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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

ermany is becoming a key destination for 
disillusioned young Tunisians.G

Europe's biggest economy, with its low birth rate, is 
crying out for labour, and many Tunisians, exhausted 
by years of economic crisis, see an opportunity for a 
legal path to emigration.
Numbers are small but rising fast. Germany granted 
5,474 work permits to Tunisians from January to 
October -- up from 4,462 in the whole of last year.
The trend has been stimulated by the fact Germany 
has no quota restrictions for countries of origin and 
increasingly recognises foreign diplomas.
Germany "has a huge need for workers, not just in the 
health and IT sectors but also in hospitality, building, 
laying fibre-optic cables or driving heavy goods 
vehicles," said Narjess Rahmani, a Berlin-based 
Tunisian who heads the immigration agency "Get In 
Germany".
Some employers offer contracts to help ease the visa 
process and even pay for six months of language 
tuition to help their future workers.
Yeft Benazzouz, who runs a language school in 
Tunis, said demand for German classes has risen 
sharply since 2020.
"Before, I had groups of one or two people," he said. 
"Now it's gone up to six or seven."
Yeft also teaches basic German cultural norms, 
including the line of advice that "puenktlich ist schon 
spaet" -- "being on time is already late".
Biting inflation and few jobs
Tunisia's history as a French colony means its people 
are used to foreign languages, Rahmani said. "We 
are also very open to other cultures, through tourism 
and the cultural mix throughout our history."
The language school's students are often highly 
qualified, thanks to one of the Arab world's most 
reputable education systems, but cursed by 
unemployment affecting 30 percent among young 
graduates.
Hydraulic engineer Nermine Madssia, 25, who wears 
a hijab, said she had chosen Germany over France, 
citing Islamophobia.
She said she hoped to get "respect, consideration 
and a decent salary", in contrast to Tunisia where the 
average pay is just 1,000 dinars (around 300 euros 
and dollars) per month.
Even highly sought-after IT technicians can expect to 

earn a maximum of 2,000 dinars early in their 
careers.
Like many who hope to leave Tunisia, Nermine has 
had help from her parents in financing German 
lessons and the visa application.
"With the increase in the cost of living, a salary isn't 
enough to start and support a family," she said.
Inflation topped 9.0 percent year-on-year in October 
and Tunisia has endured years of economic crisis, 
pre-dating even the 2011 revolution that toppled 
dictator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali.
With sluggish growth, vast public debt and many 
sectors closed off to new entrants, jobs are sparse, 
exacerbated by the Covid pandemic and fallout from 
the Ukraine war.
Dangerous sea crossings
President Kais Saied's 2021 power grab, which has 
placed Tunisia's decade-long democratic transition 
in doubt, has done little to improve economic 
confidence.
One in every two young people wants to leave, says 
the Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social Rights 
group.
Some leave legally -- including more than 40,000 
engineers and 3,300 doctors in the past five years -- 
while many thousands more attempt dangerous 
journeys to Italy in makeshift boats, some drowning 
on the way.
Among the legal departees is Elyes Jelassi, 28, who 
packed a bottle of olive oil and some spices into his 
suitcase as he prepared for Germany.
When his family gathered in the town of Korba to wish 
him goodbye, he said he had never wanted to leave.
But "after three years of studies and internships in 
several hospitals, I decided not to make a career in 
Tunisia," he said.
Jelassi already has a job contract as a senior nurse in 
the German city of Wiesbaden, with free 
accommodation for the first six months.
"Our hospitals suffer from a lack of equipment, which 
causes conflict with patients," he said. "It's really 
stressful."
He chose Germany over Canada, France or the Gulf 
because he already has friends there and will easily 
be able to further his studies. But he probably won't 
stay there forever.
"I'd like to come back when I'm 50," he said.

enegal's opposition leader was questioned 
Tuesday in a Dakar court hearing over rape Saccusations, lawyers told local media, in a 

closely followed case.
Ousmane Sonko -- who came third in Senegal's 

presidential election in 2019 -- has enjoyed a rapid 
political rise thanks in part to his popularity with 
young people and has declared himself a 
candidate for the 2024 elections.
However, he has also suffered legal troubles. Most 

 DRC's Justice minister Rose Mutombo took part 
Tuesday (Dec. 6) in the 21st session of the 
Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court (ICC).
During the meeting in the Hague, Netherlands, 
Mutombo called on the prosecutor of the ICC to 
investigate alleged massacres in Kishishe last 
week.
"While we are in this room, part of the eastern 
territory of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
my country, in the provinces of Ituri and North Kivu, 
is the scene of crimes against humanity, war 
crimes, crimes of genocide and crimes of 
aggression which cause thousands of deaths as 
well as cases of sexual violence against women 
and girls in particular, not to mention the massive 
displacement of populations," the minister said.
According to the ACP, the Congolese state-owned 
news agency, Rose Mutombo pointed to the ADF 
terrorist groups from "Uganda" and the M23 
backed by "Rwanda", as perpetrators of these 
crimes.
The Congolese government accuses M23 rebels 

to have raided the Kishishe village located about 
70 kilometers from Goma and killed over 200 
people.
There was no immediate corroboration of that 
government figure or the new toll of at least 270 
dead due to insecurity in the area but Muyaya said 
the information had come from local civil society 
groups.
Government spokesman Patrick Muyaya said 
Monday an official inquiry would be opened into the 
attack which broke a cease-fire agreement 
brokered last month.
The M23 rose to prominence a decade ago when 
its fighters seized the largest city in in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo's eastern region, 
bordering Rwanda.
After a deal with the government, fighting with this 
rebel group stopped. Still, other active rebel 
groups in the region continued to terrorize civilians.
The 23 rebels re-emerged just over a year ago, 
capturing key towns and forcing thousands to flee 
for their lives.
Africanews with AFP 

outh African government has announced 
that the killer of anti-apartheid activist Chris SHani has been released from prison after 

being stabbed in prison in the wake of a 
controversial parole announcement.
"Janusz Walus was released on parole on 
Wednesday 7 December," the prison service said 
in a statement.
At the end of November, the highest court in the 
country granted early release to Janusz Walus, 
69, after some 30 years behind bars. Sentenced to 
death and then life imprisonment, this Polish 
immigrant linked to the white Afrikaner far right 
was due to be released from prison within ten 
days.
"Walus was only released from the hospital today 
as he was undergoing treatment after being 
stabbed," the prison services explained, adding 
that there is no doubt that the convict is "a 
polarizing figure" in the country.
He was stabbed on November 29 by another 
inmate in the Pretoria prison where he was serving 
his sentence.

The announcement of his release awakened 
painful memories in South Africa. A demonstration 
in Pretoria, called by the Communist Party (SACP) 
and the ANC (ruling party), brought together 
several hundred people last week.
Chris Hani, 50, a senior member of the ANC's 
armed wing, was killed on April 10, 1993, at a time 
of delicate negotiations with the white government 
for the first democratic elections. His violent death 
exacerbated racial tensions and provoked violent 
riots.
Janusz Walus was arrested a few minutes after the 
assassination. In his car, the police discovered the 
murder weapon and traces of blood on his shirt. 
After being sentenced to death, his sentence was 
commuted to life imprisonment with the advent of 
democracy in 1994.
He had been eligible for parole for some 20 years 
but all his previous applications had been rejected.
Chris Hani's death is commemorated every year in 
South Africa as a hero of the anti-apartheid 
struggle. His family has always vehemently 
opposed the release of his killer.

Tunisians move to Germany as economic crisis deepens

Tunisian Elyes Jelassi, 28, is pictured with his suitcase in front of Tunis-Carthage airport on November 28, 
2022, as he leaves his country to travel to Germany.  -  Copyright © africanews AFP

Senegal's opposition leader faces 
rape accuser in court hearing

Sonko has described the rape accusation as part of a "plot" to torpedo his 2024 bid for presidency  -  
Copyright © africanews Sylvain Cherkaoui/Sylvain Cherkaoui

notably he has been accused of rape by Adji Sarr, 
an employee of a beauty salon where Sonko went 
for a massage.
Sonko has denied the charge.
Both sides accused the other of refusing to answer 
questions at a hearing before an investigating 
judge at a Dakar courthouse, according to 
comments they made to the local media. A large 
security detail was deployed around the building 
during the hearing.
Sonko's lawyer Henri Gomis told reporters that it 
was "up to (the plaintiffs) to bring evidence of the 
accusations of rape".
"They have not given any evidence," he said at the 
end of the hearing. "The case must be dismissed."
Sarr's lawyer said it was Sonko who was not being 
cooperative.
"Ousmane Sonko refused to answer the questions 
of the prosecution and the lawyers," El Hadji Diouf 
said, adding that "the evidence will come out" if a 
trial is set.
Sarr told reporters at the court she was 
disappointed Sonko had refused to speak.

"He did not answer the head of the judges, lawyers 
and prosecutors. I answered their questions," she 
said.
Sonko has described the rape accusation as part 
of a "plot" to torpedo his 2024 candidacy.
The polarising politician is considered a populist 
firebrand by his critics.
Sonko's supporters hail his efforts to speak up on 
corruption and social elitism, as well as slamming 
the economic and political grip of multinational 
firms and Senegal's former colonial power, 
France.
His indictment in March 2021 triggered violence in 
which around a dozen people were killed.
Senegal has a general reputation for stability in a 
region where political turbulence is widespread.
In recent years, several other prominent 
opponents of the president have had their political 
careers cut short by legal cases.
Authorities have denied any misuse of state 
institutions in the legal proceedings against 
Sonko.

South Africa: Anti-apartheid activist 
Chris Hani's killer released on parole

ICC urged to prioritize crimes 
committed in eastern DRC

Exterior view of the International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.  -  
Copyright © africanewsAP Photo/Peter Dejong, File



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times11



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times12



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times13



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times14



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times15



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times16



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times17



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times18



Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022.  Concord Times19




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

