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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

n the six countries of the Economic 
Community of Central Africa (Cameroon, ICongo, Gabon, Chad, CAR and Equatorial 

Guinea), the BEAC (Bank of Central African 
States) has put into circulation new banknotes 
from December 15.
On posters and banners announcing these new 
banknotes, the BEAC emphasizes that these 
are "more compact, more modern and better 
secured" banknotes that it has put into 
circulation.
"For the production of these bills, BEAC has 
used technology that puts it one step ahead of 
counterfeiters. These bills have modern 
security features that are difficult to forge," 
Emmanuel Asafor Sho, BEAC's deputy national 
director for Cameroon, told the agency on 
Thursday.
"It is a technology that has significantly 
improved the quality of cash circulation by 

gradually replacing the bills of the 2002 range, 
most often worn, by new bills of the 2020 
range," he added stressing that "to ensure the 
authenticity of a bill, it is sufficient to apply the 
method "TRI", a simple, fast and effective 
method that combines three gestures: Touch, 
Look, Tilt.
This new range comes after the 2002 range, 20 
years later. According to the Bank of Central 
African States, these new bills were put into 
circulation on December 15 in accordance with 
the decision taken on November 7 in Douala by 
the Ministerial Committee of the Central African 
Monetary Union (UMAC).
The BEAC had stressed in a press release last 
November that despite the introduction of new 
banknotes of the 2020 range, the 2002 range of 
banknotes continues to be in force in the 
Economic Community of Central Africa 
(Cemac).

hanaian President Nana Akufo-Addo 
says his neighbour Burkina Faso has G"reached an arrangement" with the 

Russian paramilitary group Wagner, a 
statement the government in Ouagadougou 
declined to comment Thursday.
"Burkina Faso has now made an arrangement 
to, like Mali, use Wagner forces. I believe a 
mine in southern Burkina has been allocated to 
them as a form of payment for their services," 
he said during a meeting in the United States 
with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
According to the Ghanaian head of state, 
"Russian mercenaries are at the northern 
border" of Ghana, which is "particularly 
worrying".
"We have no reaction. I leave him the 
responsibility for what he said," replied to AFP 
the spokesman for the Burkinabe government 
Jean-Emmanuel Ouedraogo.
In several French-speaking African countries, 
Moscow is conducting an active influence 
campaign, particularly on social networks, and 
enjoys growing popular support when France, 
the former colonial power, is increasingly 
vilified.
Several countries accuse the junta in power in 
Mali of having recourse to the services of 
Wagner, who is reputed to be close to the 
Moscow regime, which Bamako denies.
The question of a possible rapprochement with 
Russia has also arisen in Burkina since the 
Sept. 30 coup, the second in eight months, 
which brought Captain Ibrahim Traoré to power, 

while the country has struggled to cope with 
recurrent deadly jihadist attacks since 2015.
On Monday, Burkina Faso's Prime Minister 
Apollinaire Kyelem de Tembela met in Moscow 
with Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail 
Bogdanov to discuss "priority issues of 
strengthening relations" between the two 
countries, according to a Russian Foreign 
Ministry statement.
Asked about the trip, the Burkinabe government 
spokesman did not wish to comment.
Mr. Kyelem de Tembela had said in late October 
that he would not rule out re-examining his 
country's "relations" with Russia.
"We will try, as much as possible, to diversify our 
partnership relations until we find the right 
formula for the interests of Burkina Faso. But 
there will be no question of letting ourselves be 
dominated by a partner, whoever it may be," he 
said in mid-November.
On Thursday evening, the head of US 
diplomacy reiterated his fears about the 
Russian group.
"As soon as Wagner deploys, countries are in a 
weaker, poorer, less secure and less 
independent position," Antony Blinken warned 
at a press conference at the close of the three-
day U.S.-Africa summit in Washington.
"Our African partners are telling us that they 
don't want to see their resources exploited, they 
don't want their human rights abused, they don't 
want their governance undermined, so at the 
end of the day, they really don't want Wagner," 
he added.

round the village of Dak in central Senegal, 
women cut rice stalks with sickles and Aknives, singing and dancing. In this West 

African country, which is a major consumer of the 
cereal, the current harvest will not cover all needs.
"This production is for self-consumption. We don't 
want to buy imported rice anymore, which is very 
expensive," says Diétéo Diouf, head of a women's 
association, in the middle of the rice fields.
The global food crisis and inflation caused by the 
war in Ukraine and the rise in cereal and energy 
prices have made the search for food self-
sufficiency in Africa a pressing issue.
Rice, one of the staples of the African diet, is 
particularly affected as India, the world's second 
largest producer, announced restrictions on its 
exports in September, raising fears of a shortage in 
Africa, where more than 280 million people were 
already undernourished by 2020 according to the 
UN.
The Asian giant banned the export of broken rice 
(rice with lower prices and accidental or 
unintentional fractures) and introduced a 20% tax 
on exports of high-quality rice to improve domestic 
supplies after a major drought in the main 
producing regions.
To combat speculation, Senegal recently set a 
price of 325 CFA francs per kilo (about 0.5 euros) 
for Indian broken rice, one of the cheapest and 
most widely consumed types of rice, and virtually 
the only one imported into the country, according to 
the coordinator of the national rice self-sufficiency 
programme, Waly Diouf.
Rice is essential for the preparation of ceebu jën, 
rice with fish and the most popular dish in Senegal.
Panic and tension
Africa accounts for 32% of the world's rice imports 
for 13% of the world's population, according to 
Africa Rice, a research centre in Abidjan with 28 
member countries.
"Local rice production covers only about 60% of 
current demand in sub-Saharan Africa," the centre 
said.
India's decision to limit its exports has created 
panic in several African countries where rice is an 
essential commodity.
In the Comoros, an archipelago of 890,000 
inhabitants where more than a quarter of the 
population lives on less than two euros a day, the 
soaring price of rice caused clashes at the end of 

September.
In Liberia, queues formed in front of wholesalers 
amid rumours of a shortage. Prices reached the 
equivalent of 23 euros per 25kg bag, compared to 
the usual 13 euros.
"The threat (of shortages) is real in Senegal" when 
India says it will not export any more, Diouf said. 
The country experienced "hunger riots" in 2008 
due to a sharp increase in the price of basic foods.
Over the past two years, "Senegal has produced 
some 840,000 tonnes of rice each time, or nine 
months' consumption, a quantity that is 
increasing," Diouf said.
The country "imports an average of 900,000 
tonnes of rice every year. This exceeds the 
country's needs, but importing makes it possible to 
guarantee the availability of the product and to 
avoid speculation," he explained.
Producing locally
The aim is to reduce this dependence. "By 2030, 
consumption in Senegal should reach 1.5 million 
tonnes of rice per year. We have worked on a 
strategy to move towards self-sufficiency," says 
Waly Diouf. He estimates the financial effort 
needed to achieve self-sufficiency at 1,371 billion 
CFA francs (about two billion euros).
"We need more rice fields, credit, combine 
harvesters and a new irrigation system," says 
Mouhamadou Moustapha Diack, president of a 
farmers' union in Boundoum (north). There, the 
dykes and irrigation channels between the rice 
fields are worn out, dotted with eucalyptus and 
water lilies.
Beyond the quantity, the supposedly poorer 
quality of rice produced in Senegal has long turned 
consumers away. "That has changed," Birame 
Diouf, head of a rice mill in Ross Béthio (north), a 
factory that removes impurities such as small 
gravels, told AFP. The grains are swallowed up in 
huge vats, where they are husked, cleaned and 
processed into whole or broken rice.
Senegal hopes to follow the example of Côte 
d'Ivoire where 'the quantities imported from India 
have fallen by 24% from 2021 to 2022. There has 
been a clear shift towards Ivorian rice and 
secondarily towards other origins," Régina Adea, 
communications officer for the Agency for the 
Development of the Rice Sector in Côte d'Ivoire 
(Aderiz), told AFP.

amblers and experts say many punters 
see Africa's growing sports betting industry Gas a source of regular income, and a 

possible path out of poverty.
But critics warn its rise is underpinned by 
widespread poverty, unemployment and poor or 
non-existent regulation.
Continent-wide data on sports betting is not readily 
available, though snapshots from different 
countries show its growing popularity.
Online gaming platforms have enjoyed recent 
growth, driven by widening adoption of mobile 
payments and pandemic-era demand for digital 
entertainment.
Much of the betting focuses on soccer games in 
Europe, while more recently the World Cup has 
been the major draw.
A South African government survey from 2017, the 
most recent on gambling, found that sports betting 
grew 14% per year from 2008 to 2016, even as the 
number of South Africans who gambled fell from 
57% to a third of the country's adult population.
Today, online sports betting makes up 45% of the 
South African gambling market, “a starkly different 
picture to just 10 years ago when casinos held 
80% of market share,” said the National Gambling 
Board.
Sibongile Simelane-Quntana, executive director 
of the South African Responsible Gambling 
Foundation, said that her group has seen 

“significant growth” in online sports betting in the 
aftermath of pandemic-related lockdowns.
Funding for her group, which comes from 
gambling houses, “has increased by 50% from 
where it was before the lockdown,” she said.
African gamblers often count on winnings to fund 
daily needs.
Lagos-based sports psychologist Seun Ajidagba 
said people see it as a way to make "quick 
money".
At a betting shop in the South African township of 
Soweto, Sfiso Mnguni told the AP he has seen 
fellow punters faint under the stress.
“People collapse here in the shop and we never 
know if it is due to hunger or any conditions," 
Mnguni said.
A Ugandan parliamentary committee earlier this 
year suggested banning day-time betting.
Neighboring Kenya has reported declines in 
gambling since 2019, when the country imposed 
taxes on all bets, win or lose, and revoked the 
licenses of several major gambling companies 
after accusing the country's largest sports betting 
platform of tax evasion.
A government survey found that respondents who 
saw gambling as a good source of income fell by 
half from 2019 to 2021, from 22.7% to 11.2%.

Africanews with AFP 
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