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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

he Executive Board of the International Monetary 
Fund approved on Monday (Nov 21) a Tdisbursement of US$88.327 million to Malawi 

under the Food Shock Window of the Rapid Credit 
Facility.
The country became the first low-income nation to receive 
financing under this new mechanism. 
It provides, for a year, a channel for emergency Fund 
financing to member countries that have urgent balance 
of payment needs due to acute food insecurity, a sharp 
increase in their food import bill, or a shock to their cereal 
exports.
Malawi is one of the 48 countries the IMF identified as 

worst affected by the global food crisis aggravated by the 
war in Ukraine.
The news comes days after the IMF Executive Board 
approved a Staff-Monitored Program. 
This informal agreement with the IMF should enable the 
Malawian authorities to build a track record of policy 
implementation before it possibly implements an IMF-
supported program.
The deputy managing director and acting chair of the IMF 
executive board strongly invited the authorities to "to 
swiftly implement [its] debt restructuring strategy", with 
the aim "to bring Malawi back to moderate risk of debt 
distress in the medium term."

vory Coast and Ghana, the world's two largest cocoa 
producers, noted Monday "efforts" by some Imanufacturers to better pay producers, after giving 

them an ultimatum earlier this month.
In a joint statement, the national cocoa management 
bodies of the two countries, as well as the Ivory Coast-
Ghana Cocoa Initiative (CIGCI), created to guarantee a 
minimum income to farmers, "noted the efforts made by 
some companies and their willingness to find solutions 
together for a sustainable production of cocoa that places 
producers at the heart of this strategy.
They "encourage all manufacturers to take action and 
show that they sincerely believe in sustainable cocoa 
production".
For several weeks, Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana reproached 
the chocolate manufacturers for not paying the decent 
income differential (DRD), a premium of 400 dollars (390 
euros) per ton, introduced in 2019 to ensure a decent 
income for farmers.
They had given the industry until November 20 to meet 
their commitments, threatening to "ban access to 
plantations to make crop forecasts" and "suspend 
sustainability programs.
These programs, aimed at fighting deforestation and child 
labor, allow manufacturers to claim that their chocolate is 
sustainably produced, a criterion often favored by 
consumers.
But Monday, the producer countries announced to 

continue discussions and the establishment of "a working 
group of experts" who will provide "recommendations by 
the end of the first quarter of 2023 to find sustainable 
solutions.
Questioned on the subject at a press conference, Ivorian 
Prime Minister Patrick Achi hoped that an "intelligent 
compromise" would be found.
"The solution is to process 100% of our cocoa" in Côte 
d'Ivoire, he continued. Currently, about a quarter of 
Ivorian cocoa is processed locally.
Ivory Coast's cocoa, which accounts for 45% of global 
production, accounts for 14% of the country's GDP and 
feeds 24% of the population of this country of about 27 
million people.
Côte d'Ivoire is also considered a major regional 
destination for child trafficking from neighboring countries 
to work on its crops.
Many farm families still face persistent poverty on less 
than a dollar a day, a situation that is one of the factors 
contributing to child labor on cocoa farms.
But according to Matthias Lange, executive director of the 
International Cocoa Initiative (ICI), a Swiss foundation 
created by the chocolate industry to fight child labor, "a lot 
of progress has been made."
Mr. Lange praised the establishment of the Child Labor 
Monitoring and Remediation System (CLMS), "a 
mechanism that has reduced child labor by 35% in three 
years and has helped remove several tens of thousands 
of children from the plantations," he said.

he Moroccan opponent 
Mohamed Ziane, former Tpresident of the Rabat 

Bar and Minister of Human 
Rights between 1995 and 
1996, was arrested and 
imprisoned Monday evening 
after being sentenced on 
appeal to three years in prison, 
a judicial source and his son 
said.
"He was transferred to the 
prison of El Arjat (near Rabat). 
He was not even legally 
notified (of his conviction) and 
never appeared," Ali Reda 
Ziane, a lawyer defending his 
father, told AFP.
"He was convicted (by the 
Court of Appeal in Rabat) for all 
possible and imaginable charges, it is an aberration that I 
have never seen," protested the opponent's son.
In a statement, the prosecutor's office then confirmed that 
"the services of the competent judicial police, and on the 
instructions of the Public Prosecutor's Office, have 
arrested the person concerned and have imprisoned him 
in the execution of the provisions of the appeal decision.
Before his arrest, Mohamed Ziane told AFP on Monday 
that he had "never received a summons to appear before 
the Court of Appeal", assuring that "he is being tried 
because of his opinions".
His son denounced "a spiral against my father since he 
took a stand in favor of the +Hirak+ of the Rif", a powerful 
social movement that agitated this Berber mountainous 
region of northern Morocco in 2016-2017.
A famous lawyer in Morocco, Mohamed Ziane, 79, also 
defended Taoufik Bouachrine, an opposition media boss 
imprisoned since 2018 after being sentenced to 15 years 
in prison for "sexual assaults" against eight women, 
charges he has always denied, denouncing "a political 
trial."
Mr. Ziane was prosecuted under a complaint from the 
Moroccan Ministry of Interior, for eleven counts, including 
"contempt of public officials and justice", "insult against a 
constituted body", "defamation", "adultery" or "sexual 
harassment".
- Faked" video -
He was sentenced on February 23 to three years in prison 
and a fine of 5,000 dirham (470 euros) but was left free.
In a statement, the Moroccan Committee for the Support 
of Prisoners of Conscience said it was "extremely 

shocked" by Ziane's arrest.
"His appeal trial was held in a single hearing, without 
giving Barrister Ziane the opportunity to defend himself. 
The court did not hear him or his defense," criticized this 
collective of human rights defenders in Morocco.
"He was arrested by more than twenty plainclothes police 
officers who burst into his office (...), without presenting 
any judicial decision, which is a flagrant violation of the 
code of criminal procedure, the Constitution, and 
international conventions," the NGO lamented.
Founder of the Moroccan Liberal Party (PML) and a senior 
government official, Mr. Ziane is known for his critical 
statements against the government, mainly the Moroccan 
intelligence services.
In November 2020, the former Rabat barrister accused 
the security services of "rigging" a video that 
compromised an interview between him and a married 
client in a hotel room.
The video had been broadcast by a Moroccan web-tv, 
which caused a stir on social networks.
At the time, Mr. Ziane accused the head of the police and 
domestic intelligence, Abdelatif Hammouchi, of being 
responsible for "faking" the images.
Mohamed Ziane was Minister of Human Rights between 
1995 and 1996. Close to the circles of power, he was also 
the government's lawyer in the 1990s. In recent years, he 
has become famous for his outspokenness toward the 
Moroccan security apparatus.
Africanews with AFP 

he International Monetary Fund and South Sudan 
have reached a staff-level agreement for the Trelease of about $112.7 million in emergency 

financing.
"This emergency financing under the new Food Shock 
Window will help South Sudan address food insecurity, 
support social spending, and boost international 
reserves," the IMF said in a statement on Tuesday 
(November 22).
The IMF's executive board will approve the financing in 
the coming weeks, the fund said.
In early November, United Nations agencies said up to 7.8 
million people in South Sudan, two-thirds of the 
population, may face severe food shortages during next 

year's April-to-July lean season due to floods, drought, 
and conflict.
On Tuesday, the IMF put the number of people 
experiencing severe food insecurity at an estimated 8.3 
million.
"The combination of continued localized conflict, four 
consecutive years of severe flooding, and the rising price 
of staple commodities from Russia's war in Ukraine has 
increased the number of people experiencing severe food 
insecurity," it said.
South Sudan erupted into civil war shortly after getting 
independence from Sudan in 2011 and while a peace 
agreement signed four years ago is largely holding, the 
transitional government has been slow to unify

quatorial Guinea's President 
has taken the lead in Sunday's Epresidential election.

The Interior Minister unveiled the 
provisional results Monday (Nov 21).
In this race for a sixth seven-year 
term, Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo has so far obtained 44.2 % 
of the votes cast in nearly half of the 
country's polling stations.
He is Africa's longest-serving 
president and the world longest 
serving head of state today except 
for monarchs.
His contenders Andrés Esono Ondo 
of the CPDS party and former ally 
Buenaventura Monsuy Asumu of the 
PCSD each got 1.34% and 0.35% of the vote.
The final results of the one-round election will be 
announced on November 26.
Obiang's ruling Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea 
(PDGE) holds 99 of the 100 seats in the outgoing National 
Assembly and all 55 seats in the Senate, which are also 
up for re-election. Sunday's polls included municipal 
elections.

Over 400,000 people registered to vote in the country of 
about 1.5 million.
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo aged 80 took the 
reins of the country in a coup in 1979.

Ivory Coast and Ghana note progress 
in making buyers pay cocoa premiums

Sylvain N'goran , who has been a cocoa farmer for the past 17 years, holds cocoa beans ...  -  
Copyright © africanews Diomande Bleblonde/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved

IMF, South Sudan in pact for emergency funds of $112.7 mln

he International Monetary Fund seal is pictured at IMF Headquarters September 30, ...  -  
Copyright © africanews ZACH GIBSON/AFP or licensors

Malawi gets $88.3M from IMF under 'food shock' loan window

Equatorial Guinea: Incumbent president takes lead in election

Equatorial Guinea's President Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo speaks after casting his ballot, on November 

20, 2022.  -  Copyright © africanews SAMUEL 
OBIANG/AFP or licensors

he Malian junta announced Monday evening that it 
would ban the activities of all non-governmental Torganizations financed or supported by France, 

including those operating in the humanitarian field.
This decision is likely to affect many NGOs that France 
has continued to support despite the abrupt deterioration 
in relations between the two countries for more than a 
year.
The interim Prime Minister, Colonel Abdoulaye Maiga, 
justified the decision in a statement posted on social 
networks by the recent announcement by France that it 
had suspended its official development assistance to 
Mali.
The French Foreign Ministry had cited the use of the 
Russian paramilitary group Wagner by Malian authorities.
The junta, which came to power by force in August 2020, 
has consistently denied having used this company, 
whose actions have been criticized in several countries. It 
speaks of Russian army instructors deployed in the name 
of a former collaboration between the two countries.
The Quai d'Orsay had specified that France maintained 
its "humanitarian aid" and some support to Malian civil 

society organizations.
Colonel Maiga denounced in his 
statement "fanciful allegations" and 
a "subterfuge intended to deceive 
and manipulate national and 
international public opinion for the 
purpose of destabilization and 
isolation of Mali.
"As a result, the transitional 
government has decided to ban, with 
immediate effect, all activities carried 
out by NGOs operating in Mali with 
funding or with material or technical 
support from France, including in the 
humanitarian field," it said.
A multitude of NGOs are working in 
Mali in the fields of health, food or 
education. The poor, landlocked 

country has been facing the spread of jihadism and 
violence of all kinds since 2012, but also a serious political 
and humanitarian crisis. Hundreds of thousands of people 
are displaced by the conflict.
Since May 2021 and a second coup d'état that 
consolidated their grip, the colonels have turned away 
from France, which was pushed out and whose last 
soldier left the country in August after nine years of 
engagement against the jihadists alongside the Malian 
army. The colonels have turned militarily and 
diplomatically to Moscow.
A group of NGOs, including CCFD Terre-Solidaire, 
Handicap International, Médecins du Monde, and Oxfam, 
had expressed concern about France's suspension of its 
aid.
Recipients of a large part of this funding, these NGOs 
were alarmed in a letter to President Emmanuel Macron 
that the withdrawal of such funding would lead to "the 
cessation of essential, even vital activities (...) for the 
benefit of populations in situations of great fragility or 
poverty".
They pointed out that 7.5 million Malians were in need of 
assistance, "or more than 35% of the population", and that 
Mali was ranked 184th on the Human Development Index.

Mali bans NGOs funded or supported by France
 

Malian newly appointed Prime Minister Abdoulaye 
Idrissa Maiga looks on during the ....  -  Copyright © 

africanews HABIBOU KOUYATE/AFP or licensors

Famous Moroccan lawyer and former human rights minister jailed

Mohamed Ziane, the lawyer of Moroccan newspaper 
publisher and journalist ...  -  Copyright © africanews 

FADEL SENNA/AFP or licensors
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