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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

he people of Kibati, in the North Kivu region 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo, have Tbeen celebrating after roads reopened, 

following weeks of harsh controls from a rebel 
group.
Kibati, near the town of Rutshuru , was one of the 
many areas that fell under the control of the M23 
armed group.
Fighting has continued between the rebels and a 
coalition of armed civilian protection militia, which 
have been battling each other in eastern Congo for 
more than a year, since M23 rebels resurfaced 
after being dormant for nearly a decade.
On Wednesday connections between Rutshuru 
and Goma were reopened, allowing trucks packed 
with products and people stuck in the region to 
return home.
"I feel very happy, I have just left Kiwanja. I spent 
two months there. I had left my children and my 
husband. It is a great joy to find them again at my 
home in Goma,” said Safi Akunatiya as she 

travelled with others on the back of a truck.
The occupied towns were subjected not only to 
violence but also widespread hunger, according to 
many who had left the area.
"We were living in pain, my brother. There is 
famine and also we were very badly treated," truck 
driver Amani Safari said..
"Children don't study anymore, and people are at 
risk of dying because of the famine. Because the 
beans, the corn are in the fields but no one is there 
to harvest it and no one can come and buy them," 
he added.
The UN reported on Thursday that rebels in 
eastern Congo had killed at least 131 people and 
inflicted “unspeakable violence” against civilians.
The M23 rebel group killed men, women and 
children in two villages in Rutshuru territory last 
month, according to a preliminary investigation by 
the United Nations Joint Human Rights Office in 
Congo and MONUSCO, the UN peacekeeping 
mission in the country.

he government in Burkina Faso has granted 
a licence to a Russian mining company, TNorgold, to operate a new gold mine.

The operating permit is for a period of four years in 
an area situated in the northern central region.
The Russian company already operates three gold 
mines in the north of the country.
Both sites have been plagued by jihadist violence 
since , perpetrated by movements affiliated 
with  and the  group.
Burkina Faso's  industrial mines produce around 
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 tonnes of gold per year. 
 production has replaced  as the 

leading export product.
 enjoys growing popular support in 

 while , the former colonial 
power, is vilified.
Since the September 30th coup that brought 

 to power, Burkinabes have 
repeatedly demonstrated waving flags of , 
a country with which they want their new leaders to 
intensify relations.

n 18-year-old university student is the 
incoming mayor of a small town in the Anortheast of the U.S. state of Arkansas.

U.S. media outlets including Little Rock, Arkansas, TV 
station KATV reported Jaylen Smith won a runoff 
election on Tuesday to become the mayor of Earle.
Jaylen Smith, was elected mayor, winning 235 votes 
to Nemi Matthews' 183, according to complete but 
unofficial results.
The university student graduated from Earle High 

School in May.
He told KATV that his involvement with the school's 
student government inspired him to run for office.
"People are crying out for change, and I want to be the 
change to move Earle forward," he said.
Smith also admitted that his age made it difficult for 
some voters to take him seriously.
"But I've always told people you have to start 
somewhere in life," he said.
Smith campaigned on improving public safety and 
bringing new businesses, including a grocery store, to 
the city of about 1,800 people 25 miles (40 kilometers) 
northwest of Memphis, Tennessee. 
Cymone Poole says she voted for Smith. She told 
KATV that Smith impressed her, despite his youth.
"It's just in him. You know, the way he walks, he talks, 
he dressed. You know, it's just in him to lead."
He's among the youngest mayors elected in the 
United States and would be the youngest member of 
the African American Mayors Association. 
Phyllis Dickerson, chief executive officer of the 
association, told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette that 
the association's current youngest member is 
Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb, who is 35.
Smith is among a handful of people elected mayor 
before turning 20, including Michael Sessions, who 
was elected mayor of Hillsdale, Michigan, in 2005 
when he was 18; and John Tyler Hammons, who was 
elected mayor of Muskogee, Oklahoma, in 2008 when 
he was 19.
According to KATV, Smith is set to be sworn in on New 
Year's Day, and serve a four-year term.

he South African government has introduced a 
plan to decriminalize prostitution, hoping to Tcombat the growing violence against women.

The offer and use of sexual services will no longer be 
treated as a crime, according to the legislation 
presented by the Justice Department.
According to associations, the country has about 
150,000 prostitutes.
"It is hoped that decriminalization will reduce human 
rights violations against sex workers," Justice 
Minister Ronald Lamola said at a press briefing on 
Friday ( December 9).
"It would also allow for better access to care and 
protection for sex workers, better working conditions 
and less discrimination and stigma," he continued.
South Africa, one of the countries with the world's 
largest HIV epidemic, has been hit by a wave of 
violence against women.
According to police figures released in November, the 
number of rapes and sexual assaults increased by 
13% between 2017-2018 and 2021-2022. A rape is 
reported to the police every 12 minutes, not counting 
all those that are never reported.
Murders of women jumped 52% in the first three 
months of the year compared to the same period last 
year, according to South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa.
"If sex workers are no longer labelled as criminals, 
they will be able to work much better with the police to 
combat violence," wrote the prostitutes' rights group 
SWEAT on Facebook, hailing the bill as "incredible 
news."
Some recent incidents have shocked the nation, 
including a crime spree that included the gang rape of 
eight women in July and the discovery of half a dozen 
bodies, some believed to be missing prostitutes, in a 
Johannesburg building in October.
South Africa's post-apartheid constitution is one of the 

most liberal in the world, allowing progressive laws on 
abortion and gay marriage, but sex workers have long 
suffered from stigma.
President Cyril Ramaphosa recently ruled that 
gender-based violence should be considered the 
main "pandemic" affecting the country, as not a day 
goes by without new "horrific" crimes being reported 
in the media.
The bill, which has been released for public 
consultation, deals only with decriminalization and 
does not regulate the sex industry, which the justice 
minister said would be addressed at a later date.
Parliament must then approve the bill, a process that 
will take several months.

 Travellers welcome reopening of roads in DR Congo

rench and Senegalese ministers sign 
agreements on Thursday focused on youth Fdevelopment in an effort to strengthen 

cooperation between the two countries.
This happened as the two countries held an 
intergovernmental seminar in Champs-sur-Marne, 
just outside of Paris on Thursday to discuss 
several issues at hand.
Dozens of other agreements were met as the two 
countries outlined major steps on their 
implementation.
The road-map will address issues of education, 
sport and culture, economic development, 

France and Senegal sign agreements 
to strengthen cooperation

sustainable agriculture, and also defence and 
security, as Senegal borders a Sahelian zone 
affected by terrorism, and migration, when France 
plans to reform its policy in this area.
The last Franco-Senegalese seminar was held in 
2019 in Dakar, before the cycle was interrupted by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.
France is the leading investor in Senegal and its 
largest trading partner.
In terms of development aid, the French 
Development Agency (AFD) has committed nearly 
2.2 billion dollars in Senegal since 2007, all 
financial products and sectors combined. 

French Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne (3rd R) and her Senegalese counterpart Amadou 
Ba (2nd L) meet as part of a French-Senegalese inter-governmental seminary in France  -  
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Burkina Faso grants permit for new gold mine

Clandestine gold mining in Burkina Faso  -  Copyright © africanews AHMED OUOBA/AFP

18-year-old Jaylen Smith elected mayor in U.S.A

Jaylen Smith has been elected the mayor of Earle  -  
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South Africa to decriminalize prostitution

Prostitutes stand walk on the street in Benin City, 
capital of Edo State, southern Nigeria, on ...  -  
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hana's Finance Minister Kenneth Ofori-
Atta escaped a vote of no confidence in Gparliament Thursday (November 8) after 

ruling party lawmakers pulled out of a vote on his 
handling of the country's economic crisis.
President Nana Akufo-Addo's government is 
currently under pressure as it negotiates up to $3 
billion in bailout loans from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).
Opposition lawmakers in parliament - divided 
between the ruling New Patriotic Party (NPP) and 

the National Democratic Congress (NDC) - were 
seeking to oust the finance minister over a series 
of allegations.
According to House Speaker Alban Bagbin, the 
opposition minority voted 136 votes in favour of 
censure on Thursday, meaning it did not reach the 
two-thirds majority required to oust the minister.
Majority NPP lawmakers had walked out before 
the vote.
President Akufo-Addo has called on Ghanaians to 
support his efforts to manage the crisis as inflation 
has reached 40% and the national currency, the 
cedi, has devalued by more than 50% against the 
dollar.
Ghana is a major producer of cocoa and gold and 
has oil and gas reserves, but its debt service 
payments have soared. And like the rest of sub-
Saharan Africa, it has been hit hard by the 
consequences of the global pandemic and the war 
in Ukraine.
An IMF team is currently in Ghana negotiating the 
terms of a loan agreement.
Opposition lawmakers had questioned the finance 
minister over allegations of misappropriation of 
public funds and "alarming incompetence and 
ineptitude that led to the collapse of the Ghanaian 
economy.
Last month the minister denied any wrongdoing in 
parliament, but he also apologized to Ghanaians 
for the hardships they were facing.
The president has the final say in removing a 
minister from office.
Last month, Akufo-Addo fired Finance Secretary 
Charles Adu Boahen after allegations of 
corruption.
Africanews with AFP 

Ghana's Finance Minister escapes vote of no confidence

Ghana's Finance Minister Ken Ofori-Atta speaks
 during the G-24 news conference at ...  -  
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