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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

ail service in Nigeria's capital city resumed on 
Monday (Dec. 5), eight months after assailants Rattacked a train with explosives and gunfire, killing 

seven people and abducting dozens of passengers.
Only a handful of passengers and armed security 
personnel were aboard the first trip from Abuja to 
neighboring Kaduna state.
"Coming early this morning, I actually want to observe 
what is happening. Just like 30 minutes after my arrival, 
we saw a team of military men with 2 armored tankers and 
other vehicles, about 5 of them parading all these places, 
so I said this is what am actually expecting the Federal 
Government to do", a passenger said.
"No fear at all, I mean life is about risk, so every day we 
wake up we know we are already born into risks and we 
just have to take life as it happens," added a business 
entrepreneur before he boarded the train.
Insecurity challenges

Authorities have blamed the brazen attack in March on 
the armed groups who have been kidnapping people for 
ransom in northwestern Nigeria.
The military is battling a 13-year jihadist insurgency in the 
northeast, criminal militias in the northwest and separatist 
tensions in the country's southeast.
Paschal Nnorli, general manager of the Abuja-Kaduna 
train service, said that officials had succeeded in getting 
the release of the abducted passengers and had stepped 
up security on the route.
"Insecurity is getting higher and higher on a daily basis in 
Nigeria, it is not peculiar to rail operations but we shall 
continue to do our best," he said.
Operators of the train had planned to restart the Abuja-
Kaduna service much earlier, but the families of the 
hostages insisted on their release first.
The train service is a key means of transport for many in 
Nigeria's capital, a city of 3.6 million, because the major 

ongo's government dramatically increased the 
death toll from a massacre last week they blamed Con M23 rebels, saying Monday that 270 people had 

been killed in an attack that broke a fragile cease-fire 
agreement.
M23's chairman challenged the figure and accused 
Congo's government of creating a diversion from other 
atrocities in the region that he says have been committed 
by government soldiers and their allies.
Government spokesman Patrick Muyaya said Monday 
that the government was opening an official inquiry into 
what happened in Kishishe, a village located about 70 
kilometers (43 miles) from the regional capital of Goma.
He said the country's justice minister went to The Hague in 
the Netherlands and referred the matter to the prosecutor 
of the International Criminal Court "so that he can 
investigate the massacres in Kishishe," Muyaya added.
In Goma, members of social movements and residents of 
the city gathered in a vigil to remember the victims of the 
conflict.
Carrying banners reading “Kishishe is not a butchery” and 
singing “Kishishe oh, Kishishe oh” they also demanded 
attention of the international community to put an end to 
the conflict between the M23 rebel group, Rwanda and 
Congo, that has killed dozens and displaced tens of 
thousands.
"We say enough is enough, we are tired of it, we don't want 
war because we are here for peace, the Congolese are 
looking for peace,” said Amani Jordan standing next to a 
Congolese flag with dozens of candles around.
"We are here because our compatriots have been killed by 
the M23 terrorists,” said Nadia Nyamushiya also 
participating in the vigil.
“As young Congolese, we have said to ourselves: get 
together to share with our friends and mourn our own 
(people).”
The Congolese government initially accused the M23 
rebels and Rwandan defence forces of killing 50 people in 
Kishishe.

Rwanda's government has repeatedly denied backing the 
M23 rebels.
There was no immediate corroboration of that 
government figure or the new toll of at least 270 dead due 
to insecurity in the area but Muyaya said the information 
had come from local civil society groups.
However, M23 chairman Bertrand Bisimwa said the death 
toll figure had been inflated by a tribal militia leader and 
that only eight people had been killed by stray bullets 
during the clashes last Tuesday in Kishishe.
Last month at a summit in Angola, the leaders attending it 
had warned that if M23 did not respect the cease-fire and 
relinquish control of the towns it held, an East African 
regional force would make them do so.
A contingent of more than 900 Kenyan troops already has 
deployed to eastern Congo as part of the regional force 
agreed to in June and South Sudan has said it is sending 
750 personnel too.
The force will eventually include two battalions from 
Uganda and two from Burundi as well.
M23 was not included in the talks in Angola but its leaders 
had said they would abide by it.
Meanwhile in Nairobi, the Third Inter-Congolese Dialogue 
continues, leaders of the East African Community have 
been gathering for several days trying to find a solution to 
the crisis in DRC.
The M23 rose to prominence a decade ago when its 
fighters seized Goma, the largest city in Congo's east, 
which sits along the border with Rwanda.
After a peace agreement, many of M23's fighters were 
integrated into the national military.
Then the group re-emerged just over a year ago, saying 
the government had failed to live up to its promises under 
the peace deal.
By June, M23 had seized the strategic town of Bunagana 
near the border with Uganda.
It later took control of two more major towns — Rutshuru 
and Kiwanja.

he most anticipated moment since the opening of 
the September 2009 massacre trial in Guinea, the Tappearance of Moussa Dadis Camara, came to a 

halt on Monday when the court accepted the former 
dictator's request for a postponement on health grounds.
The moment of the appearance arrived late morning 
when President Ibrahima Sory Tounkara said: "Mr 
Moussa Dadis Camara, come to the bar, please.
Less than 12 minutes later, the same president 
pronounced the postponement of the case to December 
12, 2022, with these words: "You have one week Mr 
Camara, the hearing is adjourned.
In the meantime, the 57-year-old former autocrat, who 
used to make those who suffered his wrath tremble, 
obsequiously pleaded for the adjournment, citing his 
health.
"With all due respect to your august court - I have already 
informed the director of the prison guard, the chief 
medical officer of the prison guard - for a very long time I 
have been suffering," said Captain Camara after taking 
the stand with an unsteady gait and in civilian clothes, he 
who never took off his uniform.
"I am not above the law," he said, "but in all sincerity, I 

don't feel at the moment that I am in a state to testify.
The main defendant in this historic trial vaguely referred to 
"malaria I had, a total weakening", and suggested that he 
preferred not to elaborate.
"The court cannot force you to say or do what you do not 
want to do (...) If you say you cannot (testify), the court will 
follow you," the president said before announcing the 
adjournment.
Captain Camara has been on trial since September 28, 
2022, along with a dozen former military and government 
officials, for the massacre that took place 13 years earlier 
to the day.
Captain Camara, who came to power in a coup nine 
months earlier, was president on the day and on the 
following days when the red berets of his guard, soldiers, 
police and militia killed dozens of people in and around a 
stadium in Conakry who had gathered to dissuade him 
from running for president in January 2010. Dozens of 
women were raped, individuals were kidnapped and 
tortured, and many bodies were disposed of.
He was exiled to Burkina Faso a few months after the 
massacre and was imprisoned after returning for the trial.
Africanews with AFP 

anzania's president, Samia Suluhu Hassan, has 
cancelled Independence Day celebrations Tscheduled for Friday, November 9 and has directed 

that the budget instead be used to build dormitories for 
children with special needs.
The 61st Independence Day event was to cost $445,000, 
but the money will be used to build eight dormitories in 
primary schools around the country.
Tanzania's minister of state, George Simbachawene, on 
Monday said the money had been disbursed. He said the 
East African country will celebrate Independence Day by 

having public dialogues on development.
Usually, Independence Day celebrations are marked with 
pomp and state banquets.
This is not, however, the first time Tanzania has cancelled 
the celebrations.
In 2015, then-President John Magufuli cancelled 
celebrations and diverted funds towards the building of a 
road in the commercial capital, Dar es Salaam.
In 2020, he did the same and directed that the budget be 
used to buy medical facilities.

Nigeria: Abuja-Kaduna train service 
resumes after deadly attack

A police officer walks past a train at the train station in Abuja, Nigeria, Monday, Dec. 5, 2022  -  
Copyright © africanews Chinedu Asadu/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved

Vigil in DRC as government raises death toll from violence

Ghana to swap local debt in fight to regain economic stability
hana asked investors to exchange around $9 
billion in domestic debt for new bonds on Monday G(Dec.5) to ease a crunch in payments as the 

government negotiates an IMF bailout during its worse 
economic crisis in decades.
Finance Minister Kenneth Ofori-Atta said the debt 
exchange starting Monday would seek to exchange 
around 137 billion cedis or $9.7 billion in current debt for 
four new bonds maturing between 2027 and 2037.
"This is a key requirement to allow Ghana's economy to 
recover as fast as possible from this crisis. This is also a 
key requirement to secure IMF support," he told a press 
briefing.
The West African state is in talks for up to $3 billion in 
credit from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help 
shore up its public finances.
Inflation is running at more than 40 percent and the 
national currency, the cedi, has lost 50 percent in value 
this year, helping to push up debt by $6 billion in 2022.
As part of IMF negotiations, Ghana's government is 
seeking to make its debt more sustainable after facing 
warnings about the risks of default.
Inflation to return to single digits
Current debt servicing payments are absorbing more 
than half of the government's revenues and 70 percent of 
its tax revenues, pressuring government spending.
With the debt operation and IMF deal to be concluded 
soon, the minister said he expected the economy to 
stabilise next year and inflation to return to single digits.

Ghana, a top cocoa and gold producer, has oil and gas 
reserves but its debt payments are high and its revenues 
weak. Like the rest of the world, it has been hit by 
economic fallout from the global pandemic and the war in 
Ukraine.
Ofori-Atta said the government had worked to minimise 
the swap impact on investors holding government bonds, 
especially small investors and other vulnerable groups.
There will be no "haircuts" on the bonds' principal, he said.
Ofori-Atta added the government recognised banks and 
financial institutions hold a large amount of local 
government debt, but regulatory agencies and the central 
bank would help ease the impact on them.
"The alternative would be a far worse economic crisis with 
protracted closure from international markets including 
imported goods and services and further domestic 
economic instability," he said.
A foreign debt restructuring programme would be 
presented later, Ofori-Atta promised.
President Nana Akufo-Addo and his economic team have 
come under growing pressure over the crisis, after the 
government earlier this year did a U-turn and said it would 
go to the IMF for help.
Lawmakers have moved to censure Ofori-Atta over his 
economic performance and parliament is still reviewing 
that motion.
Last month, Akufo-Addo fired the government's junior 
finance minister, Charles Adu Boahen, over corruption 
allegations.

Tanzania cancelled Independence Day celebrations

FILE - In this Tuesday, March 16, 2021, file photo, Tanzania's President Samia Suluhu Hassan speaks ...  -  
Copyright © africanews AP/Copyright 2021 The AP. All rights reserved.

Guinea's ex-dictator Camara's appearance 
in 2009 massacre trial shortened

Moussa "Dadis" Camara speaks upon his arrival from exile in Conakry, Guinea, on 22 December 2021  -  
Copyright © africanews Diallo Abdoul Aziz/Copyright 2021 The AP. All rights reserved



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times11



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times12



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times13



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times14



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times15



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times16



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times17



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times18



Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022.  Concord Times19




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

