furtherance of this development process, dunng the next eight months starting from May, 2023, the
Government, supported by MCC, plans to begin procedures to procure the following services:

Procurements for the period 1* May 2023 to 31" December 2023
wat of Good

procedures set out in the MCC Program Procurement Guidehines which can be found at the MCC’s ywebate

Procurements are open to all bidders from all ehgible countnes as defined mm the MCC Program
Procurement Guudelmes. Specific procurement notices for contracts to be tendered will be announced, as
they become available, on Umtfed Nations Development Business (Qiin//werw devbusmesscom’),
dgMarket: hitp-//'www demarket com/), and other media outlets.

Interested ehzible contractors and consultants who wash to be mcluded on the mailing hst to recerve a copy
Intersn  Procurement Agent for the Compact Development Team Permlle Darville
permlle darville@ crownagents co.uk with copy to Zenobia Maddy, zenobia maddv@crownagents co.uk
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Request for Proposals UNICEF
dierra Leone Admin Services

The United Nations Children's Fund invites individual tenders for the services listed below
through a Long-Term Agreement for an initial period of 24 months with possible extension for
another 12 months.

Please visit the United Nations Global Market (UINGM) Website and download the tender
documents. Please note the dates for the Bid Conference (where applicable) and submission
deadline for each tender as stated in the UNGM.

Thank you.

1. Provision of Air Conditioners Maintenance Services for UNICEF Offices in Freetown and
Kenema and the Warehouse at Ferry Junction, Freetown.

2. Servicing of Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) for Freetown CO, Ferry Junction
Warehouse and Kenema Field Office and Biometrics for Freetown Country Office.

3. Provision of Cleaning Services For UNICEF Offices in Freetown and Kenema and the
Warehouse at Ferry Junction, Freetown.

4. Servicing of Fire extinguishers for Freetown Country Office, Warehouse at Ferry Junction,
Freetown, and Kenema Field Office.

UNICEF Public NOtice for 5 UNICEF agrees to sign the Sierra Leone Road Safety Authority

(SLRESA) Vehicle Transfer Form for transfer of ownership of the
Sale of Used Items May 2023 vehicle from UNICEF o the successful bidders

6. UNICEF was exempted from taxes on these vehicles, successful
bidders will now be required to pay the applicable taxes to the
government through the National Revenue Authority. The taxes will
be determined by the National Revenue Authority based on the value
and physical condition of the vehicle.

UNICEF intends to dispose of two used Toyota Land Cruisers (Hard Tops). Sealed
bids are invited from interested persons.

Conditions

1. The 2 vehicles can be inspected at the UNICEF Country Office within
the Central Medical Stores Compound, New England, Freetown, on
the dates and times stated below. T ltems once sold will not be returned to UNICEF under any
circumstances.
1. Wednesday 10" and Thursday 11" May from 2pm- 4pm,
: a1 6% T - S SR . Sealed bids containing the completed BID FORM and cheque, clearly
il Monday 15" ~Thursday 18" May from 2pm-4pm marked “BID FOR USED UNICEF ITEMS May 2023 on the
envelopes' front side and addressed 1o
2. The items will be sold to the bidder with the highest acceptable bid
on an “as 1s where 15 basis”, The Secretary, Property Survey Board,
UMNICEF Freetown Office,
Central Medical Stores Compound,
3. After inspection interested persons may collect BID FORMS from Mew England Freetown
UNICEF Offices at Central Medical Stores - Freetown,
Caritas/Pastoral Centre. Teko Road — Makeni or 51 Maxwell Kobi should be dropped in the bid box at the above address not later than 10 am
Street— Kenema. on Monday 22" May 2023. Bidders in the provinces can drop their sealed bids
at the offices in Kenema or Makeni observing the same deadline above.
4. An advance pavment of 10% of the offer price is required (in the
form of a certified cheque in the name of UNICEF Sierra Leone) 7 Bidders are rcﬁpun_-,ihlcl for the aceuracy of t]:leir bids and for meeting
when sending sealed bids. The certified cheque should be enclosed all conditions set out in the advertisement, including enclosing the

10% certified cheque in the required format, Non-compliance with
any element of the guidelines in the advert for preparation and

in the sealed bid. Bank certified checks are bank checks guaraniecd
I the bank that fitnds stated an the check are avatlable for payvment to i sl ; ! o s
UNICEF. This advance Is non-refundable for all successful Hubmlss_mn L_\l_ lmls_ may be grounds for disqualification and
bidders. The successtul bidder will be required to make payment of declaration of bids as invalid.

the remaining 90% within five working days after the offer is given by

UNICEF: and to take possession of the items won for immediate R i i ) . -
removal from the office premises. Unsuccessful bidders will have 10. UNICEF reserves the right to accept or reject any bid AT ITS SOLE

their cheques returned to them. DISCRETION.
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bip g AR XY 54 Lionel Messi's move to Saudi Arabia

ionel Messi's father has shutdown

claims his son has agreed to leave

Paris Saint-Germain this summer
and sign a big-money deal with a Saudi
Arabiaclub.
Messi's father, Jorge, released a
statement after reports earlier in the day
said that the forward would sign a
massive contract worth £522million at
Saudiside Al-Hilal.
Jorge took to social media to say: 'There
is absolutely nothing with any club for
next year. The decision will never be
made before Lionel finished the league
with PSG,
'‘Once the season is over it will be time to
analyse and see what is there, and then
make a decision. There are always
rumaors and many use the name of Lionel
to gain notoriety but the truth is only one
and we can assure that there is nothing
with anyone. Neither verbal, nor signed,
nor agreed, and there will not be until the
end of the season.
‘It seems to me a lack of respect towards
the media where they respond, that there
are those who consciously and
deliberately deceive, without providing
any proof of their claims, and wanting to
turn any malicious rumor into news or
that is directed by someone in favor of
theirinterests.
They would have to explain why they
don't contrast the information.. They
don't want a truth to ruin their "news"'.
lorge released the statement after a
Saudi source told AFP that the 35year-
old would be 'paying in Saudi next
season' and that the move was a 'done
deal'.
However, Messi's entourage told
GetFootballNewsFrance that no
agreement had been reached with the
Saudi outfit and Jorge has now shutdown

- !
ERSIPAShutterstock

claims entirely.

Meanwhile, Paris Saint-Germain refused
to comment on a deal with the Saudi side
and simply reiterated the fact Messi's
contract lasts until June 30 this summer.
It was reported earlier on Tuesday that
his wife Antonela 'could not imagine'
maoving their family to Saudi Arabia, in
what remains a potential stumbling
block to the move.

She is reportedly reluctant for the couple,
along with their three young sons -
Thiago, 10, Mateo, 7, and Cira, 5 - to
relocate to the Middle East and she
would prefer to stay in Europe.

It I= also said that Messi himself would
prefer to stay in Europe, with the star
reportedly keeping an eye on the
financial situation at former club
Barcelona.

Barcelona - where Messi played for most
of his legendary career - must find
around £175m to be able to register
recruited players or players already on
the books who they sign to new contract
extensions.

Messi, an ambassador for Saudi Arabia's
joint bid for the 2030 World Cup, is
strongly expected to leave PSG when his
contract ends on June 30. Similar to
Ronaldo, Saudi Arabia see Messi as a
star of the game.

They believe that the prospect of him
moving to the country is a 'unigue
opportunity which is impossible to pass
up'.

It's claimed that Riyadh has been
preparing its strategy for months and has
'left nothing to chance'.

Talk of a move to Saudi heightened after
he took an unauthorised trip to the
country, where he holds a £25m-a-year
tourism ambassadorial role. Messl's trip
went down very badly with the French

giants, who suspended him for two
weeks,

PSG players had a scheduled day off on
the Monday but following their 3-1
defeat to Lorient the previous day, boss
Christophe Galtier ordered them in for
extra training.

But Messi was already in transit to Saudi
Arabia and wasn't able to turn back.

The seven-time Ballon d'Or winner
issued a grovelling apology via social
media in which he said: 'Hello. Well, |
wanted to make this video after
everything that's going on.

'First of all, | apologise again to my team-
mates at the club. | honestly thought that
we were going to have the day off after
the game as we had done before.

'l had organised this trip to Saudi Arabia,
which | had previously cancelled and |
couldn't go. Once again, | apologise for
what | did. So here | am, waiting to see
what the club wants to do, nothing more.
Ahug.

eymar wants to leave Paris

Saint-Germain this summer,

according to reports.
The Brazilian superstar has suffered
an injury-hit season in the French
capital, only making 20 Ligue 1
appearances.
And amid Financial Fair Play concerns,
PSG are said to be Keen to cash in on
the forward to get his giant
Ed4million-a-season salary off their
wage bill.
As reported by Brazilian outlet UOL,
the French giants are so keen to get
him off their books, they would be
willing to make a 'significantly
reduced' deal with an interested club.
Indeed, UOL add that PSG has made it
clear behind the scenes in recent days
they want to sell Neymar in the
summer transfer window.
The 31-year-old is said to be aware of
their decision and is himself pushing
for an exit to grant him a fresh start
amid fans calling for him to leave,
Premier League sides Manchester
United, Chelsea and Newcastle are
among the sides to have been credited
with interest in the former Barcelona
star,
Christophe Galtier's side made the

IS @ "DONE DEAL

Spanish outlet El Chiringuite reported
Messi could be joined at Al-Hilal by his
former Barcelona team-mate Sergio
Busquets, who will accept a two-season
deal, and potentially also Jordi Alba.
Al-Hilal are currently fourth in the Saudi
Pro League, the top tier in Saudi football,
with Ronaldo's Al-Nassr in second, five
points behind Allttihad with four games
left this season.

Ramon Diaz's side, who play at the
68,752-capacity King Fahd International
Stadium, won the league title last season
but are lagging behind the leaders this
campaign - potentially greasing the
wheels of a stellar move for Messi.
Al-Hilal boast the likes of Argentine
forward Luciano Vietto, Peruvian winger
Andre Carrillo, and strikers Odion Ighalo -
formerly of Manchester United - and
Moussa Marega.

hitps:/ /www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/foot
ball

Neymar ‘'wants to leave PSG in the summer

124-cap international the most
expensive player of all time when they
bought him for £198m from Barca in
2017.

Despite that, they are said to be willing
to make a substantial loss as part of
the squad overhaul Initiated by
President Nasser Al-Khelaifi.
Argentine Lionel Messi, 35, may leave
this summer too, with manager
Galtier also potentially on the
chopping block.

Mail Sport reported on Monday that
Messi will consider a £320m-a-year
megadeal from Saudi Arabian club Al-
Hilal.

But any desire Lionel Messi might
have in moving to Saudi could be
impacted by his wife Antonella, who is
reportedly hesitant about the family
movingto the Gulf state,

Messi is prepared to wait until the end
of the season to make his decision -
one that could be influenced by his
wife Antonela Roccuzzo. French
publication L'Equipe have reported
that Antonela 'can't imagine' their
family moving to Saudi Arabia.
https://www.dailymall.co.uk/sport/f
ootball
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