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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

enya celebrated 59 years of independence 
from British colonial rule on Monday (Dec. 12).K

Kenya's fifth president, William Ruto, paid homage to 
those who helped free Kenya from British colonialism 
nearly six decades ago as heroic defenders of the 
country's "sovereignty".
Speaking in Nairobi, Ruto said independence had 
brought many achievements and much progress to 
the country.
"The sixth decade of our independence, we can 
proudly cite many achievements and impressive 
progress made through our own consistent efforts as 
evidence that our freedom struggle was neither an 
empty political adventure nor a reactionary born of idle 

resentment," he said.
"We gather as a nation to commune with our 
forefathers who were long suffering innocent victims 
of imperial plunder and colonial oppression, yet also 
heroic defenders of inalienable sovereignty and 
valiant fighters of our freedom," he added.
Ruto said Kenya was consistent in peacekeeping 
missions to ensure security and stability in Africa.
"We are proud of Kenya's consistent record of 
leadership to advance the cause of peace, cohesion , 
security and stability in our region. Under various 
regional and continental frameworks and with the 
support of international partners, we are deploying 
our position as a regional anchor state for the benefit 
of our neighbours and region," Ruto said.

n the Moroccan city of Sale, people are putting their 
worries about inflation and the high cost of living Iaside, in order to enjoy their country's World Cup 

semi-final tie against France on Wednesday.
Pressed by high food and fuel prices, thousands have 
held protests in recent weeks.
But the country's successes in Qatar appear to have 
calmed tensions.
"The Moroccan team has made us forget about our 
problems and the high cost of living. The average 
citizen suffers because he does not earn enough 
money to live, which creates a psychological complex. 
We celebrated in the streets (Morocco's victory), we 
have forgotten everything, we have forgotten all our 
problems and the high cost of living. We want them to 
ad vance in this competition," said Haj Mohamed 
Benzahra, a 60-year-old delivery worker.
"Despite the drought and soaring prices in Morocco, 
when it comes to football, we must celebrate with our 
team," added Mounir, a shopkeeper.
Hit by the pandemic and inflation, millions of 
Moroccans slid back into poverty, the government's 
high commission for planning said in a recent report.
The kingdom has responded by expanding medical 
coverage, with more than 10 million low-income 
citizens enrolling in recent weeks.

This is the first time Morocco is playing in a World Cup 
semi-final. 
Extra flights for fans
Morocco's national airline is laying on 30 extra return 
flights to jet euphoric fans to Qatar for Wednesday's 
historic World Cup semi-final against France.
"In order to allow the many Moroccans wanting to 
support the national team at its peak and experience 
the emotion of the World Cup semi-final, Royal Air 
Maroc has set up an air bridge between Casablanca 
and Doha," the firm said in a statement on Monday.
Morocco beat Cristiano Ronaldo's Portugal 1-0 on 
Saturday, becoming the first African or Arab team to 
qualify for a World Cup semi-final and sparking 
celebrations across the Arab world.
The North African kingdom's airline called it a "historic 
qualification" and said jumbo jets would operate the 
30 return flights leaving on Tuesday and Wednesday 
in time for the match.
Fans had earlier complained online of hiccups at an 
overcrowded airport in Casablanca, Morocco's 
economic capital, ahead of the Portugal clash.
Coach Walid Regragui, who took up the job just three 
months before the start of the tournament, has 
repeatedly called Moroccan supporters "the 12th 
member of the team".

any children in Senegal's Koranic schools face 
multiple abuses as well as financial exploitation Mthrough forced begging, Amnesty International 

charged Monday, as it urged Dakar to act forcefully to 
protect students.
In the Muslim-majority nation where religious leaders 
wield wide social and political influence, poor children 
have long been entrusted to Koranic schools, called 
daaras, for their education.
Amnesty said in a report that tens of thousands of 
students -- known as "talibes" -- "are forced to beg" as part 
of a system to bring teachers income.
They also suffer health problems such as malnutrition, 
skin diseases and often have "huge abscesses in their 
mouths" from unsanitary conditions and lack of care.
The students also "face abuses from some Koranic 
teachers and their assistants," the rights group said in the 
report.
Teachers told Amnesty that "shackling is a common 
practice, particularly for runaways, in order to prevent 
their escape.?"
Last January, a 10-year-old student died from his injuries 
in the central city of Touba's Lansar district after his 
teacher beat him for not having studied the day's lesson.
While there are no official statistics, estimates suggest 
there are more than 2,000 daaras with almost 200,000 
talibes.
"Some 25 percent of these are thought to be forced to 
beg," Amnesty said, quoting a so-called mapping 
exercise in 2018 by the NGO Global Solidarity Initiative 
(GSI).?
Amnesty said forced begging amounted to trafficking 

involving teachers and students not just from inside 
Senegal but also from neighbouring countries such as 
Gambia and Guinea-Bissau.
It said Senegal has passed its own laws and signed 
international conventions to protect children but "these 
regulations fail to be properly enforced due to social 
pressure."
A new draft law on the status of the daara that aims to 
incorporate the Koranic schools into the national 
education system faces tough opposition from some 
Koranic teachers who view it as "an anti-Islamic attack," 
Amnesty said.
"An important draft Children's Code also remains blocked 
due to pressure from conservative quarters," it added.?
"Faced with the suffering of many talibe children, we are 
calling on the authorities to take strong action by adopting 
the draft Children's Code and the law on the status of the 
'daara'," said
Seydi Gassama, executive director of Amnesty 
International's Senegal section.
?Authorities have in recent years launched several 
operations to rescue children from the streets, including 
students attending the schools.
Senegalese President Macky Sall held a meeting with 
influential Koranic teachers last month where some urged 
the release of "dozens" of colleagues jailed over claims 
they had abused students.
One case three years ago saw several detained for 
chaining up truants.
Sall has promised funding for Koranic schools as well as 
greater recognition for teachers with Arabic language 
qualifications.

uinea's former strongman Moussa Dadis 
Camara denied responsibility when he took Gthe stand Monday (Dec. 12) at a trial of former 

officials allegedly involved in a 2009 massacre.
Dressed in a garment of woven Burkina Faso cloth, 
Camara pleaded his innocence in front of a packed 
courtroom of several hundred people.
"If I'm here before you it's because of my patriotism 
otherwise I would not have agreed to come," he told 
the attendancee. 
Camara said he was sleeping during the early hours 
of the attack. Adding hew as eventually awoken at 11 
a.m. when he was then told that demonstrators had 
been killed.
The former captain in his fifties is one of 11 men 
charged for the Sept. 28, 2009 stadium attack in 
which security forces fired at unarmed demonstrators 

protesting the junta leader's plans to run for president.
The bloodbath killed 156 people and at least 109 
women were raped by pro-junta forces at the rally in 
Conakry.
Who's to take responsibility?
At the time, Camara had been in power for almost a 
year.
His deposition was a key moment, Proceedings in the 
trial were postponed until Monday from a week ago 
after Camara said he was too ill to give testimony.
He is charged with "personal criminal responsibility 
and command responsibility".
Human rights investigators interviewed witnesses 
and reported that Camara's aides were at the stadium 
and did nothing to stop the violence. Witnesses said 
that the presidential guard blocked the exits and then 
entered the stadium and opened fire.
As commander in chief at the time, rights groups say 
Camara has to take responsibility for what happened.
"They surely (acted) on this order. It is up to him to 
prove that he did not give the order and took the 
necessary measures to prevent the massacre," said 
Alseny Sall, communications officer for the Defense of 
Human Rights and Citizenship, a local rights group. 
"Simply saying that he is innocent is not enough, it 
must be motivated by clear and precise explanations," 
he said.
Camara is the 9th accused to testify with two people 
remaining. The trial is expected to last at least until the 
end of the month.
Meanwhile, families of the victims say they believe 
justice will prevail.
"Eventually the truth will be known," Aissatou Sow 
prayed. The 34-year-old's fiancee was killed during 
the attack. "I did not want him to go to the stadium that 
day. I said it is dangerous and he told me not to be 
afraid," she said.
Africanews with AFP 

Kenya celebrates 59th anniversary as a republic

Thousands of people gathered at Narirobi's Nyayo National Staidum to attend the military parade.  - 
 Copyright © africanewsCleared Twitter @WilliamsRuto, Kenya's 5th President of the Republic

World Cup success relieves inflation-hit Morocco

Pressed by high food and fuel prices, thousands have held protests in recent weeks. But the country's 
successes in Qatar appear to have calmed tensions  -  Copyright © africanews Luca Bruno/Copyright 

2022 The AP. All rights reserved

n invention by a young entrepreneur in 
South Africa is helping improve mobility for Awheelchair users. Ernest Mongezi Majenge 

is known as the wheelchair doctor. He refurbishes 
old wheelchairs and turns them into stair friendly, 
off-road transportation. It take Majenge 24 hours to 
put together all the parts needed for each mobility 
product.
“ The secret of the wheelchair are the wheels. The 

wheelchair has been there for years but we only 
changed the wheels which has star wheels. We 
can also transform it to have the normal circle 
wheels that you can use it on a flat surface. It is a 
two in one wheels.” said Ernest Mongezi Majenge, 
911 The Wheelchair Doctor
Majenge's off-road wheelchairs have already hit 
the international market with France being the first 
country to take in orders. In a years time, he hopes 

South African innovator manufactures off-road wheelchairs

Amnesty urges Senegal to tackle abuse in Koranic schools

Senegalese street children in Dakar  -  Copyright © africanews AFP

Guinea's ex-junta leader testifies about 
2009 massacre, pleads innocence

In this file photo taken on May 11, 2015 Guinea's 
former military ruler Captain Moussa Dadis Camara 

holds a press conference from his exile place in 
Ouagadougou.  -  Copyright © africanews AHMED 

OUOBA/AFP or licensors

to manufacture 10 000 wheelchairs.
“So far we have in a day we can manufacture four 
wheelchairs and it depended on the order we get 
since it is a new start-up company. On the ruby 
side, there were 5 that were sold in France and in 
South Africa there were only four.” he said.
While innovation in manufacturing wheelchairs is 
a step forward for promoting mobility, a hurdle for 
some manufactures and consumers is the price 
tag.
“Obviously we want strong durable wheelchairs 

but we don't want to pay the cost of them so we 
would like innovation to bring the cost down and 
when it comes to maintenance with whatever 
innovations come, it needs to be easy to maintain 
and parts must be interchangeable.” said Ari 
Seirlis, QuadPara Association Board member
In South Africa, wheelchairs can cost anything 
between 200 to over 10 000 US dollars. Innovators 
like Ernest Mongezi Majenge believe that there is a 
market for more affordable high quality 
wheelchairs.
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