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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

 long-awaited report on an alleged 
corruption scandal targeted at South AAfrican President Cyril Ramaphosa a 

month before a crucial deadline for his political 
future, will be examined on December 6, the 
parliament announced Thursday.
An independent parliamentary committee was 
tasked in September with examining President 
Ramaphosa's accountability in the 2020 case and 
issuing findings that could lead to a possible vote 
for his impeachment.
"The parliamentary committee met this morning. 
The date for the submission of the report was 
extended to November 30. It was decided that the 
National Assembly would examine this report on 
December 6," ten days before the congress of the 
historic ruling party, the ANC, parliamentary 
spokesman Moloto Mothapo told AFP.
The parliamentary recess that was supposed to 
start on December 1 has been postponed to 
consider the report, which was originally due by 
Thursday.
The African National Congress (ANC) must meet 
from December 16 to choose whether or not to 
invest Mr. Ramaphosa's candidate for a second 
term in the presidential election of 2024, re-
electing him president of the party.
The successor to Jacob Zuma, who was forced to 

resign in 2018 after a series of scandals, the 
current president is expected to tackle the 
corruption front that he has vowed to eradicate.
According to a complaint filed in June by former 
South African intelligence chief Arthur Fraser, 
burglars broke into a farm owned by the president 
in Phala Phala, in the country's northeast, in 
February 2020. They found large sums of money 
in cash.
Cyril Ramaphosa is accused of concealing the 
robbery from the police and the money from the tax 
authorities, organizing the kidnapping and 
interrogation of the robbers, and then bribing them 
to keep quiet.
The President, who was repeatedly attacked on 
the subject during heated sessions in the 
Assembly, denied the accusations, questioning 
the amounts mentioned and maintaining that the 
money found was in fact from the sale of livestock. 
He also denounced the political aims of his 
opponents.
In South Africa, the impeachment of the head of 
state is subject to a two-thirds majority vote in the 
National Assembly. The ANC led by Cyril 
Ramaphosa holds more than two-thirds of the 
seats.
Africanews with AFP 

he World Health Organization (WHO) 
announced on Wednesday that three trial Tvaccines for Ebola will arrive in Uganda next 

week.
The announcement was made during the G20 
meeting in Indonesia.
"Today I'm pleased to announce that the WHO 
committee of external experts, has evaluated 
three candidate vaccines and agreed that all three 
should be included in the planned trial in Uganda. 
WHO and Uganda's minister of health has 
conceded and accepted the committee's 
recommendation. We expect that the first dose of 
vaccines to be shipped to Uganda next week", 
announced Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 

Director-General.
An Ebola outbreak in Uganda was declared in late 
September. Since then, Ebola claimed at least 55 
deaths.
"We hope - I dearly hope - that this epidemic goes 
away. And this epidemic is controllable without 
vaccines, it's clear that we can get containment 
without vaccines. But it's also clear from the 
Congo experience that you can get to control 
much quicker using effective vaccines and that's 
where the answers we need to get", said Michael 
Ryan, WHO health emergencies director.
Two of the three trial vaccines were developed in 
the UK, the third trial vaccine comes from the US.

a l i  ga ined 
independencMe  f r o m  

France in 1960, yet 
even today French is 
the  language o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  
business, used on 
road signs and in 
state TV broadcasts.
But on Bamako's 
streets, French is 
rarely heard, and out 
in the bush even less 
so.
Mali has scores of its 
own languages -- 
which is why, for 
some, it rankles that 
the tongue of the 
former colonial ruler 
is the only official 
language.
A few lines in the 
c o u n t r y ' s  d r a f t  
constitution are now 
fanning cal ls for 
change, albeit at the cost of reminding the West 
African nation of some of its many problems.
"It's been 60 years since independence -- is it 
normal that French is our only official language?" 
asked Ali Guindo, a resident of the capital 
Bamako.
"We have lots of languages here in Mali," he said 
outside his home in Torokorobougou district. "It 
would be good to cement them in our official 
culture."
The debate has been sparked by the unveiling last 
month of a draft constitution, billed by the ruling 
junta as crucial for saving Mali from jihadist 
insurgents.
As in the 1992 constitution it is designed to 
replace, the charter identifies French as the 
"language of official expression."
But, in a change, it also says local languages are 
"intended to become official languages."
More than 70 languages are spoken in Mali, a 
deeply poor Sahel nation with a fast-growing 
population of some 21 million.
Of these 13 are recognised as "national" 
languages but French is the only official one, 
meaning that it is used for government and 
regulatory business, said Amadou Salifou Guindo, 
a specialist in sociolinguistics.
Among the major local languages, Songhay and 
Tamashek are widely spoken in the north; Fulfulde 
in central areas by the Fulani, an ethnic group also 
known as Peul; Bambara predominates in 
Bamako; and in the country's far south, Senufo 
and Soninke prevail.
- Difficult debate -
The few words in the proposed Article 31 have now 
fired up discussion, from TV talk shows to chats 
over tea in informal get-togethers known as grins.
Among the questions: is it time to elevate 
vernacular languages to the status of official 
tongues? If so, which ones? And how can this be 
achieved?
But these questions also have swirling 
undercurrents.
One is Mali's relationship with France, the 
country's traditional ally, which has hit rock-bottom 
since the junta came to power in August 2020.

Some have used the bust-up to seize on Article 31 
as a means to phase out French and make 
Bambara, the most-used language in Bamako, the 
official one instead.
But to do so touches on the sensitive question of 
national identity, potentially alienating speakers of 
other languages.
"Malians are afraid of an official language being 
imposed to the detriment of others," said Guindo 
the linguist.
Another problem is rather more basic: teaching 
children to read and write in their local languages, 
which are rooted in oral traditions.
Tech support: A woman uses a dictionary app to 
help her type a message in Bambara on her 
smartphone
Under former president Moussa Traore who was 
ousted in 1991, experimental schools were set up 
that taught in vernacular languages.
The "revolutionary" idea foundered on a lack of 
state investment, and the schools came to be seen 
by parents and teachers as second class, writer 
and publisher Ismaila Samba Traore said.
- French dominates -
Local languages are still being taught, but on a 
small scale.
At the languages faculty at the University of 
Bamako, department head Mahamadou Kounta 
teaches Bambara to around 20 students.
The work, he says, is akin to sowing seed.
"When our students graduate, they will be able to 
read and write in the national languages and they 
in turn will be able to work to perpetuate them."
Traore, who runs a publishing company called La 
Sahelienne, has been in business for 30 years.
He is one of the few publishers in Mali to bring out 
books in local languages -- typically educational 
works ordered by international NGOs.
O the r  t han  tha t ,  pub l i sh ing  rema ins  
overwhelmingly in French.
Changing the constitution will not by itself alter 
habits that have been entrenched for decades, 
Traore admitted.
"Certain processes cannot be achieved from one 
day to the other -- you have to let things incubate," 
he said.

ong viewed as a multicultural and inclusive 
nation, Canada admitted recently that its Limmigration system is tinged with racism and 

concern has risen over high rejection rates for 
African students.
"I have met people who have had their visas 
refused more than five times," says Serge 
Nouemssi, white coat and pipette in hand.
Originally from Cameroon, the 33-year-old biology 
student has been working on his doctorate for 
more than three years in a laboratory at the 
University of Quebec at Trois-Rivieres (UQTR).
Surrounded by greenery, the campus located 
halfway between Montreal and Quebec City hosts 
more than 15,000 students, including the largest 
proportion of Africans in the province -- 65 percent 
of international students.
But "we have seen rejections of up to 80 percent of 
applicants coming from Africa," says the school's 
rector, Christian Blanchette, who noted it has been 
an ongoing problem "for several years."
In a report quietly released at the end of 
September, the national immigration department 
said it "recognizes the presence of racism in 
Canada and within our own organization."
According to federal data, Quebec is the Canadian 
province with the highest rejection rate of African 
students -- around 70 percent from French-
speaking African nations between 2017 and 2021.
The data says applications from France, Britain or 
Germany to study in Quebec are almost always 
accepted -- approximately a 90 percent approval 
rate.
'Absurd' refusals
As well as having to pay tuition ranging on average 
from Can$17,000 (US$12,750) to Can$19,000 per 
academic year to study in Quebec and rising up to 
Can$50,000, African students must also provide 
financial guarantees.
"For us Africans, generally they (immigration 
officials) insist on proof of financial means" to be 
able to afford to live and study in Canada, explains 
Nouemssi.
"There are cases where we have demonstrated 
financial resources that were close to one million 
dollars," explains Caroline Turcotte-Brule, an 
immigration lawyer. "The agent replied that our 
client did not have enough financial resources."

"I have the impression that it's a bit random," she 
adds, specifying that the reason for refusal is often 
the same: "a fear that the person will not return to 
his country of origin after" his studies.
"It's a bit of hypocrisy," said Krishna Gagne, 
another lawyer who notes that students have the 
legal right to consider staying in Canada after their 
studies.
Ottawa has even been encouraging foreign 
students to do so as it rolled out incentives in 
recent months in order to help deal with a labor 
shortage.
Sitting at her desk in a small laboratory at the end 
of a maze of underground corridors, Imene Fahmi 
says that she had to try twice before being able to 
come and study in Quebec.
"I encountered a lot of difficulties", explains the 
Algerian-born doctor, who was refused the first 
time because the program she'd chosen was "not 
related to her previous studies," even though she 
had been aggressively recruited by her future 
research director.
She had to apply a second time and wait eight 
months before finally getting approvals.
"In regards to immigration, there doesn't seem to 
be an understanding of the nuances and 
backgrounds of certain students, so we have 
refusals which are a bit absurd," her research 
supervisor Mathieu Piche says, unable to hide his 
frustrations.
Refusals and delays have consequences on the 
students but also "on the work of the teachers," he 
adds.

The problem does not only affect students. In July, 
Canada faced a backlash over its denials of visas 
for hundreds of delegates, including Africans, that 
were to attend the AIDS 2022 conference in 
Montreal.
In its September report, the government promised 
better training for its immigration agents, consider 
creating an ombudsman post to manage disputes 
and review its much maligned case processing 
software.
Those efforts are welcomed by Turcotte-Brule, but 
she underscores that there has been "a problem of 
systemic racism for a long time" in Canada and 
that "it will not be resolved overnight.”

'Systemic racism'?

 WHO announces clinical trials 
of Ebola vaccine in Uganda

African students face discrimination 
in battle for Canada visas

 Ramaphosa's alleged corruption 
report to be examined on December 6

Language proposal stirs thorny debate in troubled Mali



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times8



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times9



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times10



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times11



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times12



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times13



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times14



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times15



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times16



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times17



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times18



Friday,  Nov. 18, 2022.  Concord Times19




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

