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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

ll regions of the world saw water extremes last year 
- both floods and droughts -- and billions of people Ahad insufficient freshwater, the United Nations said 

on Tuesday.
Large areas of the planet recorded drier than normal 
conditions in 2021, the UN's World Meteorological 
Organization said in its first annual State of Global Water 
Resources report.
The report assesses the effects of changes in the climate, 
environment, and society on the Earth's freshwater 
resources - limited supplies that are under growing 
demand -- so they can be managed better.
"The impacts of climate change are often felt through 
water -- more intense and frequent droughts, more 
extreme flooding, more erratic seasonal rainfall and 
accelerated melting of glaciers -- with cascading effects 
on economies, ecosystems and all aspects of our daily 
lives," said WMO head Petteri Taalas.
"And yet there is insufficient understanding of changes in 
the distribution, quantity, and quality of freshwater 
resources."
Some 3.6 billion people face inadequate access to fresh 
water for at least one month per year. That is forecast to 
rise to more than five billion by 2050, the report said.
Between 2001 and 2018, 74 percent of all-natural 
disasters were water-related, according to UN studies.
In 2021, all regions saw devastating water extremes, the 
report said.
There were record-breaking floods in western Europe and 
the Amazon, while water levels in rivers in Paraguay and 

southern Brazil dropped to an all-time low.
The report assessed streamflow - the volume of water 
flowing through a river - over a 30-year period.
Drops in water volumes were twice as widespread as 
rises.
Major river basins in the Americas and central Africa saw 
water volumes shrink. Rivers in northern India and 
southern Africa saw above-average increases.
Frozen resources
Terrestrial water storage -- all water on the land surface 
and in the subsurface - shrank more than it grew, the 
report said.
Negative hotspots included Patagonia, the Ganges and 
Indus headwaters, and the southwestern United States.
"Some of the hotspots are exacerbated by (over-
extraction) of groundwater for irrigation. The melting of 
snow and ice also has a significant impact in several 
areas, including Alaska, Patagonia, and the Himalayas," 
the WMO said.
The world's biggest natural reservoir of fresh water is the 
cryosphere - glaciers, snow cover, ice caps, and 
permafrost - and changes to this reservoir affect food 
production, health, and the natural world, the report said.
Around 1.9 billion people live in areas where drinking 
water is supplied by glaciers and snow melt but these 
glaciers are melting increasingly fast, it stressed.
It urged authorities to speed up the introduction of drought 
and flood early warning systems to help reduce the 
impact of water extremes.

he verdict in Mozambique's massive "hidden debt" 
corruption scandal has begun (on Wednesday) in TMaputo, with phantom fishing vessels, exorbitant 

foreign loans, and people close to the government.
In orange jumpsuits, some of the 19 defendants in the 
case reappeared in the morning at the special court where 
the trial began last year. None of the country's courts were 
large enough to try one of the biggest corruption scandals 
in its history: a tent was set up in a high-security prison in 
the capital Maputo.
The reading of the decision is scheduled to last five days.
In the dock are intelligence agents, people close to the 
government, and the son of a former president, Ndambi 
Guebuza, the eldest son of Armando Guebuza, who has 
been called to testify in court. They are all on trial for 
blackmail, forgery, embezzlement, and money 
laundering.
The current head of state, Filipe Nyusi, was implicated in 
several testimonies.
The case dates back to 2013-2014. Nyusi was then 
minister of defense. Three Mozambican state-owned 
companies secretly borrowed two billion dollars from 
international banks to finance purchases of fishing 

vessels and military patrol boats.
In 2016, the scandal broke: these state-guaranteed loans 
were contracted without parliamentary approval and 
behind the backs of the creditors of a country that is 
among the ten poorest in the world and dependent on 
international aid.
International donors, including the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank, are withdrawing. The former 
Portuguese colony plunged into an unprecedented 
financial crisis and defaulted.
Several independent audits could not determine exactly 
what was purchased. Some of the boats ordered were 
delivered and have been rusting in port for years.
However, some of the money has not been found. 
According to an independent audit, $500 million has been 
misappropriated.
"The conviction must be strong enough not to be 
overturned or reduced in the second instance," hopes 
Borges Nhamirre, a researcher at the Public Integrity 
Center (CIP), which fights corruption.
Other proceedings are underway in Switzerland, the 
United Kingdom, and South Africa.

nvironmental activists, religious figures, and 
believers protested Tuesday in Paris against the Emega oil projects of the French group 

TotalEnergies in Uganda and Tanzania, a first action led 
by the movements Extinction Rebellion Spiritualities and 
GreenFaith.
"Deliver us from Total", "Warm hearts, not pipelines": they 
were about thirty gathered in front of a TotalEnergies gas 
station in the south of Paris, according to a journalist of the 
AFP.
Extinction Rebellion Spiritualities is a branch of the 
Extinction Rebellion movement, well known for its civil 
disobedience actions. GreenFaith is an inter-religious 
NGO born in the United States which fights "for climate 
justice", supported by religious volunteers.
The protesters were opposing the East African Crude Oil 
Pipeline (EACOP) and Tilenga oil field project in Uganda 
and Tanzania, initiated by TotalEnergies. The NGOs 
accuse the multinationals of taking over land through 
expropriation and are concerned about the environmental 
impact of these projects.
"Our traditions and our religions urge us not to remain 
silent," said Rabbi Yeshaya Dalsace, one of the religious 
figures present, along with Pastor Caroline Ingrand-
Hoffet, President of the Rassemblement des musulmans 
de France Anouar Kbibech, Buddhist Master Olivier 
Reigen Wang-Genh and Bishop Marc Stenger.
These religious figures arrived carrying an empty coffin 
with African landscapes painted on it.

"I'm Catholic and I think it's great to see religious figures 
taking a stand on the divisive issue of ecology," said 
Isabelle, 43, who like all the members of Extinction 
Rebellion refuses to give her last name.
TotalEnergies has been sued by several environmental 
NGOs over its activities in Uganda and Tanzania. The 
company will appear before the Paris Court of Justice on 
December 7 to discuss the matter.
The associations are targeting two colossal projects that 
are intrinsically linked: the Tilenga project, a 419-well 
drilling project in Uganda, one third of which is in the 
Murchison Falls natural park; and the EACOP (East 
African Crude Oil Pipeline) project, the world's longest 
heated oil pipeline, which crosses Tanzania over nearly 
1,500 km, crossing several protected natural areas.
TotalEnergies reacted in a press release, stressing that 
"all the partners in the Tilenga and EACOP projects are 
committed to implementing them in a way that places 
environmental and biodiversity issues and the rights of the 
communities concerned at the heart of the project, in 
accordance with the highest international standards.
These projects, the press release adds, "represent a 
major development challenge for Uganda and Tanzania 
and we are doing everything possible to make them 
exemplary in terms of transparency, shared prosperity, 
economic and social progress, sustainable development, 
environmental awareness, and respect for human rights.
Africanews with AFP 

 coral field has been discovered in Moiá-Moiá 
beach, in the eastern part of Cape Verdean island Aof Santiago. The scientific name of the hard coral 

found is "Sidastrea radians".
It's an area of about 1.000 square meters, with a very rich 
biodiversity due to the strong sea currents. They 
constantly renew the water, bringing fish and eliminating 
potential pollution.
The discoverer is Wlodzimierz Szymaniak, a Pole who 

has lived in Cape Verde for many years. He's a professor 
at the Jean Piaget University of Cape Verde and an avid 
diver.
For this project, he worked in partnership with the Cape-
Verdean Ecotourism Association (ECOCV)*, which 
considers the discovery one of the "most remarkable" this 
year.
The researcher found Moiá-Moiá bay through old books. 
They talked about the bay because it was once very 

fter sanctions-related obstacles hit Moscow, the 
first shipment of Russian fertilizer left the ANetherlands on Tuesday for Malawi, Dutch 

customs and the UN said.
Some 20,000 tons of NPK chemical fertilizers - made from 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium - left Tuesday 
afternoon on board the MV Greenwich from the port of 
Terneuzen in the southwest of the Netherlands, according 
to officials.
Russian fertilizer exports, crucial for combating the food 
crisis, have long been paralyzed.
Agricultural products and fertilizers do not fall under the 
sanctions against Russia, but because of the risks linked 
to the conflict incurred in the Black Sea, shipowners no 
longer wanted to hire their boats for lack of insurers.
The United Nations has undertaken "intense diplomatic 
efforts with all parties to ensure unimpeded exports of 
essential food and fertilizers (from) Ukraine and the 
Russian Federation, free of sanctions regimes, to world 
markets," said Stephane Dujarric , spokesperson for the 
UN Secretary-General.
Some 260,000 tons of Russian fertilizer stored in ports in 
Europe must be exported in order to prevent "a 
catastrophic crop loss in Africa" ??where the planting 
season is underway, according to the UN.

The ship, chartered by the UN food security agency, the 
World Food Program (WFP), left the Netherlands shortly 
before 2 p.m. GMT. According to Dutch Foreign Affairs, the 
shipment had been frozen because a sanctioned 
individual is involved with the Russian company that owns 
it.
The decision to release the shipment was taken after the 
UN guaranteed to ensure that it would be delivered to the 
agreed location (Malawi) and that the Russian company 
and the sanctioned individual would gain nothing from the 
transaction, as they specified.
As part of the implementation of the two agreements 
signed on July 22 in Istanbul to guarantee unimpeded 
access to food and fertilizers from Ukraine and Russia, the 
WFP announced in mid-November that it would facilitate 
the donation of 260,000 tons of fertilizer by the Russian 
company Uralchem-Uralkali to the most needy countries 
in Africa.
The first cargo is expected to be unloaded at the central 
Mozambican port of Beira , before being transported 
overland to Malawi, a landlocked country in southern 
Africa.
The second shipment of Russian fertilizers will be 
destined for West Africa, the UN said on November 18

All regions experienced water extremes in 2021: UN

This photograph taken on October 11, 2022, shows an aerial view of the Malibamatso basin 
in Lejone, northern Lesotho  -   Copyright © africanews MARCO LONGARI/AFP or licensors

Mozambique: verdict begins in massive "hidden debt" scandal

Ndambi Guebuza, son of former Mozambican president Armando Geubuza, looks on during court 
proceedings at Maputo Central Prison, November 30, 2022  -  Copyright © africanews

 ALFREDO ZUNIGA/AFP or licensors

 Cape Verde: Researchers find coral reef 
in Santiago, call for its preservation

dangerous for ships. There's actually still a ship hull in 
Moiá-Moiá. The Pentalina B ship ran aground in the bay in 
June 2014 and its hull is still in place.
"Nowadays this area is almost completely forgotten and 
degraded by illegal sand mining", stated Szymaniak.
Edita Magileviciut, vice-president of ECOCV and also a 
marine biologist, listed the next steps to be taken: 
"investigate more, identify the severity of the impacts, 
such as pollution and sand extraction in the coastal area, 
the impact of these algae** and make a specific mapping 

of these corals and other associated species".
The biologist warned about the sensitivity of this habitat 
and stressed: "we have to educate the peoples, raise 
awareness, increase conservation activities. Otherwise 
we will lose [the coral] without discovering."
"All the species in the sea, as on land, are connected. And 
even the human beings. If we lose coral, we lose breeding 
grounds for commercially important fish, endemic fish, 
and all that. So, by protecting a coral species, we protect 
the ecosystem", she said.

First shipment of Russian fertilizer leaves Netherlands for Africa - UN

View of the petrochemical industries in the port of Rotterdam, the Netherlands, on May 15, 2021  -  
Copyright © africanews Peter Dejong/Copyright 2021 The AP. All rights reserved

March against Uganda oil pipeline in Paris

The protesters were opposing the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) and Tilenga oil field 
project in Uganda and Tanzania, initiated by TotalEnergies  -  Copyright © africanews cleared
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