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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

HO Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said Wednesday that his uncle Wwas "murdered" by Eritrean troops in the 

Ethiopian region of Tigray, where a peace deal has been 
signed to end a bloody war.
Dr. Tedros, a native of Tigray, revealed at the end of a 
press conference with the United Nations Correspondents 
Association that he had been on the verge of cancelling 
the meeting "because it was a difficult moment for me."
"I learned that my uncle had been murdered by the 
Eritrean army," he told reporters.
"He wasn't alone. In the village, when they killed him in his 
home, more than fifty people in the same village were 
killed. Arbitrarily," he denounced. "I hope that the peace 
agreement will hold and that this madness will stop," 
added the 57-year-old head of the World Health 
Organization (WHO).
The fighting began in November 2020, when Ethiopian 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sent the federal army to arrest 
leaders in the northern region who had been challenging 
his authority for months and whom he accused of 

attacking federal military bases.
The Ethiopian government and the Tigrayan rebels 
signed an agreement in Pretoria on November 2 that 
included a cessation of hostilities, the withdrawal and 
disarmament of Tigrayan forces, the re-establishment of 
federal authority in Tigray and the reopening of access to 
the region, which is in a dire humanitarian situation.
However, the agreement makes no mention of the 
presence in Tigray of the Eritrean army, which provided 
decisive assistance to the Ethiopian troops, or of its 
possible withdrawal.
The outcome of this conflict, which was marked by abuses 
and took place largely behind closed doors, is unknown. 
The International Crisis Group think tank and the NGO 
Amnesty International describe it as "one of the deadliest 
in the world".
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who headed the Tigray 
Regional Health Office before becoming Ethiopia's health 
minister from 2005 to 2012, has repeatedly called for 
peace and unhindered humanitarian access to Tigray.

 Malian mother who gave birth to nine babies in 
Morocco last year returned home on Tuesday with Aher infants, Health Minister Dieminatou Sangare 

told AFP.
"Joy and satisfaction to see them in good health. The 
mother and babies are doing well and have arrived safe 
and sound in Mali," she said in a message.
Sangare showed pictures on her Facebook page of her 
welcoming the two parents and their nine children in the 
capital Bamako.
Halima Cisse, a young woman from the northern city of 
Timbuktu, gave birth to five girls and four boys in 
Casablanca in May 2021.
Mali's government flew her to the city's Ain Borja clinic, 
which had better facilities to cope with multiple 
pregnancies than in the impoverished Sahel state.
Doctors had worried for the health of the mother-to-be and 

for the babies' chances of survival, given the high risk of 
very premature birth.
She was 25 weeks pregnant when admitted and medical 
staff managed to extend her term to 30 weeks.
All were delivered safe and sound by Caesarean section, 
using a team of 10 doctors assisted by 25 paramedics.
They each weighed between 500 grams and one kilogram 
(1.1 and 2.2 pounds) but needed to stay in Morocco to 
benefit from specialist care.
The verified world record for the most living births is eight, 
born to an American woman, Nadya Suleman, nicknamed 
"Octomum", in 2009 when she was 33.
"This is a first. It's a source of pride for us," Sangare said.
She said "the state honoured its commitments" in helping 
Cisse and expressed her thanks to the Moroccan medical 
team.

n 16 December 1972, a village in northern 
Mozambique virtually disappeared from the map. OWiriyamu saw its inhabitants killed one by one at 

the hands of the Portuguese military, who invaded the 
territory during the colonial war.
On the eve of the 50th anniversary of the massacre, only 
four survivors can tell the story in the first person.
Vinte Gandar still remembers how he lost friends and 
neighbours, and yet the population remained silent when 
asked about their support for the "turras", the name given 
to the combatants of the Mozambique Liberation Front 
(FRELIMO who is currently in power)
"The population always kept its silence and said 'no, we 
don't know', but then they started to kill. They thought that 
by killing one by one some would be afraid and would tell 
the truth, but it didn't happen". Vinte Gandar, a survivor 
said.
The survivors acknowledge that their courage was 

essential to maintain the independence movement. 
Doquiria Gucinho carries in her body the testimony of that 
day. 
"They put us in the same place, the men went to a line, 
whoever tried to escape was killed, while we women were 
sitting" she said. "Then they threw a grenade at where we 
were sitting. My mother-in-law fell, hit in the chest, I was 
wounded in the leg and fell down bathed in blood. Only in 
the evening I realised I wasn't dead", Gucinho added 
amidst tears.
It took almost five decades, for Portugal to acknowledge 
the Wiriyamu massacre.
This year, António Costa apologised to Mozambique for 
the barbarity committed during the colonial war, an act 
that, in the words of the Portuguese Prime Minister, is 
"inexcusable" and "dishonours the memory" of the 
country.

hehu Sani, a former senator of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria has reacted to Ghana's Spresident Nana Akufo-Addo's recent advice to 

African leaders against begging from the west.
He said the Ghanaian president cannot call on African 
leaders to stop begging from the West while he is doing 
the same.
Sani juxtaposed Ghana's current economic engagement 
with the IMF with the president's call.
In a post on Twitter, Mr Sani referred to Ghana's recent 
staff-level agreement with the International Monetary 
Fund.
"Ghana's President is collecting IMF loan with the right 
hand and using the left hand to warn African Governments 
against begging the west for money," the tweet read.
Ghana on Tuesday (November 13) reached an 
agreement with the International Monetary Fund on a $3 
billion bailout loan, as the country faces a severe 
economic crisis.

On the same day of the agreement, President Akufo-
Addo urged African leaders to stop begging. “If we stop 
being beggars and spend African money inside the 

he International Criminal Court (ICC) on Thursday 
upheld the conviction for war crimes and crimes Tagainst humanity of Dominic Ongwen, a Ugandan 

child soldier who became a top commander of the Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA).
"The appeals chamber rejects all the grounds of appeal 
presented by the defence and unanimously confirms the 
decision on the guilt of Mr Ongwen," said presiding judge 
Luz del Carmen Ibáñez Carranza, adding that the court 
would rule later on Thursday on the rebel leader's appeal 
against his 25-year prison sentence.
Dominic Ongwen, abducted on his way to school at the 
age of nine by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), led by 
fugitive Joseph Kony, was convicted last year of murder, 
rape and sexual slavery in northern Uganda in the early 
2000s.
The ICC does not know the exact age of Dominic 
Ongwen, who appears to be in his 40s.
He had appealed against his conviction and sentence at 
the ICC, based in The Hague, six years after his trial 
began.
Founded in Uganda in the 1980s by former choirboy 
Joseph Kony to establish a Ten Commandments regime, 
the LRA terrorised large areas of central Africa for 30 
years, kidnapping children, maiming civilians on a 
massive scale and enslaving women.
"The appeals chamber wishes to recognise the extreme 
suffering endured by the victims of Dominic Ongwen's 
crimes during the period covered by the charges," the 
judge said.
Ongwen's lawyers had argued earlier this year that his 
conviction and sentence should be quashed because he 

was himself a victim of the LRA as a child soldier.
"Dominic Ongwen was, and still is, a child," his lawyer 
Krispus Ayena Odongo told the court in February, adding 
that his client still believed he was "possessed" by the 
spirit of Joseph Kony.
The ICC prosecutor recently asked judges to confirm the 
charges against Joseph Kony, who has been on the run 
for more than 17 years, so that once captured, his trial can 
take place as soon as possible.
- Scapegoat' -
The LRA is responsible for the deaths of over 100,000 
people and the abduction of 60,000 children, turning boys 
into docile soldiers and girls into sex slaves.
Mr Ongwen was found guilty of 61 counts of war crimes 
and crimes against humanity, including forced pregnancy 
- a first for the ICC - but also murder, rape, sexual slavery 
and conscripting child soldiers.
At first instance, the ICC found that Mr Ongwen was not 
mentally ill, despite his abduction and brutality at the 
hands of the LRA and that the "White Ant" - his nom de 
guerre - had personally ordered the massacre of civilians 
in refugee camps between 2002 and 2005.
The defence had appealed on more than 100 grounds, 
including that Mr Ongwen was a "scapegoat" for the rebel 
movement.
"The judgment is full of errors based on law, fact and 
procedure," lawyer Krispus Ayena Odongo said in court 
documents.
Joseph Kony should be in the dock, as he was the one 
who decided on the distribution of women and children as 
sex slaves, the defence argued.
Africanews with AFP 

WHO chief says uncle 'murdered' in Tigray bloodshed

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World Health Organization ...  -  
Copyright © africanews Martial Trezzini/' KEYSTONE / MARTIAL TREZZINI

Mali's world-beating nonuplets back home in Bamako

Halima Cisse and Kader Arby0, parents of the nonuplets  -  Copyright © africanews AFP

Shehu Sani: Akufo-Addo taking IMF loan yet warning against begging the West 

FILE - In this Nov. 19, 2019, file photo, Ghana's
 President Nana Akufo-Addo ...  -  Copyright © 
africanews John MacDougall/AFP or Licensors

continent, Africa will not need to ask for respect from 
anyone. We will get the respect we deserve. If we make it 
prosperous as it should be, respect will follow,” Akufo-
Addo said.
This was during the opening of the US-Africa Leaders' 
Summit in Washington DC on Tuesday, December 13.

He admonished Africans living abroad to bring their 
expertise and wealthy knowledge on board to help shape 
the image of the continent. He believes that it will take 
unity of purpose to succeed in changing the narrative and 
enhancing Africa's image. 

Mozambique: 50th anniversary of the 
Portuguese led Wiriyamu massacre

Wiriyamu massacre  -  Copyright © africanews CLEARED

ICC confirms conviction of Ugandan rebel chief Ongwen

The International Criminal Court on Thursday upheld the conviction and 25-year sentence for war 
crimes of Dominic Ongwen, a former Ugandan rebel commander  -  Copyright © africanews AP Photo
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