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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

residential hopeful, and chosen Labour Party 

Pcandidate, Peter Obi held a campaign rally 
Wednesday (Nov 23) in Ibadan, south west 

Nigeria.
Large crowds gathered in the Oyo state capital to attend 
the electoral meeting.
Ahead of the February 2023 vote, Obi promised to bring 
about positive change.
"Let me assure you, the government we intend to form will 
be building a new Nigeria, it will be beginning a Nigeria 
where Nigerians will be proud to say we are Nigerians 
because we will secure and unite Nigeria."
There was a voter base of 84,004,084 for the 2019 

election and the electoral commission hoped to add at 
least 20 million new voters.
Insecurity, the economy and the fight against corruption 
will be key election factors.
"Both of us we will fight corruption, corruption is killing the 
future of youth of Nigeria because people are stealing 
money that could be used to develop Nigeria. I and Baba-
Ahamed go and check our history we are wealth 
creators," Obi told the cheering crowds.
Seventeen other candidates are running for the top job, 
including Bola Tinubu of the All Progressives Congress 
party and Rabiu Kwankwaso of the New Nigeria Peoples 
Party.

n the road to Zelfen, Tunisia, fields of prickly pear 

Otrees stretch as far as the eye can see: this plant is 
a "godsend" for this deprived region thanks to the 

anti-wrinkle oil that is extracted from it, which is very 
popular in cosmetics.
"Here is the capital of the prickly pear," says Mohamed 
Rochdi Bannani proudly. It is one of the first in Tunisia to 
have invested in the processing of the seeds of the fruits 
of this cactus, to produce the precious and expensive oil - 
350 euros per liter - increasingly sought after 
internationally for its anti-aging properties.
Owner of 420 hectares of certified organic fair trade 
prickly pear trees in Zelfen (central west), he produces 
2,000 liters per year of oil from fig seeds, 95% of which is 
exported.
"This fruit has changed my life and that of the region. It has 
created wealth in an area where the prickly pear was a 
symbol of poverty," confided to AFP Mr. Bannani, 52, 
surveying his field at the end of the harvest period.
Zelfen, in the heart of the governorate of Kasserine 
characterized by a poverty rate of 33% and 20% 
unemployment, has found with this fruit a source of local 
development.
About 30,000 hectares, including 3,000 hectares of 
organic fig trees, are cultivated in this small town 
bordering Algeria.
The sector employs more than 5,000 people, according to 
Boubaker Raddaoui, in charge of the sector for the Market 
Access Project for Agri-Food and Terroir Products 
(PAMPAT), supported by the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO).
"Attractiveness"
Tunisia ranks fifth in the world in terms of area cultivated 
prickly pear for commercial purposes with 117,771 ha, 
behind Brazil, Mexico, Ethiopia and Morocco.
The North African country,
Nearly 8,000 liters were exported in 2021 for a turnover of 
5 million euros, according to PAMPAT, which, since 2013, 
trains producers and helps them to organize in 
professional circuits.

"Exports jumped by 50% between 2019 and 2021, which 
shows us the attractiveness of the sector and the increase 
in demand from one year to another," Raddaoui said.
The dynamism of the sector is such that the country has 
gone from five processing companies (mainly focused on 
oil) in the early 2000s to 55 in 2021, including 11 in the 
region of Zelfen, organized into cooperatives.
"Before, everyone wanted to leave (the region). Today, it is 
history thanks to the oil," says Hamza Rochdi, a young 
farmer who cultivates the 40 hectares of family land.
"Thanks to the growing interest in this fruit, our working 
conditions have improved," says Hanane Messaoudi, 
who has been picking figs for seven years and is now paid 
the minimum wage (nearly 500 dinars per month, about 
150 euros).
"Not very demanding"
The prickly pear has the added advantage of not fearing 
the arid soil, for a country where water is becoming rarer, 
as in the entire region.
Tunisia has fallen well below the threshold of water 
shortage, estimated at 1,700 m3 per capita, with only 428 
m3 per capita per year, according to the latest official 
figures dating from 2004.
"The prickly pear is undemanding, adapts to several types 
of soil and consumes little water. It is an ecological boon," 
said Raddaoui.
In the footsteps of Zelfen, other regions are interested in 
this culture, like Nabeul (northeast) and Kairouan (center).
This craze has its limits, however, because of difficulties in 
entering very dynamic markets such as Japan or South 
Korea.
For the moment, Mohamed Rochdi Bannani transforms 
only 20% of his annual production (20,000 tons of fruit) 
into oil because of "marketing problems. "The markets are 
not 100% open," he regrets.
In addition, even if it is sold at a high price in the form of 
cosmetics, "the oil of prickly pear is expensive to 
produce," notes Salim Benmiled, who created in 2020 a 
processing plant in Thala, near Zelfen.
Africanews with AFP 

anzania has begun rationing electricity due to a 

Tdrop in hydroelectric output after a severe drought, 
the national power company said Wednesday 

(November 24), with some areas facing nine-hour 
blackouts.
The East African country can produce nearly 1,695 
megawatts of power from hydroelectricity and natural gas, 
among other sources.
But it is currently facing a shortfall of 300 to 350 
megawatts, said Maharage Chande, managing director of 
Tanesco, the national power company.
"There are two main reasons for the drop in production: a 
prolonged drought and ongoing maintenance of certain 
sites," he told reporters in the economic capital Dar es 
Salaam.

The site of Kihansi for example, in the region of Morogoro 
(south-east), has seen its production capacity fall from 
180 megawatts to only 17 megawatts. 
Tanzania has been trying to increase its hydroelectricity 
production in recent years, thanks in particular to the 
construction of the controversial Julius Nyerere Dam in 
the Selous Reserve, which was supposed to produce 
around 2,100 megawatts.
Like its neighbors, the country has experienced low 
rainfall and a delayed rainy season, forcing authorities to 
impose water rationing in Dar es Salaam last month.
The situation is even more dramatic in Kenya, Ethiopia, 
and Somalia, which are facing the worst drought in 
decades.

he world has gathered for the world's biggest 

Tfestival in Qatar, the FIFA World Cup 2022 which is 
witnessing 32 teams from across the world battle it 

out for the heavyweight undisputed title as the world cup 
winner.
Like every other four years, the spotlight is on the players, 
the technical staff, officiating departments, referees, and 
assistants, not forgetting the various fans who also play a 
very integral role in the tournament.
In all of this, presidential diplomacy plays a major role.
According to reports, over 20 heads of state were present 
at the opening event on Sunday (November 20) at Al Bayt 
stadium where the opening match between host Qatar 
and Ecuador took place with the host looking to 2-0, 
Ghanaweb.com reported.
This article narrows down on the number of African 
presidents that are currently present in Qatar to witness 
the global event.

Ghana's president Nana Akufo Addo is the latest African 
president to have arrived in Qatar ahead of the Black 
Stars' opening game with Portugal.
According to reports, presidents Paul Kagame of Rwanda 
and Mack Sall of Senegal were officially invited by the 
Qatari government to take part in the opening event.
Macky Sall was reported to have stayed to witness the 
Monday, November 21 game between Senegal and 
Netherlands which the African champions lost after two 
late goals.
President George Weah had announced his trip to Qatar 
to spend some nine days. He was at the stadium to watch 
the game between the United States and Wales. For him, 
his interest was to watch his American son play at the 
tournament.
The world cup is still in its initial stages, and it is likely 
more African presidents and officials will turn up to 
witness the event.

Nigeria: Presidential hopeful Peter Obi holds campaign rally

Labour Party's Presidential candidate Peter Obi (2nd L), flanked by wife Margaret (2nd R) and his running 
mate Yusuf Datti Baba-Ahmed (R), on Nov 23, 2022.  -  Copyright © africanews SAMUEL ALABI/AFP or licensors

Tanzania begins rationing electricity due to drought

Samia Suluhu Hassan  -  Copyright © africanews Patrick Semansky/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved.

n Wednesday (Nov 23), Zimbabwean president 

OEmmerson Mnangagwa officially opened the Fifth 
Session of the Ninth Parliament of Zimbabwe.

He delivered his State of the Nation address in a newly 
built Parliament. The multimillion-dollar building was 

gifted by the Asian economic giant China.
Mnangagwa called for peace as the country prepares for 
general elections.
"Political players seeking the people's mandate during 
the upcoming 2023 harmonized general elections must 

Zimbabwe: President calls for peace ahead of general elections

Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa delivers his State of the Nation Address at the new 
Parliament building in Mt Hampden, on Nov, 23, 2022.  -  Copyright © africanews STR/AP

maintain and consolidate the current peace, unity, 
harmony, and love that we have built."
In late October, Zimbabwe's ruling party, ZANU-PF, 
endorsed the president as the sole party candidate ahead 
of next year's polls. 
80-year-old, Emmerson Mnangagwa, came to power in 
2017 after toppling long-time ruler Robert Mugabe in a 
coup backed by the army.
Speaking before lawmakers, Mnangagwa also reiterated 
calls for an end to economic sanctions.
"The need for the unconditional removal of sanctions 

which have constrained socio-economic growth for 
decades remains urgent and imperative," he pleaded.
The UN Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of 
unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human 
rights issued a  in October recommending: the report
"lifting unilateral sanctions in line with the principles of 
international law". 
As well as "avoiding de-risking policies and over 
compliance in accordance with the due diligence rule; 
and engaging in meaningful structured discussions on 
political reform, the rule of law and human rights."

The four African presidents currently in Qatar for the 2022 World Cup

Top L- Macky Sall, Top R- Paul Kagame, Down L- Nana Addo, and George Weah  -  Copyright © africanews AP

Tunisia prickly pear producers 
predict cacti cosmetics cash-in

https://twitter.com/africanews
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/report-special-rapporteur-negative-impact-unilateral-coercive-measures-enjoyment-human-rights-alena-douhan-her-visit-zimbabwe-ahrc5133add2
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