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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

ver 55 people have been killed and dozens injured 
on Tuesday (Dec. 13) by widespread floods and Olandslides caused by heavy rains in Congo's 

capital, Kinshasa.
Kinshasa's 24 neighbourhoods were affected according to 
local officials.
Some 12 million people live in Congolese city. Many of 
whom now grieve loved ones.
"Around 4:15 a.m. we woke up, the water had gotten into 
the house", Robert the relative of a deceased recounted.
"We tried to channel the water elsewhere after we noticed 
that there was more danger. We went back to the house to 
sleep since we were soaked with the cold, we went back to 
bed, and just after, the wall collapsed on the children and 
the parents and on a neighbour, who was passing by. In 
total, nine people died.”
In addition to submerging houses, the torrential rains 
ruined many roads. A landslide in the southern Mont-
Ngafula district cut off a key supply route linking the capital 
with the Atlantic Ocean port of Matadi. 
Prime Minister Jean-Michel Sama Lukonde said officials 
were still searching for more bodies.
"We came to assess the damage and the primary damage 
we see is human," Lukonde said on state television 

Tuesday.
President Félix Tshisekedi who's attending the USA-
Africa Summit in Washington sent his deepest 
condolences to the bereaved families. 
In a tweet, he asked "the national and provincial 
governments to come to" the aid of the most vulnerable 
and " to accelerate the work of rainwater drainage to 
prevent this type of disaster from happening again".
In the Ngaliema area, more than three dozen people died 
and bodies are still being counted, said the area's mayor, 
Alid'or Tshibanda. In another part of town five members of 
one family were killed, some by electrocution.
"It is a just calamity," said Pierrot Mantuela. The 30-year-
old lost his mother, nine-year-old daughter and three 
brothers. "It's sad to lose all the members of my family," he 
said. He said he was spared because he was working 
Monday night when the rains began.
Officials said much of the destruction happened in houses 
built on plots without official permission. "They have no 
documents. They are chased away but they always come 
back," said Dieumerci Mayibazilwanga, the mayor of 
Mont-Ngafula, of people building unauthorized houses.
In 2019, flooding and landslides killed at least 32 in and 
around Kinshasa.

hana's President Nana Akufo-Addo has urged 
African countries to stop "begging" from the GWest in order to earn global respect and 

change poor perceptions about the continent.
"If we stop being beggars and spend African money 
inside the continent, Africa will not need to ask for 
respect from anyone, we will get the respect we 
deserve. If we make it prosperous as it should be, 
respect will follow," Mr Akufo-Addo made the remarks 
during the opening of the US-Africa Leaders' Summit 
in Washington DC on Tuesday.
Mr Akufo-Addo urged greater solidarity among 
Africans to address shared aspirations.
Nana Akufo-Addo's remarks came on the day that the 

International Monetary Fund agreed to give Ghana a 
$3bn (£2.4bn) loan to alleviate an unprecedented 
economic downturn in the West African country.
Already burdened by high debt, Ghana is facing 
historic inflation of more than 40% and a collapse in 
the value of its currency - the cedi - economic 
difficulties exacerbated since the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.
Nearly 50 African leaders and delegates are in 
Washington DC for a key summit hosted by President 
Biden.
It is the centrepiece of a major effort to reset and 
improve U.S. ties with African countries, whose 
relations with China and increasingly Russia have 
drawn scrutiny.

hana has reached an agreement with 
the International Monetary Fund on a G$3 billion bailout loan, the IMF 

announced Tuesday, as the country faces a 
severe economic crisis.
Already burdened by high debt, Ghana is 
facing historic inflation of more than 40 
percent and a collapse in the value of its 
currency - the cedi - economic difficulties 
exacerbated since the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.
"I am pleased to announce that the IMF team 
has reached an agreement with the 
Ghanaian authorities on a three-year 
program (...) under the Extended Credit 
Facility (ECF) in the amount (...) of about 3 
billion U.S. dollars," said the IMF mission 
chief in Ghana, Stephane Roudet.
The loan "aims to restore macroeconomic 
stability and debt sustainability while laying 
the foundation for stronger and more 

inclusive growth," Roudet added in a 
statement.
The agreement must now be approved by the 
IMF Executive Board in Washington, he 
continued.
Ghanaian President Nana Akufo-Addo has 
come under fire for his handling of the 
economic crisis and in particular for seeking 
IMF assistance, having once promised a 
"Ghana without aid.
Many Ghanaians fear that with this 
agreement the government will be forced to 
impose austerity measures that will further 
burden the population, which is already 
facing soaring prices.
Ghana is a major producer of cocoa and gold 
and has oil and gas reserves, but its debt 
service payments have skyrocketed. And like 
the rest of sub-Saharan Africa, it has been hit 
hard by the consequences of the global 
pandemic and the war in Ukraine.

omestic worker jobs are on the decline in South 
Africa. Government stats body, Statistics DSouth Africa recently released data showing 

that in the third quarter of this year, there were 32 000 
housekeepers without employment. Eunice Dhladhla 
South African Domestic Service and Allied Workers 
Union Assistance General Secretary says on a daily 
basis her phone rings off the hook flooded by domestic 
workers who've been laid off.
“It is very sad for domestic workers especially at this 
time as we're going towards the festive season. 
However, it has been happening throughout the years. 
Domestic workers are suffering a lot,” said Dhladhla.
Manyunyu Florence Sosiba has been a domestic 
worker since 1983. She says with more of her 
housekeeper mates losing their income, the solution 
is to upskill and work towards entrepreneurship.
“ It makes feel really bad that domestic workers are 
losing their jobs. However, as a domestic worker, I 
always speak with other housekeepers that we should 

try to create our own opportunities. In this economy, 
it's best we empower ourselves,” said Sosiba.
The decline in the number of domestic workers' jobs is 
attributed to the financial pressure felt by middle-class 
households caused by inflation and fuel hikes. 
However, another reason for the fall in housekeeper 
employment is that some employers are moving 
abroad.
“If an employer is moving to another country, the 
workers right is to get a salary, a notice pay and leave 
pay which three weeks salary and severance pay for 
the years she has been employed. Although that 
money is too little but altleast it is her money” explains 
Dhladhla.
In recent years, South Africa has had an average of 
one million employed domestic workers. However, 
this number is slowly shrinking as the economy faces 
a decline.

Many dead as floods hit DR Congo's capital Kinshasa

Areas are damaged following torrential rains in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tuesday, D
ec. 13, 2022.  -  Copyright © africanews Samy Ntumba Shambuyi/Copyright 2021 The AP. All rights reserved.

Ghana's president Akufo Addo urges Africa to stop 'begging’

President Nana Akufo-Addo of Ghana speaks during the African Diaspora Young Leaders  -  
Copyright © africanews AFP

 Domestic workers jobs on the decline in South Africa

 IMF, Ghana agree on $3 
billion financing deal

enegal's anti-covid funds have been subject 
to "mismanagement and criminal offences" Saccording to a report by Senegal's Court of 

Auditors.
The Court of Auditors is asking the Senegalese 
Ministry of Justice to open a judicial investigation 
against at least ten people, including officials from 
the ministries involved in the management of the 
anti-covid 19 fund, in its report.
The audit of the Court of Accounts of Senegal 
concerns the expenditures made in 2020 and 
2021 on the "Response Fund against the effects of 
Covid-19" amounting to more than 740 billion CFA 
francs (more than 1.1 billion euros), financed by 
donors and the state, according to this report 
published on the website of the audit institution 
attached to the Presidency of the Republic.
"The total amount of expenditures (made by 
various ministries and) not related to covid-19 
amounts to 19,727,096,727 CFA francs" (about 30 
million euros), the document says.
The Court of Auditors said it found, for example, an 
"overbilling" of more than 2.7 billion CFA francs (4 

 Major irregularities in the management 
of Senegal's Covid 19 funds - Report

million euros) on the price of rice purchased and 
distributed to the poorest populations in a context 
of confinement, and several defects in "supporting 
documents" for expenditures.
It also noted "a cash payment to suppliers in the 
amount of 2.5 billion CFA francs" (3.8 million 
euros), while the texts require the payment of state 
expenses by check or bank or postal transfer.
"The analysis of aid and assistance" to families 
shows that "people with the same first and last 
names, with identical identity card numbers and 
sometimes the same addresses, received aid 
several times for different amounts.
The fund, set up by President Macky Sall, was 
intended to strengthen the country's health 
system, support households, the diaspora and 
private companies, and maintain an adequate 
supply of medical, pharmaceutical and basic 
products.
Many officials in sub-Saharan Africa are 
suspected of misappropriating or mismanaging 
funds dedicated to fighting the Covid-19 
pandemic, including in Cameroon, Guinea and 
South Africa.

n South Africa, the ruling African National 
Congress party, which holds a majority in the Iparliament, largely stood with President 

Ramaphosa, preventing the motion from getting 
the two-thirds vote needed to proceed with his 
impeachment.
However, the opposition Julius Malema, leader of 
the Economic Freedom Fighters, criticized the 
move vowing to go to court.
"Today it's a sad day in South Africa, where 
parliament sits to reject a report that is of their own 
initiative that was spending not less than 6 million 
on doing those investigations and thus decided to 
throw that 6 million into a bin. It's a sad day for the 
constitution of South Africa, and for the democracy 
of South Africa. We think there is no rational 
reason why we came to the conclusion we came 
to, and as a result, we are going to court to 
challenge this decision of Parliament," said 
Malema.
Another opposition party the Democratic Alliance 
faulted members of the ruling party for shielding 
Ramaphosa from facing justice over corruption 
allegations. They termed it an indeed sad day for 
democracy and the parliament.
"This is the same old agency that rallied around 
and protected and shielded Jacob Zuma from 
accountability just as they've rallied around the 
president today. There was no harm in the report 
going forward, the president would have been 
given ample opportunity to state his case, to point 
the deficiencies of the report, and instead the ANC 
has just simply shut this down to prevent any 
further progress on it. I think it's a sad day for 
Parliament," said John Steenhuisen, the leader of 
the Democratic Alliance.
At least four ANC lawmakers broke ranks with the 

party line and voted along with the opposition 
parties in favour of the impeachment process, 
including Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, currently a 
minister in Ramaphosa's Cabinet and high-
ranking ANC leader.  
Dlamini-Zuma lost against Ramaphosa for the 
ANC presidency at its last national conference in 
2017.
Other notable figures who voted in favour of 
Ramaphosa's impeachment were Supra 
Mahumapelo and Mosebenzi Zwane, known rivals 
of Ramaphosa and allies of former president 
Jacob Zuma, indicating the extent of divisions 
within the ANC.
During the Tuesday seating, ANC lawmakers 
argued that the panel that drafted the report did not 
present enough evidence to warrant the 
impeachment of Ramaphosa.
They said that other law enforcement agencies are 
still probing the matter.
They also cited Ramaphosa's application for a 
judicial review of the report, saying parliament 
should await the outcome of that process before 
proceeding with any move against the president.
The parliamentary vote comes in a week where 
Ramaphosa will also be fighting for his political life 
as he seeks to be re-elected the leader of the ANC 
at its national conference starting in Johannesburg 
on Friday.
The conference will also elect members of the 
party's National Executive Committee, which is the 
party's highest decision-making body.
Ramaphosa must be re-elected as the ANC leader 
in order to stand for re-election to a second term as 
South Africa's president in 2024.

Africanews with AFP 

 Opposition condemns ANC for shielding 
Ramaphosa against graft probe
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