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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

he leaders of West African states meeting at a 
summit in Abuja on Sunday demanded that Mali's Truling junta release 46 Ivorian soldiers held captive 

since July or face sanctions, West African officials said.
"We ask the Malian authorities to release the Ivorian 
soldiers by January 1, 2023, at the latest," Omar Touray, 
chairman of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) commission, told journalists.
Failing that, ECOWAS will take sanctions, a West African 
diplomat told an AFP correspondent on condition of 
anonymity. Touray also said that ECOWAS reserves the 
right to act if the soldiers do not regain their freedom by 
January 1.

Togolese President Faure Gnassingbé, who is playing 
the good offices between Mali and Ivory Coast in this 
crisis, will go to Mali to "demand" the release of the 
soldiers, the West African diplomat added.
Mali has been fighting with Côte d'Ivoire and ECOWAS 
since it arrested 49 Ivorian soldiers on July 10 when they 
arrived in Bamako. Three have since been released.
Côte d'Ivoire and the UN claim that these soldiers were to 
participate in the security of the German contingent of 
peacekeepers in Mali. But Bamako says it considers 
them "mercenaries" who have come to undermine state 
security.

t least nine people died and eight others were 
missing in South Africa after a flash flood swept Aaway members of a church congregation along the 

Jukskei River in Johannesburg, rescue officials said on 
Sunday.
The dead and missing were all part of the congregation, 
which was conducting religious rituals along the river on 
Saturday, officials said.
Rescue workers reported finding the bodies of two victims 

that day and another seven bodies when the search and 
recovery mission resumed on Sunday morning.
The teams were interviewing people from the 
congregation to establish how many others were 
unaccounted for.
Religious groups frequently gather along the Jukskei 
River, which runs past townships such as Alexandra in the 
east of Johannesburg, for baptisms and ritual cleansing.

ans watching the game in Dakar, from a fanzone, 
wished for a goal untill the very end.F

The Teranga Lions' coach Cissé admitted there had been 
a gulf in quality. First-half English goals gave the squad a 
mountain to climb and a third in the second half ended the 
contest.
"Senegal losing to England in the round of 16 is no 
surprise especially since we played without Sadio Mané," 
Mamadou, a fan, said. "It is logical but we are Senegalese 
and we faced this game with enthusiasm to galvanize the 
team. "
"A match lasts 90 minutes and in the first half we played 
pretty well and created chances but unfortunately we 
didn't score," said Cissé.
"We were playing a very good England team and we saw 
that in their challenges, their physical strength. We 
weren't as good as we should have been."
Serve the Senegalese and make all Africa happy
Seydina Omar Niang, another fan, shared the Teranga 

Lions' coach views: " I expected Senegal to be much more 
consistent, much more assertive, much more aggressive 
[...] Unfortunately England was much stronger than us, as 
logic expected. We can only be proud of our Lions."
Senegal that are ranked 18th by FIFA, end their World 
Cup campaign on 2 wins and 2 losses.
Fans cheered for their teams in the ups and downs yet, the 
squad was missing two or three players who could have 
made a difference including star striker Sadio Mané or 
midfieldder Idrissa Gueye.
"As Senegalese, we did not even expect Senegal to reach 
the round of 16 without Sadio Mané. The [players] gave 
their all, they sacrificed, they gave body and soul so that 
they could come to the last 16, so they played a great 
tournament. They did their best to serbe the Senegalese 
people and to make all Africa happy."
Enven though Senegal had arrived with high hopes of 
matching a quarterfinal run of two decades ago, fans were 
thankful for the 2022 world cup tournament. 
The African champions will defend their title in 2024 in 
Ivory Coast. Then eyes will be set on the 2026 World Cup.

uthorities in Madagascar have started works 
on the country's first motorway linking the Acapital, Antananarivo, to Tamatave, the 

country's economic hub and largest port.
Egyptian company Samcrete will be in charge of the 
4-year project for a budget of nearly $1 billion.
"The highway will allow us to relieve the congestion of 
the national road number 2 because in fact it is 
estimated that the traffic will be multiplied by 5 in the 
next three years. So it will be unbearable for the 
national road number 2 to handle this extra traffic", 
said Public Works Minister of Madagascar, Jerry 
Hatrefindrazana.
The project has sparked controversy amongst the 
population. Farmers are one group particularly 
affected.
"We are in the middle of the rice transplanting period, 
right at the moment when our rice fields will be 
destroyed. And we have been waiting for the state to 
take action for us farmers. In all the speeches, no 

official spoke about the farmers", complained farmer 
Roland Edie Rakotodramasy.
Others, like teacher Pauline Ramialisoa, remain 
convinced about the overall benefits.
"Traffic will be faster, cars will not use much gasoline, 
and the transport of goods from inside and outside will 
be more fluid", she said
One of the Egyptian companies involved in the 
project, EGAAD, stressed the environmental 
advantages of the new infrastructure.
"This highway that will link the capital to the main port, 
the economic hub of the country, will ease a lot of 
things, reducing an 11-hour journey to a 2.5-hour 
journey. It will help to reduce CO2 emissions by 25 to 
30%", claims EGAAD group president, Reda Boulos.
The first stage of the project is scheduled to be 
completed by the end of the president's mandate in 
2023.

Africanews with AFP 

ECOWAS demands release of Ivorian soldiers held by Mali

Mali has been fighting with Côte d'Ivoire and ECOWAS since it arrested 49 Ivorian soldiers on July 10 
when they arrived in Bamako  -  Copyright © africanews Misper Apawu/Misper Apawu

 Flash flood kills 9 at church gathering in South Africa

Senegal fans 'proud' despite World Cup exit

Senegal's Word Cup odyssey was cut short Sunday (Dec. 4) after a 3-0 defeat against England in Qatar.

 Madagascar starts works on first motorway

urkina Faso on Saturday ordered "the 
immediate suspension and until further notice" Bof Radio France Internationale (RFI), accusing 

it of having relayed an "intimidation message" 
attributed to a "terrorist leader", the Burkinabe 
government spokesman announced.
By having relayed this message, RFI "is thus 
contributing to a desperate manoeuvre by terrorist 
groups to dissuade the thousands of Burkinabè 
mobilised in defence of their country," said a 
statement signed by the spokesman, Jean Emmanuel 
Ouedraogo.
At the beginning of the week, the Group for the 
Support of Islam and Muslims (GSIM, affiliated to Al-
Qaeda), had broadcast a video in which one of its 
leaders in Burkina Faso threatened to attack villages 
defended by Volunteers for the Defence of the 
Homeland (VDP), civilian auxiliaries of the army, 
which has just recruited 90,000 in three weeks to cope 
with the increase in jihadist attacks.
The government also criticizes RFI, a French public 
radio, for having included in its press review on Friday 
"a misleading information, indicating that: +The 
president of the transition, Captain Ibrahim Traore, 
assures that an attempted coup d'état has targeted 
his power".
The communiqué recalled that "on 3 November, the 
government had already expressed its indignation at 
the tendentious attitude of journalists of this media 
(RFI) and their propensity to discredit the struggle in 
which the Burkinabe people are engaged for more 
freedom and dignity.
"In view of the above, the government has decided to 
suspend Radio France Internationale's broadcasting 
throughout the country until further notice," he added.
The management of RFI "deeply regrets this decision 
and protests against the totally unfounded 
accusat ions that  ca l l  in to  quest ion the 

professionalism of its stations," it said in a statement 
on Saturday evening.
"The decision to cut off RFI's broadcasting service 
was taken without prior notice and without 
implementing the procedures laid down in the RFI 
broadcasting agreement drawn up by Burkina Faso's 
Higher Council for Communication," it said.
It added that the France Médias Monde group, to 
which RFI belongs, "will explore all avenues to restore 
RFI's broadcasting, and reiterates its unwavering 
commitment to the freedom to inform and the 
professional work of its journalists.
According to RFI's management, the radio station is 
heard every week in Burkina Faso "by more than 40% 
of the population and more than 70% of opinion 
leaders.
An AFP journalist in Ouagadougou noted late this 
afternoon that the radio station could no longer be 
heard.
The government nonetheless "reaffirmed to national 
and international opinion its commitment to press 
freedom and freedom of opinion" and "the public's 
right to information", but "invites it to respect the rules 
and principles governing the media.
The government nonetheless "reaffirmed to national 

 

and international opinion its commitment to press 
freedom and freedom of opinion" and "the public's 
right to information", but "calls for respect for the rules 
and principles laid down in this area in our country".
Burkina, the scene of two military coups in eight 
months and plagued by jihadist violence since 2015, is 
the second country in the region to ban RFI this year 
after Mali, which was also ruled by military putschists 
and hit by jihadists, in March.
"Nerves are frayed, but muzzling or persecuting the 
press does not turn lies into truth," said Newton 
Ahmed Barry, a journalist and former president of the 
National Electoral Commission (CEN).

Burkina Faso bans French radio 
for airing 'terrorist propaganda’

RFI has protested the ban, calling Burkina Faso's accusations unfounded  -  Copyright © 
africanews Kilaye Bationo/Copyright 2020 The AP. All rights reserved
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