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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

 Libyan man suspected of assembling and 
programming the bomb for the Lockerbie Abombing in Scotland that killed 270 people 

in December 1988 is in U.S. custody, U.S. 
authorities said Sunday.
A Justice Department spokesman confirmed in an 
email to AFP the arrest and detention of Abu Agila 
Mohammad Massoud, revealed earlier by the 
Scottish prosecution.
"He must appear before a court in the District of 
Columbia", that is to say, the capital Washington, 
said the spokesman, without indicating a date.
No details were given on the circumstances 
surrounding Mr Massoud's arrest.
According to the New York Times, he was arrested 
by the federal police (FBI) and is being extradited 
to the United States.
"The families of the victims of the Lockerbie 
bombing have learned that suspect Abu Agila 
Mohammad Massoud is in the custody of U.S. 
authorities," the Scottish prosecution service said 
earlier in a statement.
"The Scottish prosecution service and the police, 
in coordination with the U.S. government and U.S. 
colleagues, will continue to pursue this 
investigation with the sole aim of bringing to justice 
those who acted alongside al-Megrahi," the only 
person convicted in this case, it added.
In their own statement on Sunday, the families of 
the victims welcomed the arrest, calling it an 
"important step" in their quest for justice and saying 
they "look forward to the trial.
The attack had targeted a transatlantic flight from 
London to New York. The plane, a Pan Am Boeing 
747, exploded on December 21, 1988, over the 
Scottish village of Lockerbie, killing all 259 
passengers and crew and 11 people on the 
ground.
Only one person was convicted for this attack: the 
Libyan Abdelbaset Ali Mohamed al-Megrahi, who 
died in 2012. He had always claimed his 
innocence.
Released on August 20, 2009, by the Scottish 
justice, because of terminal cancer, he had 

received a triumphal welcome on his return to 
Tripoli, causing controversy in Britain, accused of 
having acted to preserve an oil contract with Libya.

In December 2020, 32 years after the tragedy, the 
U.S. justice announced to prosecute Abu Agila 
Mohammad Massoud, a former member of the 
intelligence services of Muammar Gaddafi and at 
the time detained in Libya, accusing him of having 
made the bomb.
The Lockerbie bombing was the deadliest attack 
ever committed on the territory of the United 
Kingdom, but also the second deadliest against 
Americans (190 dead) after the attacks of 
September 11, 2001.
The regime of Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi 
officially acknowledged its responsibility for the 
Lockerbie bombing in 2003 and paid 2.7 billion 
dollars in compensation to the families of the 
victims.
The investigation was re-launched in 2016 when 
the U.S. justice system learned that Mr. Massoud 
had been arrested after the fall of the dictator and 
had allegedly made a confession to the 
intelligence services of the new Libyan regime in 
2012.
Last year, the Scottish court rejected an appeal by 
al-Megrahi's family, ruling that there was "no 
miscarriage of justice."
The court also rejected the defence of the 
convicted man's family, which argued that 
documents related to the case, which the British 
authorities refuse to declassify, could have led to a 
different verdict.
These documents would have implicated Iran, in 
retaliation for an Iranian civilian plane shot down 
by a U.S. missile in July 1988 killing 290 people.
The lawyer for the al-Megrahi family, Aamer 
Anwar, for his part, denounced once again, in a 
statement, a "miscarriage of justice" aimed at his 
client and said he was "examining what these 
developments mean in terms of a potential new 
appeal.

- Gaddafi's regime -

t has been proven that SGBV does not just 
threaten the lives and the future of the victims, it Ialso hinders the development of the country as 

a whole.
In the mining sector of Rwanda, a male-dominated 
sector, there have been numerous cases of 
discrimination and sexual harassment subjected 
women especially widows and single mothers. 
Undergraduates in desperate need of jobs have 
been put in positions where they have had to give 
sexual favours to mining managers with hopes of 
getting jobs in return.
In the past, I have experienced sexual harassment 
in the mines but I was afraid to report it to anyone, I 
wanted to keep my job, it is difficult to get another 
job, I know many other women going through the 
same struggle, Winnie Kayitesi, an employee in 
the Mines said.
Globally, mines have created a hyper-masculinity 
sub-culture which has made the mining work 
environment unfavourable for women. SGVB are 
often carried out by fellow employees but are 

effectively allowed to continue unchecked due to 
inadequate workplace protections or outright 
refusal to recognise SGBV as a workplace issue. 
Aline Providence a SGBV activist says more 
channels for reporting sgbv cases should be put in 
place.
Before getting jobs, women have to give 
something, not only sex but sometimes they have 
to pay a given percentage of money to be part of 
the group because it is said that women are weak 
and they cannot contribute as much as men, Aline 
Providence, SGBV Activist said.
For every company, there has to be a suggestion 
box that women can use to report, having the 
suggestion boxes will help them to report what is 
happening underground in the mines.
Over 1035 people work in these mining fields, and 
185 of them are women. The government of 
Rwanda has set up policies of zero tolerance for 
gender-based violence, sexual harassment, and 
sexual exploitation.

he body of a Zambian student who died while 
fighting in Ukraine after he was recruited in a TRussian jail arrived home in a makeshift coffin 

Sunday.
AFP journalists saw a white, glass-panelled hearse 
adorned with small curtains affording a partial view of the 
container holding the body arrive on the tarmac at Lusaka 
airport, where grieving relatives gathered.
On the coffin was a code written in black marker pen along 
with letters in the Cyrillic alphabet, betraying its 
provenance.
Zambia demanded an urgent explanation from Moscow 
last month over the death of Lemekhani Nathan Nyirenda 
in September while fighting on the Russian side in 
Ukraine, where he ended up after his spell in prison.
The 23-year-old had been studying nuclear engineering 
at Moscow Engineering Physics Institute but was handed 

a nine-and-a-half year jail term in April 2020 over a drugs 
offence.
Two weeks after Zambia's demand for information, 
Russia's Wagner paramilitary group admitted it had 
recruited him for Moscow's "special operation" in Ukraine, 
adding he had voluntarily joined up before dying "a hero".
Russian law allows for a prisoner to be pardoned 
specifically for a "special military operation", Zambian 
Foreign Minister Stanley Kakubo said earlier this month.
Tearful relatives, including the student's parents and 
brother, were on hand at the airport, clasping each other 
as a choir led those present in religious chants.
The family declined to comment to media. A family 
spokesman said the body was to be transferred to a 
morgue for an autopsy with a burial date to follow.
Kakubo said Friday the issue of compensation to the 
family over the death would be discussed "in due course".

itting in a small courtyard in Goma, eastern DR 
Congo, a 55-year-old Tutsi woman joked darkly Sthat she would be killed if she spoke under her real 

name.
She fled to the city last week after a militia leader known 
as General Janvier, an opponent of the Tutsi-led M23 
rebel group, arrived in her town of Kitschanga.
"We saw children with machetes and guns saying they'd 
come to kill the Tutsis," said the woman, in a poor Goma 
neighbourhood of clapboard houses on the Rwandan 
border.
The M23 has advanced across North Kivu province in 
recent weeks, winning victories over the army as well as 
other militias and forcing hundreds of thousands to flee in 
its wake.
The Democratic Republic of Congo accuses its smaller 
neighbour Rwanda of backing the M23, something UN 
experts and US officials agree with - although Kigali 
denies it.
Knife-edge tensions have escalated pressure on 
Congolese Tutsis, whose history is contested in the 
central African nation.
Many assume that Tutsis support the M23, for example, 
or perceive them as Rwandan implants rather than native 
Congolese.
The government in Kinshasa has repeatedly argued 
against tribalism and stressed that the Rwandan 
government alone is to blame for the M23 crisis.
 But the reality in the east of the country, about a thousand 
miles (1,600 kilometres) from the capital, is often 
different.
AFP interviewed six Congolese Tutsis who had recently 
arrived in Goma, mostly from Kitschanga in North Kivu's 
Masisi territory.
Five said they had fled death threats from militias.
"It hurts me," said the 55-year-old Tutsi woman, who 
explained that all her relatives were Congolese but her 
children were accused of being Rwandans at school.
"Our children ask us: What's Rwanda?"
Cut off your nose
The sense of injustice is widely shared. A 36-year-old 
Tutsi mother of two, who'd also recently fled to Goma, told 
AFP she wanted the same rights as everyone else.
She fiddled nervously with her wedding ring as she 
described why she left Kitschanga. "Militiamen notice 
your nose and threaten to cut it off with a knife," she said.
Tutsis are often stereotyped as having straight noses.
The woman - speaking in the Kinyarwanda language 

native to Rwandans as well as many Congolese Tutsis 
and Hutus - said militiamen also looted her home after she 
fled.
 "They say every Tutsi is an M23," she said. "It's terrible."
The M23 first leapt to international prominence in 2012 
when it captured Goma, before being driven out and going 
to ground.
But the rebels took up arms again late last year, claiming 
the DRC had failed to honour a pledge to integrate them 
into the army.
They've since seized swaths of territory and come within 
about 20 miles (12 kilometres) of Goma, a key hub of over 
a million people.
The M23 advance has also driven a wave of virulent anti-
Tutsi hate speech on social media, with calls for them to 
depart for Rwanda and worse.
Emmanuel Runigi Kamanzi, the president of a North Kivu 
livestock farmers' association, said his Tutsi ancestors 
arrived in the region in the middle ages.
"This is our home," he added, decrying extremist attitudes 
fanned by Mai-Mai militias and so-called Nyatura armed 
groups that claim to represent Congolese Hutus.
Nyatura means "those who strike mercilessly" in 
Kinyarwanda.
'Uproot us'
In public statements, the M23 has frequently accused 
other armed groups as well as government forces of 
targeting Tutsis.
But Lieutenant-Colonel Guillaume Ndjike, the Congolese 
army spokesman in North Kivu, said soldiers have not 
attacked Tutsis and that the allegations are "excuses put 
forward by the Rwandan army".
M23 fighters have themselves committed alleged 
atrocities.
The rebels killed 131 civilians and raped 27 women and 
girls in two neighbouring villages in late November, 
according to a preliminary UN probe.
Congolese Tutsi leaders have also condemned the M23.
David Karambi, the president of a North Kivu Tutsi 
association, told reporters in December that recent 
massacres could not even be "committed by animals," for 
example.
Many Congolese Tutsis interviewed by AFP said they felt 
unfairly blamed, and in danger.
In a Goma district where many Tutsis recently fled, a 27-
year-old woman said Mai-Mai and Nyatura members had 
threatened "to kill us as they did to Tutsis in Rwanda".
"This war, it's to uproot us," she said, eyes downcast.
Africanews with AFP 

Lockerbie bombing suspect 
is now in US custody

A police officer walks by the nose of Pan Am Flight 103 in a field near the town of...  -  
Copyright © africanews Martin Cleaver/AP

 Sexual and gender based violence 
in Rwanda's mining sector

Body of Zambian student killed in 
Ukraine fighting for Russia repatriated

Relatives look at a hearse carrying the remains of Zambian student Lemekhani
Nyireda at the Kenneth Kaunda International Airport in Lusaka on December 11, 2022 

DR Congo Tutsis face threats, prejudice amid rebel crisis

The M23 advance has also driven a wave of virulent anti-Tutsi hate speech on social media, with 
calls for them to depart for Rwanda and worse  -  Copyright © africanews Jerome Delay/
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