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Five years of President Bio's
administration: Lawyer Francis
Gabbidon gives judiciary a pass mark

By Ihrahim Kabha Turay

I- I I‘t r r m Iltl “ should be honest with you that the
Judiciary has transformed itself, it has

redeemed its name and the image”
remarked seasoned Lawyer Francis Gabbidon,
but noted that the Judges need to do more in
dealing with cases as quickly as possible.
i " . e The Judiciary Is one of the three ams of
N - ,.1.., ; Tl VP ~ government that is charged with the
responsibifity of interpreting the law,
What happened? After assuming office
in 2018, President Blo appointed Justice
Babatunde Edwards as the Chief Justice of
Siemaleone,
~  Under his leadership, Justice Babatunde has
undertaken some physical and other reforms
in terms of the delivery of [ustice to all and
sundry,
In arder to get the actual picture of what the
judiciary has been like over the past five years,
Concord Times conducted an exclusive
interview with seasoned Lawyer, Francis
| s P - LTk - Gabbaidon.
A seene of the evicted vietims Cont. Page 4 Lawyer Francis Gabbidon

Judge slams injunction| Seven takeaways | Njala University
(\- / on C4C interim from the August |establishes new Campus
elections committee | 8th-10th reports |in Bonthe District
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PONDER MY THOUGHTS

By Andrew Keili

ver sinee President Bio invited
NGC's Dy, Kandeh Yumkella in
Kambia to “come back home”, to
which

word”, the pursuit of the “bride” has been

he received the retort, “a hole

relentless. Publicized appearances of both
gentlemen together have set tongues
wagging. Emhboldened by mandates from
the WNational Executive Councils of both
parties to explore a strategic alliance, the
parties embarked on a dalliance that has
resulted in the announcement last week
that they were now “engaged”. The real
“marriage” has been slated for April 23,
2023 at a big “wedding ceremony”

The public has had some glimpses of the
purpose of the proposed marriage. They
propoze  to “peol resources to ensure
victory in the election of June 24, 2023
through collaboration at all levels of the
politicalielectoral landscape”, They will
also develop a joint manifesto, The goal is
to promote an inclugive government that
will “bring transformative development
to Sierra Leone”. Undoubtedly, the
*marriage vows will be read at the April
23" *wedding ceremony”.

To azsess how this Alliance is viewed, one
necds to delve into who exactly the
gtakeholders are on the NGC side who
will he affected by this marriage. There
are those who are idealistic and believe
the NGC should “stay pure” as a third
force party to continue plaving its role as
an effective opposition. They reckon that
even with the impossibility of a thied
party winning now, the NGC project
should be a long term project-say over 10
vears, to hreak the dominance of our two
major parties that have “wrealked so much
havoe on this country”, If this means NGC
goes down fighting valiantly, so be it! Any
alliance in their view will spell the death
knell of NGC. There are others who
believe that NGC should be realistic and
practical and should form an alliance with
one of the existing major palitical parties
to participate in inclusive governance. It
would seem the “purist go-it-alone people”
and others who may be dissatisfied with
the process leading to the formation of the
Alliance have got their voices drowned
out, These include well-meaning people
who have either joined the partv and
given active support over time and others,
who are on the gidelines but nevertheless
want change, The “Alliance proponents”
who supported moving towards APC lost
out mainly because APC gave tepid
support to the Coalition of Progressive
Parties (COPP) idea which had a stll
birth.
BLPP's

Politics is a numbers' game and “NGC

motivation has been simple,
renegades”, many of whom were ag green
as grass should come back home and swell
up their numbers to defeat the *APC dewvil
incarnate”. The real guestion then for
them seems to be what sort of alliance
should they have with these “renegades’™-

SLPP-NGC ALLIANCE:

MARRIAGE MADE IN HEAVEN?

i which NGC would

swallowed up or a loose alliance of sorts in

a4 MEerger he
which NGC maintains its identity?

Whatever the case, the “wedding” is on
left
dizenchanted members and well-wishers,
the NGC and

especially its Parliamentary Leader,

and it has in ita wake some

gome of whom accuse
Kandeh Yumkella of selling out. Some key
officials had already bolted from the NGC,
accusing the party of pursuing actions
“incompatible with the party's ethos”,
However, the number of people favouring
the alliance within the ranks of the NGC
geems to have swelled and this includes
National Executive members and key
patrons of the party. There have been no
notahle dissenting views from the party's
rank and file members, The real 155ue at
thiz stage seems to be better defining the
stake of the party in the Alliance.

In the final analysis, the most important
person in the inclusive government debate
would seem to be President Bio during a
the Alliance deems

gsecond term

mevitable., He will to a large extent

determinge the nature and membership of

the next povernment. Though he will
depend on advice from top plavers of the
Alliance, including in particular his own
trusted advizers, he will have to decide
whether he

leadership with an eye on leaving behind a

wants a transformational

commendable legacy. even if this means

ditching non performers, who are

politically and soeially close or to preserve
the The of the

“marriage” to a large extent will also

statusz guo, SUCCESE
depend on whether the leaders of both
parties will work together with their
advisers to chart out the transformative
leadership that they now tout. Only time
will tell,

For now, there is talk that this is a
“marriage made in heaven”. The success
depends on a 5-letter word-TRUST. The
serene silence of the APC on this issue for
now i3 worthy of note. An APC pundit
however observed wryly- “Yes, marriages
may be made in Heaven — but then again,
ag are thunder and lightning”™,

Ponder my thoughts,

POLITICAL FOOT-IN-MOUTH
DISEASE: ET TU GENTO?

The presumed SLPFP Mayoral candidate's
now infamous speech in a Mosgue 15 not a
unigue or even rare event, Gento Kamara
haz joined a long list of distinguizhed
politicians whose unguarded utterances
have widely been viewed as bigoted or
This

Samura Kamara,

mmecludes  Solomon

Kandeh
(YAS),
Maada Bio. Fatima Bio, Abu Abu Koroma

divisive. list
Berewa,

Yumbkella, Yvonne Aki-Sawver

and others, Even though politicians now

realize that negative statements on tribe,
religion and gender are no-go areas, they
atill stumble into these areas, often in
their unguarded moments,

They often do so with no realization there
may be moles in their midst or trigger-
happy phone cameras capturing the
proceedings. In the case of Gento, one
political commentator's view was that
Gento wanted to demonize his presumed
opponent Yvonne Aki-Sawyer who had
chosen a Christian Krio as her Running
Mate in an “unbalanced ticket”, Since
Gento could not muster the courage to say
aa, he went on a long and tortured speech
about discrimination against Muslims in
emplovment that defied simple logic.
When he got eriticized by SLAC and other
the

Opposition detractors joined the frav and

groups, he went on defensive.

he has been “roasted” on social media,
This

necessarily put paid to Gento’s ambition.

episode should however not
A rich populist, with enough cash to fund
community projects (SLPPs Jagaban), a
likeable northerner with strong roots in
Freetown, and a candidate backed by the
SLPP hierarchy are gond credentials for
going into the Mayoral race. Throw in the
fact that he is marvied to Tuma Jabbie, a
Christian, and Mende (daughter of Dr.
Bubuakei {Injuction) Jabbie —as Mende
as they come!) and a mother who 15 a
Christian Pentecostal pastor should earn
him more stripes.

Why then did he walk into a “religion
minefield?” The same reason why all of
those T hawve listed at the start of this
article did- “Foot-in-mouth disease”. My
CHKC mentor, Solomon Ekuma Berewa, a
devout Catholic, Church organist and
of a Catholic

unguarded moment is said to have made

father Priest in an
an unfortunate slip in a remark about
Jesuz Christ. Samura Kamara, marred
tera Pujehun woman and schooled in Bo 1s
said to have made negative remarks about
South Easterners. Yvonne Aki-Sawyer
with a father of Mende heritage made
unfortunate “Buwa Biswe™ remarks.
President Bio and hiz wife in speeches to
ardent supporters have been aceused of
making remarks that have been deemed
bv some to border on the tribal. Abu Abu

gave a hardline speech about decapitating

opponents that got him temporarily
“decapitated” from his Ministerial
position. Kandeh Yumkella made a

blunder with his famous “one hundred
dollar supporters” statement.

Normally, politicians have a lot to say and
not much time to say it, and in their haste
the message often gets lost on its way from
the brain to the mouth resulting in them
making funny, embarrassing, and
memorable statements, There are very
few politicians who do not stumble in this
way. That's why Minister B—K never
stumbled when called upon to deliver a

speech at our CEC sports event-and that
was often. His speech was alwavs the
same and he would start with----"Tt is
gratifying....."

Part of the problem is that leaders'
remarks do not fade away after they are
given. Rhetoric from national leaders also
serves as a cue for local fAgures Not all
utterances are benign however, There are
those from people who actually set out to
cause trouble. Some politicians and their
supporters shamelessly and actively
legitimize all sorts of hatelul rhetorie,
Their violent rhetoric often demonizes
their political opponents. More recently,
this has been on the upsurge especially on
social media, Hateful rhetoric can stir
dangerous emotions amongst the
populace.

There 15 a deceptively simple answer to
the problem of incendiary rhetoric,
Politicians should exercise restraint
themselves and condemn their fellow
leaders when they cross the line, Thereisa
simple wayv however of avoiding political
zlipe of the tongue. The handlers and
advizers of politicians should advize them
to stay clear of tribe, religion, and gender
in their speeches, unless theze are well
thought through, When they make such
mistakes, the last thing they should try to
do 13 go on a “Bob Marley” type
explanation as Gento did. There is
however no better advice than that given
by the Apostle James about the tongue in
the Bible-Jdames 3-verzes 6 through 10,

"The tongue also is a five, a world of evil
among the parts of the body. It corrupts
the whole body, sets the whole course of
one's life on fire, and 1g itself set on five by
hell. " but no human being can tame the
tongue, It is a restless evil, full of deadly
potson.’ With the tongue we praise our
Lord and Father, and with it we curse
human beings, who have been made in
God's likeness. " Out of the same mouth
come praise and cursing.

It is pood though to see that Gento has
done some recanting of sortz. It 15 alzo
good to see that Gento's handlers have
come out with hizs manifesto which
espouses what he will do, were he to clhimb
that steep hill called “Mount YAS® and
become Mayvor.

I cannot however end without
commending groups like SLAJ and the
Inter Religious Council who have come out
the

incendiary speech and warning other

with guns blazing, condemning
politicians who mav be so inclined. I
particularly like Rev. Dr. Jesze Forna's
warning as Secretary General of the Inter
REeligious Couneil to places of worship not
to allow politicians to use their venues for
propagating any kind of divisive speech in

this country.,

Let us all fearn during this tense
election period to waleh our tongues
and preserve the unity of this counitry.
Ponder my thoughis
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Local Court orders demolition of over 15 Houses in

GEads - * ,.‘;M ..*a-r'.'#' .. 4

—"

ver 15 houses have been
demolished in Kabala with
hundreds left homeless on the
eve of the rainy season after a ruling by
the local court authorities in Wara Wara
Yagala Court No:1, Keinadugu Ihstrict.
The ruling by the Wara Wara Yagala
Chiefdom Court at Ghawuria- Kabala
in the Koinadugu District, has sent
tongues wagging about the justice
system in the country, which to many is
a means to undermine government's
efforts to transforming the justice
system in the country.
One of the vietims alleged that the
demaolish
initially came after a judgement made
against them by Mr. Ibrahim Bah. the
Acting Local Court Supervisor in
Koinadugu and Falaba,
The action was not only limited to the
demolition exercise in that part of the
country, but also saw an acting court
supervisor presiding over a court matter
and making judgement, The victims
also accused the court chairman, Mr.
of

decision to their houses

Lansana Ghberie Kamara being
partial,
The question here 12 how both Kamara

and Bah manmipulated the status of a

local court into being Supreme Court to
the extent that their decision must he
final and cannot be challenged, Despite
the advice from the Paramount Chief,
PC Ghawuru Mansaray 11T in the Wara
Wara Yagala Chiefdom not to carry out
any demolition congidering the
economic situation in the country and
for a peaceful coexistence, the Order was
executed.

The victims further alleged that Bah
and Kamara led the plaintiff to contact
the AIG in Makeni to provide with police
support for the democlition exercise,
gince the Customary Law Office in
Koinadugu and Falaba refused to sign
thereby granting them police support
from Kabala. During the demolition
exercise, the community people were left
with shock seeing houses that were built
over 20 vears destroyed in minutes,
“Bah and Kamara have killed me and
left my family displaced”, one of the
The
the Sierra Leone Armed

victims c¢ried! victim, who 13 a

veteran 1in
Forces and served for over 20 vears
expressed his disappeintment in the
local court justice svstem, specifically in
Kamara and Bah's court. He further told
this medium that it was his entire

Five years of President Bio’s administration: Lawyer
Francis Gabhidon gives judiciary a pass mark

1

From Cover

What Gabbidon says? As one of the
oldeat lawyers in the country with
over 30 vears' experience, Lawver
Gabbidon who 12 also a consultant at
the Legal Aid Board, explained the
successes, challenges and the way
forward in the development of
judiciary of the country,

According to Lawyer Gabhidon,
Justice Edwards has done
significantly well in the area of
physical reforms, pointing out the
distinet separation of the High Court
from the Magistrate Courts leading
to the transfer of all Magistrate
Courts to Pademba Road,

"This ongoing decentralization
process of the justice system has been
seen by many to have brought sanity
to the court system, especially the
main Law Courts Building on Siaka
Steven Street in Freetown, which
hoets the High Courts,” he observed.

He cited the renovation of the High
Court in recent times after being
abandoned for with some
rooms already been transformed into

VEars,

courtrooms while some are used for
other official purposes.

Having been a consultancy at the
Legal Aid Board for over five vears,
Franecis Gabbidon said he was able to
travel all over the country to look at
the courts that the Chief Justice has
set up in places where there has never

- *
Lawyer Francis Gabbidon

been courts to try cases,

Lawver Gabiddon beheves that there
is more to be done in making the
Judiciary effective in serving as the
conduit of justice to encourage more
investors to establish
businesses in the country.

Come

He said although things are very
difficult with some judges not having
official vehicles and large area of the
country not having court sittings, but
that things are much better as
compared to previous years,

Lawyer Gabiddon also expressed the
need to recruit more judges and
magiatrates in order to expand access
tojustice for all and sundry.

He zaid what was in Sierra Leone
when he came in 1972 as a lawyer has
changed significantly, expressing
hope for improvement of the judiciary.

P

i

retirement benefit that he used to put

his four bed-room structure to shelter
his family who depended on him.

Other victims expressed that they did
not only lose their housesz but other
properties worth millions of Leones
including their kids' uniforms, books,
and other items. Most of them are now
wondering on how to get back their kids
to school after the Second Term Recess.
They concluded that the action
Kamara and Bah has put the future of
their kids in jeopardy.

The community accused the Court
authorities of being allegedly corrupt
and arrogant; the reason they want the
Judiciary and an impartial body to
intervene and rescue them from their

of

poor state,
The level of injustice perpetuated in

SAES o

4

Kamara and Bah's court 1z exemplified
by the
Notice that they issued to the Wara
Wara Chiefdom
Authority to give up the possession of a
disputed property situated at the
Kabala Center. Although the matter has
been appealed and was on hold for
review by the Btate
Customary Law officer in the distriet.
“Kamara and Bah who serve the court
ignored the appeal made by the
Chiefdom Couneil Authorities as well as
the two invitations by the State Counsel
to review their decision”, PC Ghawuru
Mansaray I stated in an interview.

But Mr.Ibrahim denied the allegations
when contacted by this medium.He

recent  Ejectment Summons

Yagala Council

and

Council

stated that the allegations were false
and misleading.

Judge siams injunction on GAC interim nln_nﬁllls committee

By Ibrahim Kabba Turay

ustice Simeon Alieu has granted an

interim injunction restraining the

Transitional Interim National
Officers’ Elections Committee
ITINEOC! and servants or agents of the
Coalition for Change (C4C)party from
conducting any party activity or elections
for the appointment of executive members
and from econducting any national
conference.
The injunction is contained ina five point
order dated 14th April 2023 and is
pending hearing and determination of the
application on 26th April 2023,
The originating motion filed by Gevao and
Partners on behalf of Svlvanus Tamba
Saidu and Mohamed Yern Bah0 is seeking
for the annulment of all decisions and
conduct of the Transitional Interim
National Officers Elections Committes
ITINEOQCand agents of the Coalition for
Change {C4Cparty for failure to comply
with provisions of the party's 2017
constitution.
The claimants are also seeking for the
court to declare null and wvoid and
illegitimate all executive members elected
from all clectionz conducted and or
selected or appeinted by the TINEOC of
the C4C.
The Plaintiffs in their ten point notice of
motion dated 13th April 2023 requested
that the court grants an interlocutory

imjunction against the defendants from

conducting any

appointing or party
executive officers elections or conducting
any party activity until the final resolve of
the issue raised and for the Political
Parties Regulatory Commission
\PPRCbe compelled to supervise all the
affairs of the Coalition for Change party.

In a 23 point affidavit in support of the
motion, one of the Petitioners, Sylvanus
Tamba Saidu who said he was the C4C's
Kailahun district
010
Nominee for the 2018 elections, alleged

Chairman for and

Constituency Parliamentary
that as a result of the activities, conducts
and decisions of the party's Transitional
Interim National Officers Elections
Committee [TINEOC), it has deprived
other potential members the benefit of
econtesting and actively participating in
the aflairs of the party,
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LOCAL NEWS

he Chancellor of Njala University,
Professor Sahr Moses Gevao has on
Saturday, 15th April 2023
maugurated the MNjala University  Bonthe
Campus,
The ceremony which took place at the
Honthe

Training College, Monument Lang, Shebro

Grounds of the former Technical
Island, Bonthe, was graced by administrative
and academic staff of Njala University, the
Deputy Minister of Technical and Higher
Education, the Deputy Speaker of Parliament,
the former Mayor of Bonthe Municipality,
Bonthe District Officer, traditional leaders,
students and residents of Bonthe.

In his weleome address, Chancellor noted tha
Njala University is a vibrant, progressive
institution, constantly exploring opportunities
for growth and sustainability,

Professor Gevao explained that the
establishment of a third campus in Bonthe is
parl of the University's restructuring strategy,
designed to unlock economic potential,
generate untapped industries and put Njala
University on the international stage as a
recognised education and research provider,
specifically in the global maritime world and
the sustainable tourism industry. He added that
the University is committed to the
achievement of its goals, and rely on support
from stakeholders in realising what hew
referred to as “this ambitious project.
Professor Bashiru Mohamed Koroma, Vice-
Chancellor and Principal stated in his

inaugural speech that the University's plans to

N]Hla “lIIVﬂI'SItY ﬂStﬂllllSllllS new Gampus in Bonthe District

Newly admitied students at the Bonthe Campuos

establish two Schools and Institutes which
include the Schools of Maritime Studies,
Hospitality
Technical

Sustainable Tourism and
Management,
Entrepreneurship and Vocational Studies, and
the Institute of Teacher Education,

Professor Bashiru Koroma said the three
Departments under the School of Martime
Studies will include the Marine Engineering
and Mavigation, Maritime Management and

[nstitute of

and the Department of Marine
Sciences and Coastal Agriculture, He also
added that the School of Sustmnable Tourism
and Hospitality Management will host the
Departments of
Management, Hospitality Management and

Logistics,

Tourism and Travel

Catering  Seience, and the Department of

Cultural Heritage Studies.
“Recognised as a pioneer of initiatives that
support sustainable economic growth, the
University is now embarking on an exeiting
Campus establishment in the Sherbro Island
that stands to generate enormous benefits at
local and national levels,” Professor Koroma
averred,

According to VC&P, the School of Maritime
Studies will address the significant human
capacity gaps in Sierra Leone's blue economy
“This economie concepl,”

industries, he went

seven takeaways from the Augus

By Alhaji Haruna Sani

0 Thursday 13th of April, 2023, President
Bie oflicially

Special Investigations Committee (SCI)

received the | 5-member
report on the 2022 Augost 8th 1o 1h protest that took
place in vanous parts of the country

What happened? On the [Oth of

August 2027,
privests sprouted from various parts of Sierm Leone.
The protest began with a sit-at-home on the 8th and the
fth and then on the Tith of Augost angry profesters
Lok 1o the streets of varous Wwwns in the northemn
region and the Eastend of Freetown

Anattempt by police to guel] down the protest resulted

ina violence crash between the police and the

civiliang, thereby disturbing the peace and stability of

the State und subsequently cousing death of a number
ofeivilians aswell as pelice officers

What people said about the protest? Some citizens
believe that 1t was the police unprofessional method in
hamdling the issee that led 1o the escalation of what was
believed to be aninitial peacetul protest.

Bio

Following the uwgly development, President

thereafter appointed o Special Investigation
Committee (S1C) on 24th August 2022, w investigate

the incident.

Some erities opposed President Bio's appaintment of

# committee that comprises vanous
government institutions and o few professional bodies
to investigate who were the arganizers, planners and
funders of the protests, They were also to wdentify the
roof causes und make recommendations 1o the
Civernment of Sicrra Leone (GosL ) onwhat needs to
be done o peevent a re-occurrence ol such incidents.

According to the report of the committes, meelings

heads of

held

Kamakewie,

Port Loko,

Binkolo, Maghuraka and the

were in Lungi, Lunsar and
Muken,
Western Aren; omd in selected locations where the
protests did not take place- Kono, Kenema and Bo

The commitice points out that the nformation
informed  their

gathered from the investigation

analysis of, and conclusion on, the August Bth - 10th
2022 ogccurrences, as well as proflering
recammendations 1o address the underlying causes,
Key takeaways from the report: Here are seven key
tskeaways from the much anticipated report which
ohservers have already predicted the cutcome base on
the selection of the commitice

Youth unemployment, marginalization, substance
abuse, econnmic hardship and food insecurity are
on the increase: Firstly, the Committee's findings
were that there were incessant complaintz of yvouth
unemployment and marginalization, substance abuse,
ecomomic hardship and food insecunity. Although the

aforementioned were burning issues, the repon stated

that those issues were not & justification for the level of

violence perpetrated in the country,

“The issue of cost of hving may have genuinely
contributed to the August Eth to 10th incidents but
rogue politicians exploited the reality 1o their political
advaniage.” the repost revealed

Social media was awash with hate messages and
tribal bigetry: Social media was awash with hite
messages and tribal bigowy perpetrated by one Will
Kaemara, alias Adebavor, and his cohorts under the
umbrella of the People'’s Power in Politics { PPP).
Thercfore, from the cvidence gathered, the SIC will
not atirtbute the activities of Sth to 10th August 2022

solely to socio-ceonomic problems conflronting Sierra

utilisation of
ocean resources for economic growth, food
employment ereation, energy
water transportation and
protection of the marine environment for

on,

“promotes the sustainable

security,
generation,

future generations.”

He called on the government, partners, and
donors to support the new campus in carying
out its mission,

Speaking in the stead of the Minister of
Technical and Higher Education, the Deputy
Minister of Technical and Higher Education,
Mr. Sarjoh Aziz-Kamara said that he felt
frustrated of the apparemt neglect of the
historical injustice to Bonthe Island over the
years, noting that this is addressed today

because of President Bio's desire for
education,
The Deputy Minister noted that the

transformation is because of the Government's
huge investment in education and expressed
that Bonthe 15 lucky to take only thirty-four
(34 years to be a constituent Campus of Njala
University. He added that His Excellency's
emphasis on human
the investment of 22% in education has seen
more people going 1o school, higher pass rate
in public examination and increased in the

capital development and

number of students admitted in public

8, 910" reports

Leone,

There was no evidence that the leadership of the
main  opposition Al People’s Congress (APC)
supported the insorrection: According to the report,
at the national level, there was no evidence that the
leadership of the main opposition All People's
Congress (APC) supported the insumection based on
their public condemnation of the incidents, but ut the
subnational level it was found that the rmgleaders of
the insurrection were all active members of the APC,

It wis also alleged that senior members of the party
were also-seen publicly associating with noters who
were arrested and detained &t varions police stations,
and some even provided free legal services for them.
The Insurrection was well-planned, lnanced, and
well-orchestrated: the

According 0 the repor,

insurrection wis  well-planned. [nanced, well-

orchestrated, timed and geared towards destroying
public property and undermining the peace and
stability of the state by removing the legitimate and
democratically elected President of the Bepublic of
Sterra Leone, President Juls Maade Bio, from
political power which they said was exemphified in
words ke " Maada Bio must gal”™,

The claims of extra-judicial killings following the
August 10th protests could not be ascertained The
clanms of extra-judical killings following the August
Hhth protests, according to the report, could not be
pscertuined based on evidence collected  from
engagements with various stakehalders, mcluding the
security sector in all the arcas visited by the SIC. Itis
stated that here was oo information provided on either
MIssing  persons o summary  executions  despite

repeated enguiries.. However, public allegations of

Liniversities.

The Minister assured that the transformation
and expansion at Njala University is
significant because of the population growth
rate in the country especially the youth, He
noted that Njala's Expansion to Bonthe
Campus will mean that Njala will be serving
about 24% of the population in the Southern
province, noting that the expansion is
deliberate and purposeful by the Governmenl
of President Bio,

Minister Sanjor Aziz-Kamara furthered that
the expansion is in line with MTHE's emphasis
on technical and vocational education across
the sixteen Districts to empower the middle
man power for self-employment and global
competitveness.

He thanked the Administration for considering
significant programmes and courses for the
new Campus.

Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Honourable
Philip Segepoh Thomas affirmed
commitment and support to the new Campus
and called on natives, friends, donors and the

his

Government to support the establishment.
Former Mavor Lavemin Joe Sandi of Bonthe
Municipality committed his fullest support to
the Campus and noted that they have longed
for this moment long ago because of direction
the college was about to take due to its
numerous challenges.

The Ceremony was climaxed with the
of tape and unveiling signage symbolising the

cutting

official opening of the Njala University
Bonthe Campus.

extra-judicial killings especially during curfew hours
following the insurrection should further be looked
inio

The Security Sector was not proactive enough fo
Torvestall the infamouvs incldents: According (o the
repor, the Secunty Sector was rebitively prepared but
wits nob proactive cnough (o forestall the mfamous
meidents. This conld be atributed to-a myriad of
factors Key amongst which was command and control
bath within the Sierra Leone Police (SLP) and the
Republic of Siern Leone Armed Forees (RSLAF)
during the period of the incidents

(TR

intelligence provided by the seounty sector was

Funhermere, the Committes out that the
madequate to elffectively support the preparcdness of
the sector for operations during that critical period.

Children were used as human shields by the adult
rinters: The report alse revealed that over 24 children
whao directly participated in the riot were arrested by
the police from  different parts of the country,

particularly in Freetown, Waterloo, Lungi, and
Makent. Apparently, children were used as human
shields by the adult noters. Some children who were
prrested in Frectown reported that they were recnaited
from Makeni and Portleko and brought 10 Frectown to
participate in the riol

The bigger picture: alet ol incidences of violence that
imvelves loss of hves have been happening in the
country. But it 15 seldom to see reports on those ssues,
Despites the large comtroversies around the report, it
socms godd to have report on scrions issues that
imvolves Killing

And what next? Will the outcome of this report aven
futwre oecurrence of such nature? What 5 going 1o be
govermment's next line of sction alter this peport?,
I'hise on the fence are watching to see what happened

next.
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PERSONAL GLIMPSES

Byv: Winstanley. L. Bankole. Johnson

HOLDING OUR ELEGTORAL
PROGESSES 10 ACGOUNT (2]

t these defining moments in our nation's history, if there's one thing

we cannot — and should not — afford to be triviahized or tainted with

levity, it is the integrity surrounding everything pertaining to the
June 24" multi-tier elections. I mean everything that has to do with the quality
of information disseminated by the Electoral Commission Sierra Leone
(ECSL), the body charged with responsibility for the impeccable conduct of
those elections to ensure that they are free, fair, credible, transparent, devoid
of violence, fully participatory and inclusive of all registered eligible voters
and political parties. Furthermore in disseminating those information. quality
and sincerity are key to avoid ambiguities. And that is very important
especially in a society as divided as ours both along political party and ethno-
regional lines.

Regrettably in disseminating updates recently on the printing of our Personal
Voters' Identity Cards (PVIC) over the AYV TV, the sincerity of the Lead
Communicator from the ECSL Mr, Albert Massaquot left a lot more to be
desired, and rather opened up the integrity of the entire procurement processes
leading to the printing of those cards to a vagary of suspicions.

In that interview Mr. Massaquoi exposed the ECSL as not having been
transparent in those procurement arrangements. For starters, even as he
admitted that there were two successful bidders, he disingenuously used
superlative of “the Most successful bidder™ instead of “the More successful
bidder”. He also did not explain why there having been just two bidders, the
process was closed instead of them re-opening it to have ensured that a
minimum of three bidders are shortlisted/selected from to arrive at the “most
successful” and in compliance with existing procurement guidelines.

Blunder
The ECSL's next blunder was in Mr, Massaqgoui's responses on the names and
particulars of the actual suppliers of the printed PVICs. He admitted that (and
according to him) even though the most successful bidders were in Greece,
they had agents in Romania as well as local representatives here in Freetown,
What Mr. Massaquoi never clarified was:

1. How those specific government orders to suppliers in Greece to print

our PVICs ended up in the hands their partners in Romania. Did the
ECSL ever scrutinized that relationship before starting to work with
who or what were actually third parties in Romania? Was provision
for that made in the contract documents but which Mr. Massaquoi
chose not to have explained in the programme?

2. Who are the actual printers of those PVICs? In which specific country

were they printed and by whom?
3. Ofwhatrelevance were Mr. Massaguoi's references to the local Sierra

Leone partners of the Greek suppliers to the printing and or

distribution of those cards? Who are they and what roles if any did
they play in their printing and distribution locally?

Bogus

Why the interviewer failed to have seen through the ambivalences of Mr.
Massaquoi and not to have pinned him down with follow-up questions that
could have exposed the deceptiveness or duplicity of the ECSL only the AYV
TV would know. But if indeed any parallels could be drawn from the King
Duncan's quote in the Shakespearean Play of Macbeth cited by Mr. Massaquoi
that ”...... there is no art to find the mind's construction in the face ..... "itisto
the very duplicitous and deceptive acts or intents of the ECSL that would seem
to have succeeded in hoodwinking an entire nation into accepting hook, line
and sinker a bogus procurement arrangement for something as sensitive as the
printing of our Personal Voter ldentification Cards by shadow or proxy
suppliers, And this is all the more reason why I believe the entire procurement

processes surrounding their printing and distribution is shambolic and ought
to be thoroughly investigated/audited and forensically too.

In that forensic audit opposition parties through their representatives of the
Political Parties Liaison Committee (PPLC) working with the ECSL should

_ insist that clear answers be provided on;

1. The actual Trade Names of the original Greek, Romanian and Sierra

Leonean local partners as evidenced by their separate Business
Registration documents
2. The relationship between and among the Romanian and local partners

of'the original Greek contractors and how those relations are defined
3. The actual Owners, Directors and Shareholders of the local firm

representing the Greek/ Romanian Principal companies. This is
important to identify ifany evidence of conflicts of interests
In support of (2) above tangible documentary evidences of Powers of

Attorney where they exist should be availed for scrutiny together with
further evidences that they were actually “Notarized” or “Registered™
locally before the implementation stages.

Integrity
In a previous piece under this same caption | stated clearly that the quality of
the Voters 1D Cards distributed opens up the integrity of the ECSL Chair
whose remit includes supervising their printing/production and distribution to
questions and suspicions. | also recommended that the only way for the ECSL
Chair to convince us the electorate that his actions to date are above board and
that those Voter 1D Cards were indeed printed in Greece (not by a local proxy),
are fraud-proof and of a quality commensurate to value of moneys expended
for them, he must produce for inspection by all the representatives of the
Political Parties' Liaison Committee working with ECSL hard copy evidences
of-:

- A copy of the Letter of Credit or copy of the direct wire transfers

effecting payments to the Greece Service Providers
- Ewvidences of the (a). Bill of Lading (b) Final Invoices (c¢). Packing
Lists

That is the only way the ECSL can dispel rumours that our PV Cards were not
printed locally and by an enterprise with strong human-animal political
connections. Because if that was so then the entire enterprise is suspect,
hinged on nepotism and violates all safeguards against conflicts of interests,
and for all of which reasons they are to be nullified/cancelled. Anything to the
contrary, and opposition parties should call for the immediate resignation of
Mohammed K. Konneh.

Even if my recommendations for a forensic audit would mean the
postponement of the elections beyond a month or two then so be it. [ am
therefore passionately appealing to the international funders of our June 24™
elections processes (the EU, US, UK German and Irish governments) to
please take heed and to prevail on the government and ECSL to subject
themselves to a forensic scrutiny of the entire processes leading up to the
printing and distribution of our PVIC to ensure that the processes are above
board and that no chance exists for blurred/darkened/Taceless Voters [D Cards
that have been duplicated to be used across our borders by the thousands of
those who were ferry-bussed across to come from Guinea and Liberia to
registeras citizens,

It will be very stupid of us to sit by and allow the very people that have ruined
this country over the last five years to lead us into the next elections with the
deliberate intent of stealing them because as things stand, it 15 not even in
(iod's interests for the SLPP to continue in office for a single any more than the
very night the results are announced.
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Hoppy Hour Banging /

Yam get am nice”
26" April 2023 - 100Pm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY

Rev Joseph blessed Jonjo

t's another birthday jubiles which revolves once in a year, Every day in your life
needs to be celebrated but today brings an astounding day of God's invention in
your life. You're the zenith of God creation, navigating the earth with endless
SUCCESSE,
Sir, your personality shines like & star and your leadership and mentorship is
completely symmetric and well structure. With each incoming era in your life, you
grow smarter, better looking and cheerful. May this Kairos deliver you with more
appartunities in life,
The fatherhood and sonship  between us In your ministry is like a glue but it only get
camented with age, as a true son remembers his father natal day not his epoch.
Today is all about honoring a spiritual rabbi who keeps his sons and daughters
therapy bill.
May your golden age be feels with nothing but, greatness, happiness and fullness of
Jey.
Happy Birthday Anniversary Rev Joseph Blessed Jonjo

Missing FBG Lecturer’s corpse
found in a shrine at Waterloo

By Yusufu
5. Bangura

missing
lecturer at the
Geology/Geo
graphy Department.
Fourah Bay College,
Kabba Santigie
Bangura, has been
allegedly found
buried m a shallow
grave inside the shrine
of a famous 'witch
doctor” (occultist)
Ibrahim Kalokoh.

What happened?:
On the 6th March, the
pictures of the said
lecturer went virial on
social media that the
he had got missing and
a week ago, the Cyber
Unit of the Waterloo ,
Police Division e -
arrested two men n

connection to the mysterious
disappearance of lecturer Bangura.

What ASP Jalloh said on the
interview: In an mterview on Radio
Democracy (FM 95.1) 'Gud Moming
Salone program’, Spokesperson for
the Waterloo Police Division,
Assistant Superintendent of Police,
Aldieu Jalloh said that the comse Found
al the shring of the said occultist was
the body of the late Kabba Santigie
Bangura.

He added that on Saturday 15th Aprl
in the afterncon hours. they received
intelligence from Sherbro Town
community, 4 Mile at Waterloo that
there 1s a certain smell coming from a
particular house owned by one witch
doctor and that they were not satisfied
with,

He sard upon receipl ol the
intelligence  himself together with
other police personnel went to the
scene and upon their arrival the said
house which was inhabited by a witch
doctor was identified to them.

ASP Jalloh further said the house was
already abandoned by the fugitive
occultist, =0 they entered the hoose
and discovered a heap that was prave
like. He said the heap was dug in the
presence of community members and
they discovered a corpse.

“After the discovery of the corpse on
Sunday 16" April, a group of people
from Freetown have identified the
said corpse as Kabba Santigie

i - = s
- - F 'r-.
—— ‘

-

The missing FBC lecture whose
body was found in the shrine of
an occultist (lbrahim Kalokoh)

Bangura, who went missing on the 6th
of March 2023. However, some
personal belongings of the said
lecturer, including his T-shirts,
trousers, among others, were also
found inside the said shrine.” he said.

He said anmed police officers have
been deployed in and around the
vicinity of the shrine to safeguard the
corpse waiting for the government's
pathelogist to exhume the corpse and
conduct antopsy to know what killed
the said lecture.

He said 6 people have been arrested;
comprising four men and two women
and one the women was the wife of the
occultist, He concluded that all of
them are now helping the Pohee with
investigations.

The bigeer picture: The issue of
Africans visiting witch doctors to
provide them with good luck or avert
dangerous happening around them is
not a phenomenon, but this tragic
event especially when it involves a
University Lecturer is strange.

And what oext? Will similar
incidence continue to happen in
Waterloo unabated, when the
community is frequently on the
spothght for ntual killings and other
heinous crime? Will this tragic
ingident be the last as it 13 never the
first? Crbservers are curiously wailbing
to see what would be police actions to
curb such occurrences in waterloo.
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42 soldiers and soldiers’ aides Killed
Madagascar: 2 suspected smugglers in two more attacks in Burkina Faso

mstull Hﬂﬂl‘ the lllﬂtll llf 34 IIII!]I‘ﬂIitﬂ

This photo released by the French Gendarmerio on 19 October 20048 shows ... «
Copyright & africanews AFPIAFF

couple o Mala@asy smugglars wanbed alar 1he

sinking laal manth of & ship carving asind B

migrants to ihe Fronch istand of Magolte, in wiich
34 of them perished, wers arrested on Friday, it owas
reported, beamed Sanday from the gendarmere.
This mean amd ihes woman In chelr forties o respectivily
thi chptaln and iha cwner of The Baal, evadosdel, wisch
capaized off 1he noribssm tip of Modagoscar onMarsh 11
They ware wanted for "Segsl boording acdl canmdes]ine
tramsport, invoheniaey homioids of passengers to Mayodte".
Thiey wore orrested In the rural bown of Tsarabasin, In the
district of Vahdenag, in thio narik of the island, afar Roving
Lty B pabiail IR He Ba fha goal e of thair Badapi
Ligutenant-Loloes hiles Toveson Andistsrininina 1oid
AFP.
Their wanled nobces wers posted In 28 fhe police and
gemdarmerie stadlons in ke region, Thair tial befoe the
court of DHege Suanes showdd toke place s Che week
Pl o cstion b (P gon e,
Fiftean ollier peogpls. all suspeciod of Reving paricpaied
in the organization of the crossing, had already been

in pe 1 i} aflar thair ppERArEncsE on
M-e-rh 20, "This umptsonth shipwrech has Browghd 1o il
the migration crisis iBal Madagascar s currenlly going
throaph,” sl Roger Charies Evina, of the international
Organization for Migration (10M)

Marraite ks atiracting maone and meone Medagascans, bt i
I cursandly difficam 1o guantily the phenemandes, Capsieas
of Kwases kwpssa amall msterieed Fshing bosls vssd by
smag@len, octer regulerdy on 1he e ke linking
Comores, or Madagascar, o Mayoite,

Mamy African aed Comorian meghonds Ery overy year
clandasiivady to rench Mapainn, kel of whioss popaiation s
faraigin The Comnran Elass] of Anjouian has located aily
T Arom Mpyokis

Sance 2019 the French Sdabs has coemiderabdy increased
its mears of combobicg this illegal immegration, in
particular the continuous presencoo at sea ot
I hercegrior bogds and aerfsl surveillance.

Franie plans af (b ardd of Apil o vl sparation of 1ha
expulsion of foreigenen in iregular sustions snd fhe
destruction of slums i Mayotbe.

WMMMMIMWMW

Eaaba Maal, recording artist/UNCCD Goodwill

Ambasgados - Copyright @ altrlcanews 2023
enageless singae-sangwitor Baaba Madl wak
ramisd @ UNGED Goodwil AmBassader Mondasy (17
April 70X

He peesicosly sereed s oa UNCCD (Unissd  Mations
Comvemtlon o Comburi Desertdloation) Land Smbassador
aloeggslde T o s icans Bnna Mod]o ared Ricky Kej.
Maal has long Bean &n aclivist an clenate ehinge and
rielagems, Sinee 2003, he Bas been commilled o warious
devalopment challenges in Adrica, working with differsni
UHN farmdly organizations

Hiz MANN-H Trust recently opessd a <olorpowesed
Irfigagion peoject in Senegal to Aght deserification, which
18 @ne al this main divers of peaplo ladving 1he eouniry (&
ranganrs rmigration rouies, The praject will train peeple 1o
sinet aimillar schemes im Ehelr own communities, Maal is s
bedimeer in putfing power inthe hands of poung people and
WADTTIETL

"We are tackling cimate change impact, but akso fghting
deanrifieation an he Alrcan esatines, sspaciplly in oy
reffion wiers we pr jusd nol far ovway Trom Bhe dess pnd
we see B comng 1o us. And i had an impact beoause

poople wha don'l g8t mone
apparlsiliog 1o de agriculiing,
fishing and many maore will
Furew ba rum ey frame their
pisces, po o the hig ofies
where moihing is planned or
them there, and than laber on,
sam al 1B wEning anes will
et lohe fhe bosts 1o go to
Spain or some of these places
of Just Ebry to cross the oesert
and s really dangerous. We
il Dokl @ Biod o livees, " M) bl
Thae Asscianed Frase i &
eaGant inlirvew

ool was broughi up m the
amnll tewn ol Podes in north
Senegal, which has a fishing comenunity at iks heart. Manl
wars. Do into A Tishermas caste and was apected o
Paliera TRl esraar padli, Bed e Dalvianded staryiatior and
musikion Mansour Sech, and hossperi B i fe parformng,
traveling s raling meareness sbout e ssues his
homaland faces.

"Our role s Pest b glve mowe aboul whal's godsg on,
because sometimes tho kooad people. they don't know
WhErs happening 1& tham; ihsy don'l know  whal
Rapponing bo lRem s e mpact of climats change They
oot Know Fow o stand up oainst that. But ot the sames
Eimi, whesn they kraors sbout i, they el ay what bo oo 5o
what o do & o glve them. to oakte new penjects,
agriculiurn proficts of ofhor projects whada Py Com g
and werh, espacially tha worman who can'l go o be
imrrigrards - most of e tmes they havs B slay Ehera, stay
im the farmilees, ared ey nesed bowork, " said Masl

The veleran musicion released b first olbem in seven
years, "Being," on March 3ist and will headline the
Barhicam in Lomson fee tha Fiest fines in 240 wears oe 300

My

Asylum seekers revive football team in small French village

& foatball club m the litte towm of Ay in sastem
oentral France wos on the werge of shething down
Wi i wos locky anough io hove & geoup of asyhim

i S e 1P Dt

Wich just G40 ceskd3onts, e local taan wias deven o just 3ix
players ol he end of wintsr lasd peor. ond |Llocked like (ke
102 -year-old club veould Ferve to be mothballed

Buk then one of the playens suggested bringng over atew
of his frionds, most of whom wen Bying in an aeybum
saahars’ rochplion chalre e Berangais, & l0le cvar sy
Edgaiatias Froen e willage s who vene s ragileag e Nnd
& permanent ploce booplay.

“They wanied to have & ieam and gt betior at fooiball We
wane @ beam withoud players and they were plagers who
e locking for o feam. 5o 1 worked right away,” sald the
clubrprasidant, Jaan-Masia Binunise

e el |1 wacs coenplicanad in e baginning saoting el (he

adrminisrative process of mseeg |icerses for them o pliy
The clul mod Eo regueesi pwtsorisastions from  the
federations of each country o sign players. U5 Arpy was
foroed to start the season a week e, et amonitrs ader, §
wiis inghird place inisseague.

Fasafing paet af {he o munily

Telly s & welding snd boller making sppreniice feom
Guines Canahry, He salil when they ploy foolbal, they
rorget all ik problems

"When we first ordeed, we did nod Rove  probilems
Integmating, or caomimanicatlng with the playess, Many had
i Bl willF those vwho ane P, [ was meady nics, We gt
along well prsd pow we Caremuricade and we s lure, 10y
likiia g |kt Porad®, ™ he sakid

Thie new additions to the team are from countries incdeding
The Gambda, Mall Salvador, @nd Haitl

*It's & fine Enample of istegration.” soid Mayor Bemadatie

il

- o

Burkinabe :-u-ldl'-ur: CAITY & nuﬂ'm during the hunal of E? 'I-'Iﬂﬂ'ﬂrl h.lllud whille .. -
Copyright £ africanews OLYMPIA DE MAISMOMNT!AFP or licensors

£ Ten soldlors ang 32 chvillan sundliories of Burkina
Frige's aetery veans Kilkid o Saturday o Sunday s o
atlacks | the norif of the country, which this wesk
dectared o "gEeneral mobilisation™ nainst recuring fhadiss
violence,
‘Oin Satunday. a "milfary detachment and Yolwmeoers for the
Deferecs of the Fadharand (VDP, civilian auxlianies oo the
arey| was e targel of an allack By anidesdifiod arrsed
mtn® o drowndl Spm, pedr Aceema, seme 156Km from
Duahigouyva, pccoeding o o slatement trom ibe
governorabe of the porthern reglon, pobishedan Sunday.
Thie armdy sasd that "the death foll ks forty fighbers™ {"elght
soddiers and thirty-ten WYOP) and added that "t least 50
irresisgs” Mad Daan "netraliesd™ in @ “respanss”, otk
Irarm (ks air,
Dn Sunday. “worfy In fhe meoaning”, “anothsr otiock
imegebed the malitary detacfmmeni of Kongoussi {Bom
provings, Centrefforth region)™, [he same source sald,
repoiting that “wn soldinrs™ woees Kilkad and “Soeni twenty
Prrresisae faubralisaed
The fovemerpbe of 1he Norlbh megon skl n |8 stalemeng
thart "33 woundsd® from the first attack weres %in o stabie
cordition™ and “being treaied ot ihe regional unbsersity
hosglial of Duahigouya®, caphial of the North region. Tho
army wiibes that “two wounded™ fromn the second attack

P el beon "Evacuated fortreatmend”,

According to A sbowlly source contocied by AFP the
datachmunt 1argaivd by Saturtday's aitack was “previding
apcity Lo e Duiahigowyn airfalawiich wasargelaa™
“Wiclen] EEnling &3 (ahe phece yesbanddy (Sohendiey)
epening” for “ren iy ben hosers®, said o resident o the bown,
He aisp =aid thal “seweral alr sivikes targeled pasitions of
suspocied jihadists” on Friday,

-Gl i alson -

O Thearmday, Uha iransilionad authesilies in Bubins Fass -
who came bo power i@ coup in Septembaer, e sscond in
eight months - declarsd 8 "gensral mobilisstion™ snd a
“wamdng” bo "glve the sleie all the rscessany mesns” 1o
Seal with the jlhadis] attacks thag hase hit tee coumiry,
WU Chase mBasu s, Doy will B in paegicsar =Th g
b e oo, goeds aed sarvizan” bul also "tha gt
fo call for delence employment, individoally os
collectvery”

Om Tuesdoy, the Ministry of Defenoe launched an opemtion
eallad "Empty Granames", calling om all e counbng's
millilasy pamonnal, &ithe of atlad, o donate ek
wniforms forthesoldiers curnestly an the ground

Burking Faso has bean caught sinces 2005 in o dpirnl of
|ihadist winlence that began in Mah oed Miger & few pears
mgo

Kenya: Police officer accused of Killing
two teenagers pleads not guilty

FamiHes erfw:llms -ufulmjun:hchal killings by the police and members of ..
- Copyright £ africansws TOMNY HARUMBAIAFP or [lcensors

Kaman police oificer acowsed of hkilling two
beznagers in cold Bhood In 2OLT pleaded mol gullty
o Mosday to murder charges in o case ot has
Baenitw aimblaimaie of isajedeial killings i (ks East
ATrkean eoinig.
The scens was filmed on 31 March 20017, bedors making
the rownds om socinl nebworks, saming the policeman the
mickname of “killer cop®. ® showed Ahmed Rashid, in
chilian clothes, execuling Two youwng peoaple ying on the
ground b e Easthaigh distdcl, en the outskists of tha
Waian capitel Nalrabl, In Do daylight, in froed el
sy
In Movember 2022, the Indspenderd Polics Deersight
Authenrity  [IPOA1 recommesnded legal acton  against
Ahmied Rashid oftar B conductod an Wwnsdigation amd
Teraniil Ehat 1 daaths “ware Caussl by pollisacion”,
Ahmad Rashid denied the charges, talling a Nairobi caun
1Ml he wos s law-abiding police alficey who was onlydoing
hizduky.
The court granted him bail in reburm for 200,000 shilings
[aEnift£1,3500.
Thia Hesrpait police G ragularly acomssd of souieajudsial

Villamssnl, “Thanks §o B, we bawg neser sean 50 many
speectabors on o Sunday,”

In the Bogimning langeapgns diferences was o bit of a
profiem, espacially whem cormmunicating an the fakd.
Thiry spaak in Bl lEnguages” S 1he caplain Japdmy

killing= by Hemam and
organisations.

In pasrticisar, thoy Riave bean accused of running hit sguads
targuting jodpss, nchoding lawyar, vt fating sl
Fiirrnn Flghts vialations By 1 sasturlly pevicas,
Acosrding {o the 860 Missing Yeices, 1,349 pecple have
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® Make payment using mobile phone.
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WAICA REINSURANCE CORPORATION PLE

VACANCY ANNOUNGEMENT: ASSISTANT
MANAGER, LIFE DEPARTMENT

Introduction of the Corporation

WAICA Re is one of the fastest growing reinsurance companies in Africa. WAICA Re is headquartered in
Freetown (Sierra Leone) and operates through four (4) Regional Offices across Africa namely Lagos (Nigeria),
Accra (Ghana), Abidjan (Cite d'Tvoire), Tunis (Tunisia) and Dubai (United Arab Emirates). Tt also has four (4)
Subsidiary Companies namely, WAICA Re Zimbabwe Limited in Harare (Zimbabwe), WAICA Re Kenya in
Mairobi (Kenya), an investments company namely WAICA Re Capital, Acera (Ghana) and WAICA Re (United
Kingdom).

WAICA Re announces the vacancy of the position of Assistant Manager, Life to be based in Migeria,

Job purpose
The Assistant Manager, Life role s responsible for assisting with the coordination of the operations of life
technical department including, marketing, claim administration, and retro activities of the entire life portfolio to
ensure the organisation reaps good returns from the life business. The role further includes exploring new
markets fo enable growth, client relationship management, product development and provision of operational
processes that support efficient service delivery. Working with the Head Life, the role will ensure the growth in
market share in the company in a profitable manner.
Job duties and responsibilities
Aszisting the Head Life to maximize profits with prudent underwriting measures through
developing sales strategies that matches customer requirements and promoting lite assurance
Reassurance products and services.
Liaising with the Head Life to identify new production opportunities through research of mew and
existing markets and product design.
Identify Life training underwriting needs, claim administration and reassurance and technical
support tor cedants,
Comduct life tralnings inall our reglons of operation and beyond.
Responsible for the design of life promotional activities inour operational countries,
Responsible for new and renewal premium in the company on assigned life accounts,
[rata Management of fife schemes.
Assist in the formulation of life underwriting manual for underwriting and claim administration.
Evaluating and analyzing the risks Invelved in reassuring lives and establishing pricing for accepted
assurable life risks to determine the likelihood and magnitude of mortality and morbidity risks for all
the reassuring schemes.
Verification of all life reassurance underwriting documentation with a standard premium obtainable
by best practice,
Implementation of all work processes within the specified tinve frame.
Reassurance premium quotation on standard, or sub-standard lives with relevant loadings on
martality related risks.
Rendition of statulory retro returns as at when due.
Ensuring the attainment of the colbection KPP for assigoed scoounts
Liaising with the Finance department to ensure that claims processing is done accurately and settled
inatimely manner.
Formulates all necessary reports as requested by Head Life to aide decision making,
Command of the Life Feinsurance system including but not limited to keeping records of business
offered, declined and accepted in the Life software.
Candidate Frofile
Dualifications
ADegree in Insurance or related field
Professional qualifications
: cn
Experience
' At least 8 years” experience in Life insurance of which 4 vears are at Managerial level.
Knowledge of Life Underwriting is a must,

Experience of data management and producing Management Information relative to both Life

information using a software.

Experience with a Reinsurance company in the Life department is an added advantage.
Ability to speak both French and English shall be an added advantage.

Fair Medical examination and interpretation of medical report.

Competencies
E Good analytical skills

Excellent interpersonal skills
Working knowledge of M5 Office
Excellent aral and weritten communication akills
Ability to work under minimal supervision
Ability to work and meet deadlines
Proactive and result oriented

Application Procedure

Interested Candidates for this role shall be required send an Application letter and a OV to
varanciesiwaicare. com

Closing date for application: 25 April 2023

84 Regent Road

Hill Station, Freetown-Sierra Leone
PME 210

(025) 237-722

ChxldFund.

1. Overviewof ChildFund:

ChildFund International is a child-focused intermational development organization that
works throughout Asia, Africa and the Amerncas to connect children with the people,
resources and institutions they need to grow up safe, healthy, educated and skilled,
wherever they are. Delivered through over 250 local implementing partner
organizations, ChildFund's programs address the underlying conditions that prevent
any child or youth from achieving their full potential. We place a special emphasis on
child protection throughout our approach because violence, exploitation, abuse and
neglect can reverse developmental gains In an instant. Last year, we reached 13.8
million children and family members in 24 countries.
ChildFund has had a presence in Sierra Leone since 1% July 1985. Key program
interventions in 1985 were in primary education and school infrastructure. This was
later diversified toinclude health, youth programs, food security and income-generating
projects with associated small loans for investment in small business development.
Project Summary:
With funding from Korea Intemational Cooperation Agency and in partnership with
ChildFund Korea, ChildFund Sierra Lecne will be implementing a project Titled:
Increase access to secondary education for Out-of-school girls in the Western area of
Sierra Leone from 1 April 2023 — 31" December 2025 in six schools in western urban
and rural districts of Sierra Lecne.
Project Impact

Ensure inclusive and equitable guality education and promote lifelong

learning opportunities forall (S0DGs 4)
Project outcome:

Increase access to secondary education for out-of-school girls in the Waestern

area of Sierra Leone
Output:

Cut-of-school girls have access to the inclusive and safe learning

environment

Oul-of-school girls are supported to continue their education

Community is meaninafully engaged in the protection of marginalized children

and enrclling them in schools

ChildFund Sierra Leone is seeking an expression of interest from suitable service
providers for the following services:

in total)
classrooms

1. Contents of construction per school (2 schools
- Two blocks of three (3)
-one (1) Teacher's office
- store
-1 rampand 1 railing

2, Fabrication of classroom furniture (Table and chair)

-T0sets * 6 classrooms

3. Construction of Teilets; Contents of construction per school

- 2setsof sex-separated VIP latrines with menstrual hygiene Tor girls and urinal
far boys (3 drop holes per sel) i.e. one sel of two sex-separated latrines per
school

4, Construction of hand wash facilities:

- 2Water Tanks: 10,000 litres water tanks (1 par school)

5. Boreholes:

- Two Mechanized solar-powered boreholes with elevated towers and six taps

far each borehole with water piped to the toilets
ChildFund invites prospective service providers to reply to this Expression of Interest
(EOI1) and submit their offers no later than 217 April 2023.
Interested and qualified service providers are invited to ChildFund Sierra Leone Office
at 84 Regent Road, Hill Station, Freetown, Sierra Leone to collect the full bid document.
contractors/ service providers can also request further clarifications by email through

SierralLeoneProcurement@ChildFund.org

Submission of Bids must be by one of the following methods.

Hard copy submission in the tender box on or before 21 April 2023 by 4:30 pm at
ChildFund Sierra Leone office at the above-stated address.

or via email to SierralecneProcurement@ChildFund org on or before 217 April 2023
by 4:30 pm

Please follow the submission instruction as per the bid document.
NOTE; LATE TENDERS WILL BE REJECTED
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student at tertiary levels
from 18 years and above
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Background summary

The Budget Advocacy Network (BAN) is a Network of Civil Society
Organisations in Sierra Leone committed to work on budgets and budget
policies to enhance policy making and implementation for sustainable and
equitable development. BAN was established in 2006. The Budget
Advocacy Network is organised around the three principle of the budget i.e.
participation, transparency and accountability. The purpose is to ensure a
greater inclusiveness in the budget process, increase access to information
and improved responsiveness geared towards achieving pro-poor budgeting
and programmes and effective service delivery. BAN draw 1t strengthen
from its membership which are Transparency International (TISL)
Campaign for Good Governance (CGG) Network Movement for Justice
and Development (NMJD), Western Area Budget Education Network
(WABEAN), Actionaid International Sierra Leone (AASISL), Search for
Common Ground (SFCG), and Christian Aid (CA).

BAN is an accountable mstitution and as such it 1s accountable to 1ts citizen,
the board and the government. One tools its accountable process is the
annual financial audit of the operation of the organization. It is bounded by
law as per the BAN governance document and also the Corporate Affairs
Commission law to submit its annual audited financial statement.

Itis on this bases that BAN is seeking an external registered auditor to carry
out a comprehensive audit of all BAN activities for a period of three (3)
years (2022-2024 BAN financial year).

Audit Objective

The objective of the audit of the Financial Statements is to enable the auditor
to express a professional opinion on the financial position of BAN at the end
of the reporting period and of the funds received and expenditures for the
reporting period, and in particular to confirm that the reported expenditure
has, in all material respects, been used in conformity with the provisions the
intended purpose.

To also confirm that the Financial Statements agree with the Project
accounts (books of account) which provide the basis for preparation of the
Financial Statements and are established to reflect the {inancial transactions
in respect of all the Projects.

To also confirm that the Financial Statements agree or reconcile with any
other information reported on.

Scope

The audit will be carried out in accordance with international standards of
auditing. It will include such tests and controls as the auditor considers
necessary. This exercise i1s required to give full and satisfactory audit
discharge to all project expenditure. Specific focus will be:

%+ To establish that the funds have been recorded and funds have been
expended in accordance with the terms and conditions of the contracts,

*

%+ Items and services have been procured in accordance with BAN
procurement policy

* Necessary supporting documents, records and accounts have been kept in
respect of programme expenditure.

“+ To establish the physical existence of assets per the asset register, their

BUDGET ADVOCACY NETWORK
Terms of Reference — External Audit

conditions and locations,

+* Whether the systems, procedures and controls, contractual or otherwise,
adopted BAN are efficient, effective and transparent.

< Whether improvements to BAN systems, procedures and controls can be
made as a result of the findings of this audit.

+ Whether the funds in BAN account were deposited, transferred and
expensed properly in compliance with BAN guidelines and other relevant
financial policies and procedures

Methodology
The approach should include but not be limited to:

%+ Hold separate pre-engagement meetings with the BAN to present an
outline of the planned approach for conducting the exercise.

%+ Request and hold formal interviews with BAN projects and financial
management team and with a view to forming an understanding on the
effectiveness of the internal control system in the management of the
project.

<+ Examination of the financial transactions of'all BAN expenses.
++ Review and vet invoices for fees and reimbursable expenses by BAN

%+ Review the procurement process and procedures for all short term
contracts for the period underreview

%+ Review the assets register to ensure it is up to date and confirm
that.

“ Prepare a project expenditure reports showing receipts and expenditure
sumimaries

Deliverables
%+ Audited financial report (hard and soft copies) for the period noted.

“ A management letter, which should highlight observed weaknesses in the
system of internal control and the recommendations for managing the
identified issues over the life of the programme.

Audit Duration

Three vears. Each year audit work shall be completed within two weeks
from the date of commencement of the audit,

15t year— 1st January to 31st December 2022

2nd year- 1st January to 3 1st December 2023

3rd year - st January to 315t December 2024

Qualification
The audit firms based in Sierra Leone will be eligible to apply.

Application

Interested audit firm should send their Expression of Interest stating their
proposed professional fees per year and all other cost associated in
conducting the audit to the Chairman of BAN on abu.brima@nmjdsl.org
on or before 1st May 2023 and copy the BAN Coordinator on
abkamara@ban-slorg. The selected audit firm should be ready to
negotiate with the Executive Committee of BAN for the appropriate fees per
annum.
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REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE
GUMA VALLEY WATER COMPANY
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR CONSTRUCTION
SUPERVISION OF THE DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACTS FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF MORTEM AND MONGEBAWEIRS
AND ASSOCIATED RAW WATER TRANSMISSION
PIPELINES:; EXPANSION /REHABILITATION OF
ALLENTOWN WATER TREATMENT PLANT;
REHABILITATION OF TWO BOOSTER STATIONS, RISING
MAINS AND FIVE RESERVOIRS; AND CONSTRUCTION OF
DISTRIBUTION NETWORK EXTENSION.

FREETOWN WASH AND AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT
REVAMPING PROJECT

Date Issued: 12 April 2023

Sector: Water Supply and Sanitation

Project ID No.: P-SL-E00-004

Financing Agreement Reference: 6540654001532

1. The Government of the Republic of Sierra Leone has received a grant
and a loan from the African Development Fund and loans from the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, and the OPEC Fund for
International Development to co-finance the Freetown WASH &
Aquatic Environment Revamping Project. In addition, the Government
has applied for co-financing from the Netherlands Enterprise Agency of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Islamic Development Bank, the
Saudi Fund, the ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development and
the Green Climate Fund toward co-financing of the project. It is
intended to apply part of the financing of the OPEC Fund for
International Development to eligible payments under the contract for
Consultancy Services for Construction Supervision of the Design-
Build Contracts for the Construction of Mortem and Mongeba
Weirs and Associated Raw Water Transmission Pipelines:
Expansion /Rehabilitation of Allentown Water Treatment Plant;
Rehabilitation of Two Booster Stations, Rising Mains and Six
Reservoirs; and Construction of Distribution Network Extension.

2. Services to be provided include but are not limited to the following:

i. Checking and approving survey data, designs, drawings, programs,
and other documentation required to be submitted by the contractor and
advising on design adjustments whenever such adjustments become
necessary.

1. Supervision of the site works for compliance with the approved
program. specifications, and any other obligation of the
contractor/supplier (including implementation of ESMP and other
Environmental Safeguards)

i1, Inspection, testing, and witnessing of tests on materials, and
witnessing completion and acceptance tests for the works or parts of the
works.

iv. Certifying contractor's invoices or claims, dealing with variation
orders, ordering works, maintaining cost control in the administration
of the contracts, and monitoring cash flow to ensure that there is no
unjustifiable cost over-run.

v. Monitoring progress of work, preparing and keeping daily field

records, and arranging for periodic site meetings.

vi. Supervision of the arrangement for and the progress of the
contractor's operation and maintenance training programme.

vii. Provision of post construction professional advice during the
Defects Liability period.

viil. Preparing and delivering on schedule mandated reports.

3. GVWC now invites eligible consulting firms to indicate their interest
in providing these services. Interested consultants must provide
information indicating that they are qualified and experienced to
perform the services.

The following core expertise will be required: Water supply project
management; Design of water supply infrastructure (weir, intake,
treatment, transmission, storage, distribution); Supervision of
construction/rehabilitation of water supply infrastructure including
pumping stations and reservoirs; Quantity surveying/works
measurement and valuation, ensuring compliance with ESMP and other
Environmental Safeguards.

Minimum qualification criteria include verifiable track record in the
following: (i) Detailed engineering design for
rehabilitation/expansion/new construction of urban water supply
systems; (11) Supervision of works and contract management of design-
build water supply works contract; (iv) Preparation and implementation
of ESMP (Environmental and Social Management Plan); (v) Work in
Sub-Saharan Africa; (vi) Work on projects funded by multilateral or
bilateral donor agencies. Experience on projects funded by the African
Development Bank and the OPEC Fund for International Development
(OFID) will be an added advantage. Consultants may constitute joint

ventures to enhance their chances of qualification.

4. Eligibility criteria, establishment of the short-list and the selection
procedure shall be in accordance with the African Development
Bank's "Procurement Policy and Methodology for Bank Group
Funded Operations (BMP)" dated October 2015, which is available on
the Bank's website at http://www.afdb.org.

5. Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address
below during office hours: 08:00— 16:00 Hours Sierra Leone time.

6. Expressions of interest must be delivered by email or hand copy to the
address below not later than Wednesday 26 April 2023 at 16:00 Hrs.
and labelled "Consultancy Services for Works Supervision
(OFID)".

Attention:

Procurement Manager, Guma Valley Water Company

7th Floor, 12/14 Lamina Sankoh Street

Freetown, SIERRA LEONE

Email: gumaprocurement(@yahoo.com, with copy to j.atimi@afdb.org
and washaerpprocurement(a yahoo.com
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Tuesday, April 18, 2023 . Concord Times

A (2 /2] PLOT OF LAND

SITUATED AT KINGSTON

TOWN., HASTINGS. FREETOWN
IS GURRENTLY FOR SALE.

INTERESTED PERSONS CAN
CONTACT THIS NUMBER
+23279355725
FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

e
BUILD of
EDITORS

SICRA LT ONE

Guild of Editors - Sierra Leone

C/0 MRCG 145 Circular Road, Freetown.
Email: editorseuild94@emailcom Mob:+23276653596

Public Notice
Increase in Advert Pricing for Newspapers

24* March 2023

The general public 15 bereby mformed that the Guild of Newspaper Editors — Siemra Leone
(GoNE-5L) has reviewed the advert pricing for newspapers as follows

Black & White

No. | Desciption Old Price (NLe) | New Price (NLe)
1| Quarter Page (*4) 700 800
2 [Half (%) 800 1.200
3| Full Page 1,000 1,500
4 | Centre Spread 2000 3,000

Coloured

No Descniption | Old Pnce (NLe) | New Pnice (NLe)

1 Full Page 2,500 3,000

) | Centre Spread 5,000 6.000

Sipmed

Donald Theo-Harding
Charman GolNE-SL

Bankers: Union Trust Bank A/C No: 01-210-25568-01

The cover pnice remains the same

Your cooperation is highly solicited

Please note that the new prncing takes effect on Monday, 3™ Apnl. 2023

BRERLA, LE O BTG AS TS ASSCRCRA TR
Rborin Waiory e Sodmlarey
A8 penms Wt Aoed Upgun §resiowm
Tel 32352 PEAMSOI IS+ 20T PEROGAERAYS T 1T PREADLETS 4 23T PREAESES
Errmil nowy

= e

FRFSS RFLFASFE
APSCHREASE W COreT OfF AW CORBAERCIALS
Adile 31 Town. 255 Adorch 2023

The National Exscutive and General Membership of the Sierra Leone
Broadcasters Association (SiILBA) wish to inform the public that the Assocation
Fas unanimously resobred to increase the cost of radio commencials.

The decision was reached at a national consultation meeting held at pile 91
Town, Tonkolill District, on Saturday, 18™ March 2023, as part of the efforts to
maet the current imflation rates and other statutory obligations in the country.

Thizs decision will enhance guality in servioe delivery and sostainability in the
operations of radio stations acnoss the country.

It should e recalled that this is the only increment in commerncials announocesd
by radio stations in 12 years.

The Assodation therefore ocaves the whderstanding and patronage of the
public.

The new commercial guotation which willl take effect on 1™ May 2023 shall be
s Tollow:

EREETOWWN
1. lingle — lingle slot — NLe 3500 per minute
2. Public nolice — NiLe 3000 per S0 words
3. [a) Cost for 30 minules airtimme, between NMLe 750,00 and
MNLs 1,250 Depending on the coverage of the Radio station)
(b)) Cost for 1hr airtime, between NLe 1, SO0, OO0 and
MNLe 2 500,00 [Depending on the coverage of the Radio station)
ERONWVINCLAL
1. fingle — lingle shot — NLe 20,00 per minute
2. Public notice — NLe 20.00 per S0 words

. (@) Cost for 30 minute airtirme: betwesn MLe SO0 00 amd PMNbLe
L0000 Depending on The coverage of the particular Radio station)

b)) Cost for 1he airtime: betwesn NLe 1,000,000 and NLe 1, 5040, 040
(Depending on the coverage of the particular Radio station)

SiLBA regrets any inconvenience this may cause.

EMDy

Sagreea Apepsr el Bay
=t Db

Daneael fd Acmnara Svaniey Barwguera ir

Secretary General Cnasrmman




ALL CREDIBLE INSTITUTIONS HAVE ADVERTISED IN

GCONCORD TIMES

FOR ADVERT PLACEMENT CALL: +232 76 694292/+232 99 822587 E-mail: concordtimes100@yahoo.com
Follow us: K1 Concord Times Newspaper £ @Concordtimes [E sl_concord_times

LEGALAID BOARDTRANSCO Hiv/aIps

AN Q, ncc:ss GANK MINISTRY OF YOUTHS AND SPORTS
() MBssE CuMAVALLEYEUREONTL INLAREE SS A

CARE INTERNATIONBL SERe s viie SAVE THE CHILDREN
T "“Mﬂtmcnm NASSIT sn-:nu LEONE POLICE s ll’l n

SIERRA LEDNE Bﬂa‘llfﬁfln ““‘“E s‘
HIHIS'I'IIY llf INTERNAL AFFAIRS
sus CHILDREN VILLAGE ppp mnustay o perence MIMICET c“n|

STAR TIMES
.,I."s“.'f,f.fﬁr;,?..i worto vision QLD IR A

MINISTRY OF FINAN s
SE\\ MINISTRY OF E..%:E;? n Tv el Siglll-(::‘sl
SIERRA BAY HOTEL MINISTRY OF AGRICUITURE @i

e stores SEA COACH EXPRESS ﬁﬁm@%
SLRSA varcom " e nlwIRGC S winyEnnin
S“"“ “ ECOBANK 2P0 MICRO FINANCEISLIITD
Bs SOLTHIS g‘{‘(‘;'ﬁ' BHE
“MIHIS‘I*YI Ef TBI\NSPN““ T B ORANGE RCB

MERCURY SLUNOEwho | ;T RE | GR
OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY AFRICELL ministrY oF TRADE AND INDUSTRY

INIIVI A ZENITH BANK MINISTRY OF HEALTH

KENEMA CITY COUNCIL EUROPEAN UNIDN
NATIONAL TOURIST BOARD PPRC CHASL sTaNDARD BUREAU SMEnn

STATISTIC SIERRA LEONE “‘ WORLD BANK nrnlnns RADISSON BLU II;TH
NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES vunummlm NAL

g2 gn FAWAZ BUILDING MATERIALS goomEp PARTNERS IN HEALTH

NS SMALL ARMS SLWREC
PEE CEE 8 300 iNG COMPRNY ppRc MOTT MACDONALDS

NEC "ATIONALTOURIST BoARD NPPR EBK llWEIISITIlllIIII:IAIIY OF SIERRA LEONE




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

