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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

Cynicism" of TotalEnergies or "obstinacy" of NGOs? 
The French group was summoned before the Paris “court on Wednesday by six NGOs who accuse it of 

failing in its "duty of vigilance" on a mega oil project in 
Uganda and Tanzania.
Friends of the Earth, Survival and four Ugandan NGOs 
accuse TotalEnergies of carrying out this project in 
defiance of human rights and the environment and call on 
the group to respect a law passed in 2017 which imposes 
on multinationals a "duty of vigilance" on their activities 
around the world.
This legislation obliges them in particular to "prevent 
serious violations of human rights, the health and safety of 
people and the environment" through a "vigilance plan".
The hearing at the heart of this case, the first brought to 
justice since the law was voted in 2017, was held before 
many associative and political actors. It arrives three 
years late due to a procedural battle lost by TotalEnergies.
The six NGOs have in their sights two colossal sites of the 
group: "Tilenga", a drilling of 419 wells in Uganda partly 
located in a natural park, and the EACOP project (East 
African Crude Oil Pipeline) intended to transport 
hydrocarbons to to the Indian Ocean crossing Tanzania 
over 1,445 km.
The active phase of the works began in February and the 
commissioning of the project is scheduled for 2025.
"118,000 expropriations"
During this first hearing, Louis Cofflard, the lawyer for the 
NGOs, regretted that TotalEnergies had not taken 
advantage of the three years of proceedings to "commit to 
and comply with its obligations", seeing it as "a certain 
form of cynicism".
He was particularly sorry not to find in the vigilance plan of 
TotalEnergies "the environmental risks and the climatic 
impacts linked to the project".
Céline Gagey, lawyer for Survie, went further by listing the 
opposition to the project and several figures.
Some "118,000 partial expropriations are necessary for 
this project", she assures, but the populations to be 
compensated, often small farmers, are "deprived of the 
right to work their land before having received the slightest 
compensation".
In total, 28,000 people are still waiting for compensation 

and "TotalEnergies is taking no action to prevent 
thousands of farmers from being deprived of the right to 
use their land", she continues.
"We have very concrete requests for the distribution of 
food to people deprived of their means of subsistence, for 
the revision of compensation rates, for consultation of 
those affected", detailed after the hearing Juliette 
Renaud, of Friends of the Earth.
- "Shame for them" -
Opposite, the lawyer for TotalEnergies, Antonin Lévy, 
assures that he "could have spent five hours denouncing" 
what he considers to be untruths but prefers to focus on 
"the inadmissibility" of the NGO request. .
Among other reasons, he notes that the summons 
launched in 2019 was aimed at the vigilance plan of 2018, 
which has since evolved, and that the judge in chambers 
cannot take extra-territorial measures. The project, 
recalls Me Lévy, is led by TotalEnergies Uganda, a 
subsidiary of the French group.
The NGOs actually want to bring "the trial of 
TotalEnergies, Tilenga and EACOP, Tanzania, Uganda 
and their leaders", asserts the lawyer, denouncing "this 
obstinacy to be (...) the one who may set a precedent, to 
the detriment of the populations concerned".
What to fulminate the French MEP Pierre Larrouturou 
(S&D, left), present at the hearing: "I found that the 
lawyers of Total made fun of the world". And to cite the 
example of a Ugandan met on the spot. "He told us: + they 
forced me to sign and gave me 6 million shillings, but I 
would need 12 million to have the same surface +. We did 
the calculation, what this gentleman is missing and his 
family, it's 1,600 euros (...) I'm ashamed for them".
After the hearing, TotalEnergies assured AFP that its 
"vigilance plan clearly identified the risks responding to 
the concerns of NGOs" and that it was "effectively 
implemented", the group having "ensured that its 
subsidiary in Uganda had applied the appropriate action 
plans".
The group also assures that, according to independent 
figures from October, 92% of compensation agreements 
had been signed and 88% of compensation paid on the 
Tilenga project in Uganda.
Deliberation expected on February 28.

he Ghana Armed forces has arrested a man 
posing as a senior military officer at the forces Tbase in Burma Camp located in the capital city, 

Accra.
The suspect identified as Rufai Abubakar was 
arrested after trying to access a military installation 
using forged credentials.

“The suspect who entered Burma Camp in a 
commercial vehicle was closely monitored as he 
alighted at a bus stop and headed to the Air Force 
Base. The guards on duty noticed his suspicious 
behaviour, questioned him and after some incoherent 
answers, he confessed he was not service 
personnel”, a press release by the Ghana Armed 

he train pulled out of Dire Dawa station with a creak 
and disappeared into the pre-dawn gloom, the Tlights that once illuminated its decades-old 

carriages having stopped working long ago.
Over a century after the French laid a railroad in eastern 
Ethiopia, the old track remains indispensable for trade 
and transport, even with the recent arrival of a modern, 
Chinese-built line.
Twice a week, passengers and cargo pile into carriages 
dating from 1955 to make the 12-hour, 200-kilometre 
(125-mile) journey by diesel locomotive from Dire Dawa 
to Dewele, on the border of Djibouti.
There, they trade vegetables and khat -- a mildly narcotic 
shrub -- for food and other items.
"We use it as transport," said a young shopkeeper who 
declined to give her name, and said she exchanged 
goods for rice, sugar, pasta, spices, tomato sauce and oil.
The journey today spans the only functioning part of the 
original 784-kilometre line, which once ran between Addis 
Ababa, the capital of landlocked Ethiopia, and Djibouti 
City on the Gulf of Aden.
Since 2016, a modern, electrified railway line built by 
China connects the two capitals in anywhere between 12 
hours and 18 hours.
But in Dire Dawa, which was built by the French to 
accommodate rail workers with the advent of the "Franco-
Ethiopian Railway", the "Chinese train" as it is locally 
known does not suit everyone.
- 'A blessing' -
Stops along the Chinese line are outside city lines, and 
the ticket price is higher.
Crucially, it only makes three stops between Dire Dawa 
and Dewele, compared to eight along the French line.
"The (Chinese) train doesn't stop at any station near us," 
said the young shopkeeper.
"The railway was built along small towns and districts, and 
people settled near the stations," said Mulugeta Kebede, 
70, a driver on the old train for four decades.
"There are places that cars can't go, and the only means 
of transportation is the train."
Ismail Khayad, deputy general manager of the 'Dire 
Dawa-Dewele Railway', said the new route did not service 
the region in the same way the French-built line did.
"People say the old railway is a blessing; the other one 
is... useless for us," he said.
People have come to depend on the train as a bringer of 
food and other essentials, said Ayoub Asofa, 62, who 
mans the first stop after Dire Dawa, a shack about 10 
kilometres from the city.
"This train is tied to the existence of the people," he said.
"It will affect people's daily lives if this train stops."
- Slow decline -
Nostalgia and bitterness is evident among the railway 
workers of Dire Dawa, a pretty town with tree-shaded 
streets.

At the old train station, signs in Amharic and French -- a 
language still spoken by some of the older railway workers 
-- are a reminder of its storied past.
Ordered by Emperor Menelik, work on the line began in 
1897 in modern-day Djibouti, then a French colony. The 
line reached Dire Dawa, 311 kilometres to the south, by 
Christmas 1902, and Addis Ababa by the summer of 1917.
Sitting at an economic crossroads, Dire Dawa was for a 
long time Ethiopia's second-most populated city.
"It was the railroad that founded this city," said Ismail.
But the railway went into decline in the 1970s with the rise 
of road transport and greater access to the sea via Eritrea, 
then part of Ethiopia.
Neglect, frequent derailments and a plodding pace saw 
the line fall into disuse. The Addis-Dire Dawa line was 
abandoned in the early 2000s, followed by the Djibouti leg.
Just 300 of its 2,500 employees remain, and the luxury 
sleeping cars that once ferried guests in style now lie 
rusting by the station.
The city, too, has deteriorated economically and socially 
over the years, said Ismail, who accused the Ethiopian 
government of having "abandoned" the railroad and its 
workers.
- Century-old trade -
To keep these historic trains running, the original rail 
workshops are kept operational, manned by a few dozen 
technicians.
Some of the machinery is as old as the railroad itself.
"Elwell&Seyrig, Plaine St-Denis, 1903", reads a steel 
plate on a particularly vintage machine operated by 
veteran technician Belay Mulu, who switches it on to prove 
it still works.
Today he relies on a newer model, but all parts are 
repaired and repurposed on site because they don't buy 
spares, the 53-year-old said.
"We don't have much work now, because there's not much 
traffic," says Berhanou Bekele, 60, who heads the "Towed 
Equipment Repair" department at the station.
Beyond keeping trains on the tracks, these workshops are 
a crucial service for the region, their tradesmen turning 
their skills to repairing equipment at hospitals and 
factories.
"There is no workshop like it" within 500 kilometres, said 
Woubest Arefe, who relies on technicians at the railyard to 
build crucial parts for the detergent factory he manages.
"If it's not here, either we have to bring it from China, which 
is very costly... otherwise we have to go to Addis Ababa," 
he said, adding that would increase the overall cost.
The railway workers refuse to let their century-old know-
how disappear.
"We have received it from our elders and we need to pass 
it to the next generation to preserve it," said Ahmed 
Abdallah, a 53-year-old train driver. "People get old, but 
knowledge never gets old.”

he UN Humanitarian coordinator for 
Somalia warned on Tuesday of a T"catastrophic emergency" in the country 

due to the ongoing drought.
Speaking on Tuesday at a joint meeting between 
the UN and the League of Arab States, the 
coordinator said Somalia was suffering from its 
fifth consecutive failed rainy season.
“The end to the emergency is nowhere in sight. As 
we gather here today, approximately 7.8 million 
Somalis, and that is nearly half of its population, 
have been affected by the drought and nearly 1.3 
million people have been displaced since January 
2021, 6.7 million people are expected to face high 
levels of acute food insecurity. That is by the end of 
this coming year", said Adam Abdelmoula, UN 

Total, NGOs in court over oil 
projects in Uganda and Tanzania

100-year-old Ethiopia's French-built 
railway remains vital for residents

A train operator assistant looks on at the old Franco-Ethiopian train station in Dire Dawa, Ethiopia, 
on October 24, 2022.  -  Copyright © africanews AMANUEL SILESHI/AFP or licensors

Fake soldier arrested in Ghana, 
attempting to access military installation

Ghanaian soldiers load the ...  -  Copyright © africanews Sunday Alamba/Copyright 2018 The AP. All rights reserved.

Forces on Wednesday, December 7, 2022 read.
Details of the statement also has it that the suspect 
“…posed as a Senior Military Officer to enable him to 
defraud one Mr Abdallah Abdul Fatahu from whom he 
had collected an amount of three thousand Ghana 
Cedis (GH3,000.00) ($230) under the pretext of 
recruiting him into the Ghana Armed Forces.
“The suspect who was dressed in a military 
camouflage uniform, decorated with fake Lieutenant 
Colonel ranks, claimed he was stationed at Northern 
Command Headquarters and was proceeding to the 
Air Force Base to book a flight to Tamale (Northern 
region),” the press release stated.

It added that fake military identification and business 
cards and other documents bearing his name were 
found on the suspect at the time of his arrest.
Rufai Abubakar took the Military Police officers to two 
residences where they discovered documents 
including several certificates and fake GAF 
recruitment reports bearing names of defrauded 
persons, military uniforms and a toy pistol.
The suspect, according to the GFA has since been 
handed over to the Criminal Investigations Directorate 
(CID) of the Ghana Police Service for further 
investigation and prosecution.

Humanitarian coordinator for Somalia.
The Arab League secretary-general stressed the 
risks for the security situation in the country.
"Statistics indicate that the numbers of people 
who are living in pre-famine or near famine 
conditions in Somalia have increased five times 
since the beginning of the year and internal 
displacement is still ongoing. the conflict for 
scarce resources is dangerously affecting peace 
and security for society and the political situation 
in Somalia", said Arab League Secretary-General, 
Ahmed Aboul 
Nearly half of Somalia's 15 million people are 
affected by food insecurity. 
Since January 2021 that 1,3 million people have 
been forced to abandon their homes.
Africanews with AFP 

Gheit.

UN warns of "catastrophic emergency" in Somalia
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