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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

he UN's campaign against gender-based 
violence kicked off on Friday in Nigeria's largest Tcity, Lagos, with a play featuring an all-female 

cast.
The play opened on the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women, the first day 

 court in the Comoros on Monday (Nov 28) 
handed down a life sentence for high treason to Aex-president Ahmed Abdallah Sambi.

The 64-year-old was convicted of selling passports to 
stateless people living in the Gulf.
Sambi headed the Indian Ocean archipelago between 
2006 and 2011. 
In 2008, he passed a law allowing the sale of 
passports and was accused of embezzling millions of 
dollars under the scheme which was since referred to 
as "economic citizenship" scandal.

But Sambi's French lawyer, said there is no evidence 
of this money -- "no account discovered".
Sambi refused to attend the trial, as his lawyers said 
there were no guarantees he would be judged fairly. 
He appeared once with his defence asking the judge 
to recuse himself since he had previously sat on the 
panel that decided to indict him.
The rulings by the State Security Court, a special 
judicial body cannot be appealed.
Sambi is an opponent to current president Azali 
Assoumani.

poradic gunfire and explosions continued on 
Monday (November 28) morning around the SVilla Rose Hotel, a popular venue for senior 

government officials and parliamentarians located a 
few blocks from the offices of President Hassan 
Sheikh Mohamoud.
At least four people were killed during the siege, a 
Somali security official said Monday.
"The terrorists are trapped in a room in the building 
and the security forces are about to end the operation 
very quickly. Several people were injured, including 
government officials," Mohamed Dahir added, without 
specifying who the four victims were.
Witnesses had described two loud explosions on 
Sunday evening, marking the start of the Shebab 
attack on the hotel, which is located in the Bondhere 
district and is normally heavily secured.
On its website, the Villa Rose is described as "the 
safest accommodation in Mogadishu", with metal 
detectors and a high wall.
"A group of Al-Shabaab fighters attacked a hotel in 
Bondhere district this evening (and) security forces 
are engaged to eliminate them," national police 
spokesman Sadik Dudishe said in a statement on 
Sunday.
By Sunday evening, many civilians and politicians 
had been rescued and evacuated from the area.
"I was near the Villa Rose when two loud explosions 
shook the hotel. There was heavy gunfire. The area 
was cordoned off and I saw people fleeing," said a 
witness, Aadan Hussein. Mogadishu.
all-out war
The Shebab, an al-Qaida-affiliated group that has 

been trying to overthrow Somalia's central 
government for 15 years, claimed responsibility for 
the attack.
The African Union Force in Somalia (Atmis) 
condemned the attack and "commended" on Twitter 
"the Somali security forces for their swift response to 
prevent further casualties and property damage".
This new attack comes as the Somali president, 
elected in May, has decided to commit to a three-
month "total war" against the Shebab.
The Somali army, supported by local clans, the Atmis, 
and with the support of American air strikes, has 
regained control of the province of Hiran and large 
areas of Middle Shabelle, in the centre of the country.
But the insurgents retaliated with a series of bloody 
attacks, underlining their ability to strike at the heart of 
Somali towns and military installations.
On 29 October, two cars packed with explosives 
exploded within minutes of each other in Mogadishu, 
killing 121 people and injuring 333 others. It was the 
deadliest attack in five years in the fragile Horn of 
Africa country.
A triple bombing in the central city of Beledweyne also 
killed 30 people, including local officials, in early 
October, and at least 21 guests at a Mogadishu hotel 
were killed during a 30-hour siege in August.
According to the UN, at least 613 civilians have 
already been killed and 948 injured in violence this 
year in Somalia, mostly caused by improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) attributed to Al-Shabaab. 
The highest figures since 2017, up by more than 30% 
from 2021.
Africanews with AFP 

he army chief of staff of Sao Tome and Principe 
announced on Sunday the death of four people Twho had been arrested following the failed coup 

attempt, which the power claims to have thwarted on 
the night of Thursday to Friday, deaths on which the 
Santomean justice will investigate.
"Four human lives were lost," said the Chief of Staff of 
the Armed Forces, Olinto Paquete, quoted by the 
government news agency STP-Press.
Prime Minister Patrice Trovoada announced on Friday 
that he had foiled a coup attempt in this small 
Portuguese-speaking archipelago, considered a model 
of parliamentary democracy in Africa.
He said a four-man commando was captured on Friday 
after six hours of firefights at army headquarters. "Four 
citizens" with "12 army soldiers" tried to occupy military 
installations, the chief of staff said.
Regarding the four dead, three of them who had been 
"captured and neutralized" , died of their "wounds", said 
Mr Paquete on Sunday, without giving further details on 
the circumstances of these deaths which remain 
unclear.
The fourth dead, Arlecio Costa, is a former Santomean 
mercenary from the sulphurous South African group 
"Bataillon Buffalo", dismantled in 1993 by Pretoria, who 
had been accused on Friday by Mr Trovoada of being 
one of the sponsors.
Here too, the circumstances of his death remain 
unclear: his arrest was announced by the authorities on 
Friday and, on Sunday, Mr Paquete explained that he 
died after "jumping from a vehicle", without giving 

further details.
In this context, a judicial source contacted by AFP 
indicated on condition of anonymity the opening of two 
investigations: the first concerning the attack on the 
army headquarters, the second on facts of "murder" 
and "torture" against alleged perpetrators of the coup 
attempt.
A judicial source was also unable to say whether or not 
Mr Costa had been arrested at army headquarters with 
the three other people. In February 2009, then leader of 
a small opposition party, Mr Costa had already been 
arrested and accused of being the leader of a thwarted 
coup attempt 12 days earlier.
At the end of a Council of Ministers held on Sunday, the 
government "firmly condemned" what it described as a 
"violent attempt to subvert the constitutional order", 
while ensuring that "all investigations will be carried out 
to determine the causes and circumstances of the 
deaths" , in addition to the investigations to determine 
the responsibilities of the attempted coup.
The government notably urged hospital services to 
"properly preserve the bodies" of the victims, adding 
that an "international team", including a forensic doctor, 
must join the archipelago to support the teams of 
investigators.
The president of the Economic Community of Central 
African States (ECCAS), Gilberto da Piedade 
Verissimo , and Abdou Barry, head of the UN Office for 
Central Africa, carried out a "fact-finding mission" this 
weekend -end in the archipelago, announced the two 
organizations in a joint press release.

Several other people, including the former number 1 of 
Parliament, Delfim Nevès , were arrested on Friday 
after being denounced by the commando responsible 
for the assault on the army headquarters, Mr Trovoada 
said after the events.
Mr. Nevès was the president of the outgoing National 
Assembly and lost this function on November 11 during 
the installation of the new chamber resulting from the 
legislative elections of September 25, won by an 
absolute majority by the centre-right party of Mr. 

Trovoada, Independent Democratic Action (ADI). 
"Some do not accept the will of the ballot box", had 
dropped the latter.
Following several coup attempts, the last in 2003 and 
2009, the parliamentary regime asserted itself in this 
poor archipelago, independent from Portugal since 
1975, which allowed several alternations between two 
parties: the Movement of the release of Sao Tome and 
Principe-Social Democratic Party (MLSTP-PSD, 
centre-left) and Mr. Trovoada's ADI.

UN's campaign against gender-based violence kicks off in Nigeria

of a 16-day campaign that runs until December 10th, 
Human Rights Day.
"Nothing connects with humanity the way poetry, 

music and drama do and this comes in poetry, it 
comes in music, it comes in drama and these are 
wonderful vehicles and ways for us to reach people 
because these conversations are very serious 
conversations and it's very difficult to get people to talk 
about serious things..."
...but if you can get them through music, through 
drama it's easier for them to understand it while they 
are getting entertained but at the same time, it's 
touching the core of their humanity then it's getting 
their attention", said author and inclusion advocate, 
Uri Ngozi-Chukwuka.
The director of the stage play took inspiration from a 
Broadway show she saw called 'For Colored Girls'.
"When I started the work, I wasn't aware of how 
powerful the work was, but it's gone on for almost nine 
years, which means it's working. Then the other thing 
that tells me it's working is that people come back. So, 
in the lobby, you hear people say, 'this is my fifth time 
and then you hear somebody say five? Is it only five? 
My own is eleven, you know what I mean? So, people 
come back to see the show and people come back to 
see a show when it's more than entertainment", 
admits stage director, Ifeoma Fafunwa.
One of the main actors in the play believes it is a 
rewarding role as it carries a sense of responsibility 
and duty.
"Being a part of the show it's a different small bit of 
feelings. It's rewarding, it's exciting, it also gives you 
that sense of duty that responsibility has been handed 
to you and you have to carry out", said actor Zara 
Udofia Ejoh.
Nigeria, Africa's most populous nation with an 
estimated 200 million people, has always publicised 
issues around gender-based violence.

Actresses performs during a stage play HEAR WORD! to mark the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence in Lagos, Nigeria, 
Friday, Nov. 25, 2022.  -  Copyright © africanews Sunday Alamba/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved

 Comoros court sentences former president Sambi to life in prison

Sao Tome and Principe: Four dead in the coup attempt

Police patrol the street on New Year's Day in the city of Sao Tome, 1 January 2018  -  
Copyright © africanews RUTH MCDOWALL/AFP or licensors

Somalia: 4 dead in the siege of a hotel attacked by Shebabs

Headquarters of a hotel in Mogadishu  -  Copyright © africanews AFP
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