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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

he uniqueness of Aminata Goubel, better 
known as “Mama África,” a former actress, Trespected journa l is t  and d i l igent  

international cultural activist, welcomes us into her 
home – the Casa Museu. Located along the 
seaside of Luanda, her abode displays celebrate 
Angolan culture, and beyond. It is a living and 
breathing Angolan, and African culture.

Casa Museu is colourful and playful on the eye – 
curated by Mama Africa with masks, art, and 
instruments.
“People are here to look. Is it a hotel? Is it a 
restaurant, is it a house? This lady is crazy, come 
on,” Goubel says. “You can come visit. It's Mama 
Africa. I drink and pass on culture every day of my 
life. I don't know how to live without it.”
She continues: “I have a cause. The cause is Africa 
and Africanity. A better Africa, a happy Africa, an 
Africa where there's no war, no hunger, an Africa 
where you can see the beauty of the child's eyes, 
the happy smile, the woman's eyes, with her 

traditional clothes, her natural hair.”
Aspiring generations
Her mother and daughter also spread the 
message of ''Angolanness'' – through mother 
Mama Kuiba's cooking, and through her 
traditionally dressed corporate daughter, Fatìima 
Marlene Goubel. Her daughter says her mother's 
legacy has inspired her.
“What I can do is to show the young people, my 
generation, or the younger generation that comes 
after me, that it's possible to be African, to look 
African, to have African hair and to wear African 
clothes and still be young and still be a singer, still 
be a doctor. You can be anything and still look 
African.”

Casa Museu has become a place where Young 
people come to consult, talk to Goubel and drink in 
a little bit of the culture. Visitors are also treated to 
a game of batuque – a popular game embraced by 
Angolans.
Giving Angola a voice

n Kenya's capital, motorcycle taxis or boda bodas 
are the easiest and cheapest means to navigate INairobi's dense traffic.

One startup, Roam Motors, is working to tackle 
climate change and mobility by curbing air pollution.
The company came up with an effective and cost-
friendly way to curb air pollution in Kenya.
The company produces electric motorcycles that run 
on two rechargeable batteries.
The batteries can be charged at any charging point, 
each battery can drive for around 90 kilometers, 
meaning both batteries, when fully charged, can travel 
for about 180 kilometers.
The batteries take about four hours to fully charge. 
The bike ranges from $1,550 upwards depending on 
the client's demands.
Joan Igamba, communications specialist at Roam, 
says the company noticed the air pollution problem in 
Nairobi and decided to make electric motorcycles to 
curb the problem.
She says around 20,000 motorbikes are imported into 
the country every month, continuing to add to the 
problem:
"Even though these motorcycles help us navigate the 
fragmented transportation system here in Kenya, they 
really do increase the air pollution levels in the city," 
she says.
"So, with our solution, the Roam Air electric 
motorcycle, it is a fully electric motorcycle with a 
removable battery, which can be charged any outlet 
where you charge your phone."
Manufacturing electric vehicles can be costly, but the 

company is able to produce the bikes cheaply 
because it owns the frame.
This gives them the right to use their frame without 
paying royalties. They do however import other 
necessary parts and assemble them in Kenya.
Another reason why they're able to produce cheaply 
is because of tax relief from the Kenyan government 
to companies that produce locally.
Igamba says their main goal is to ensure thousands of 
fossil fuel vehicles are taken from the roads, paving 
the way for electric vehicles:
"How we see the future here at Roam is thousands of 
electric motorcycles on our roads eliminating fossil 
fuel driven motorcycles and moving into this new 
future for the continent and the country," she says.
The first Earthshot Prizes were awarded last year in 
London just before the UK hosted the COP26 climate 
conference.
Earthshot offers 1 million pounds ($1.2 million) in 
prize money to the winners of five separate 
categories: nature protection, clean air, ocean revival, 
waste elimination and climate change.
The winners and all 15 finalists also receive help in 
expanding their projects to meet global demand.
Igamba says winning the prize would be an honor, it 
would also help the startup expand.
"Winning the Earthshot Prize would really be such a 
dream come true because we will be able to ramp up 
production, expand to other markets other than 
Kenya, and be able to really build on this electric 
revolution happening in Africa today," she says.

awmakers exchanged blows and hurled a chair 
in Senegal's parliament on Thursday over a Lperceived insult towards an influential pro-

opposition religious leader.
An opposition MP slapped legislator Amy Ndiaye over 
her remarks, according to images on television and 
social media that were authenticated by AFP.
She responded by throwing a chair at him and then fell 
to the ground, where she was helped by fellow 
members of her group.
A fistfight then erupted among MPs before the 
speaker suspended the session.
The bust-up erupted during a vote on the justice 
ministry's budget for 2023.
It was sparked by remarks Ndiaye made about 
Serigne Moustapha Sy, a Muslim leader who supports 
the opposition but is not a lawmaker.
On November 27, she accused him of betraying his 
word and disrespecting President Macky Sall, 

according to media reports.
MP Abba Mbaye told an opposition TV channel that 
opposition lawmakers would oppose any resumption 
of parliamentary work "until this lady has apologised".
Some members of the governing coalition, as well as 
feminist activists, lashed the physical attack on 
Ndiaye, which coincided with an awareness 
campaign about violence against women and girls.
Senegal is widely viewed as a beacon of stability and 
democracy in West Africa -- a region notorious for 
coups and dictatorships.
Legislative elections in July led to a virtual tie, 
requiring Sall's party to forge a coalition to stay in 
power.
Sall was elected to a seven-year term in 2012 and re-
elected for a five-year tenure in 2019. He has not 
divulged his plans for the next presidential vote, due in 
2024.
Africanews with AFP 

he government of Sao Tome and Principe on 
Thursday ordered an investigation into "cruel Tand inhuman acts" allegedly committed by 

military personnel against men accused by the Prime 
Minister of attempting a "coup d'état" on November 
25, the state news agency reported.
The head of the government Patrice Trovoada had 
said on Friday 25 November that four assailants had 
been captured after six hours of gunfire at the army 
headquarters in the capital Sao Tome, as well as two 
"commanders" arrested later at their homes, including 
the former president of the outgoing National 
Assembly and opponent Delfim Nevès.
On the same day, numerous photos and videos, not 
authenticated by AFP, circulated widely on social 
networks.
They claimed to show acts of torture and harsh 
interrogations of three of the attackers and one of the 
alleged "sponsors", Arlécio Costa, an opponent, and 
former mercenary, by men in military fatigues. Then 
other images claimed to show the same four men 
dead.
Two days later, Chief of Staff Olinto Paquete 
announced that three of the four assailants had been 
killed in an "explosion", without further details, that 
Arlécio Costa had died "jumping from a vehicle", and 
that 12 soldiers who had "participated" in the 
attempted putsch had been arrested.
Mr. Paquete announced his resignation at a press 
briefing on Thursday, reported STP-Press. He 
mentioned, in particular, the diffusion of shocking 
images, and assured that he could not "accept such 
atrocities and acts of treason that harm the country".
And the government has asked the judicial authorities 
"to investigate cruel, degrading and inhumane acts 
perpetrated against individuals at the army 

headquarters and whose images have shocked and 
outraged society," the Santomean agency wrote, 
citing a government memo.
The government note said the alleged acts were 
perpetrated "on individuals involved in the attempted 
coup and the assault on the headquarters" of Friday, 
November 25.
Mr. Trovoada had claimed in front of the cameras that 
the army had foiled an "attempted coup" and that four 
captured assailants had "denounced" Mr. Nevès and 
Mr. Costa as the "commanders".
But Santomeans and local NGOs have since 
multiplied the posts on social networks raising "grey 
areas" in the facts and their chronology, and the 
acerbic or horrified comments on the photos and 
videos disseminated.
Mr. Nevès, released under judicial supervision on 
Tuesday, denounced the next day before the press a 
"sham" intended to "eliminate" physically "political 
embarrassments" of which he "is part. And accused its 
authors of having killed those who could confuse 
them, Mr. Costa and the three assailants.
In the afternoon, the Prime Minister dismissed 
accusations that the coup attempt was a maneuver by 
the government: "What would be the purpose of the 
government to organize a coup against itself when we 
took office 15 days ago?
Sao Tome and Principe, a small archipelago in the 
Gulf of Guinea, independent from Portugal since 
1975, is considered a model of parliamentary 
democracy in Africa, where alternations in power have 
been smooth since the end of the one-party regime in 
1991. And despite two attempted coups, in 2003 and 
2009, in which Arlécio Costa had already been 
implicated, arrested, and convicted, then pardoned.

Mama Africa's Casa Museu: a home 
for Angolan art, music and youth

frame Euronews

After four decades as a journalist, Mama Africa still 
plies her trade for the national radio – the Radio 
Nacional de Angola.
“For me, she embodies the concept that the 
journalist is a journalist every day. I would define 
her as someone who lives her daily life a way of 
defending and showing what the African continent 

frame Euronewsframe Euronews

is to the world,” says Luisa Rogerio, Journalist and 
President of the Journalist Accreditation.
Thus the importance of Casa Museu as a place of 
solace for all generations has been key to rejoicing 
in Angola's rich history. The iconic Mama Africa is 
determined to pass on her rich cultural knowledge 
to all current and future generations. 

 
Kenyan electric vehicle startup eyes 

Prince William's Earthshot Prize
Sao Tome to probe 'inhumane acts' 

in aftermath of attempted coup

A soldier walks in the streets of Sao Tome, July 23, 2003  -  Copyright © africanews
DESIREY MINKOH/2003 AFP

Massive brawl in Senegal's parliament 
over 'insult' to religious leader
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