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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

n eastern DRC, rumours of an imminent 
advancement of the M23 rebels have sent Iscores of people fleeing towards the city of 

Goma on Tuesday.
"It hurts us a lot to see that we are still fleeing, we 
have fled from Kibumba, and now we are fleeing 
again from here, we are heading to Goma. We 
were told that the M23 was a few metres away, 
that's why we are worried because we were told 
that one person was killed here", said Alexis 
Bahunga, one of the displaced.
The arrival of the displaced in Goma coincided 
with a visit to the region of peace mediator former 
Kenyan president Uhuru Kenyatta who appealed 
for dialogue.
"People are now becoming displaced in their own 
country, what I have to say, no matter what our 
differences are, even if we have our problems, 
please let us stop this war, these children, these 
mothers, these old men who don't know why 

people are fighting let us have mercy on them, let 
us stop this war and start dialogue", said Uhuru 
Kenyatta, former president of Kenya and peace 
mediator. 
The M23 rebels, whom Congo accuses of 
receiving support from neighbouring Rwanda, 
have more than doubled the territory they hold in 
recent weeks as they've grabbed control of several 
key towns.
I ask you to remain calm and to return to your 
business freely. I would like to reassure you that 
the loyalist forces (Congolese Armed Forces, Ed.) 
are performing well in the field of operations and 
are containing the enemy in the heights of 
Kibumba", reassured General Constant Ndima, 
military governor of North Kivu.
Rwanda denies any involvement. 
The M23 rebels signed a peace agreement with 
the government but re-emerged late last year, 
saying the terms had not been met.

he UN's new special envoy for Libya warned 
Tuesday that the first anniversary of the postponed Telections was fast approaching and that further 

postponement of the polls could lead the country to even 
greater instability, putting it "at risk of partition.
Abdoulaye Bathily told the U.N. Security Council that the 
October 2020 ceasefire still held despite escalating 
rhetoric and the build-up of rival governments' forces in 
the east and west of the country.
Oil-rich Libya plunged into chaos after a NATO-backed 
uprising toppled and killed longtime dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi in 2011. 
In the chaos that followed, the country was divided 
between rival administrations supported by rebel militias 
and foreign governments.
The current political crisis stems from the failure of 
elections on December 24, 2021, and the refusal of Prime 
Minister Abdelhamid Dbeibah - who headed a transitional 
government in the capital, Tripoli - to resign. 
In response, the country's eastern-based parliament 
appointed a rival prime minister, Fathi Bachagha, who 
has been trying for months to install his government in 
Tripoli.
Bathily, a former Senegalese minister and diplomat who 
arrived in Libya in mid-October and has traveled to all 
parts of the country, told the council that he has seen 
Libyans hope for "peace, stability and legitimate 
institutions."
"However, there is a growing recognition that some 
institutional actors are actively impeding progress toward 
elections," he said.
He warned that further prolonging the elections "will make 
the country even more vulnerable to political, economic, 
and security instability" and could risk partition. And he 
urged Security Council members to "join efforts to 
encourage Libyan leaders to work with determination to 
hold elections as soon as possible.
Bathily urged the Council to "send an unequivocal 
message to the obstructionists that their actions will not 
go without consequences."

He said the Security Council must make it clear that 
ending the ceasefire and resorting to violence and 
intimidation "will not be accepted and that there is no 
military solution to the Libyan crisis."
Russia requested this preparatory meeting and its deputy 
ambassador, Dmitry Polyansky, described the situation in 
the country as "very tense" and "rather unstable", with no 
sign of an end to the rival governments soon.
This "means that there will be no inclusive national 
elections or unification of Libyan state bodies in the short 
term," he said.
Mr. Polyansky warned that "the situation risks getting out 
of control under the influence of the divergent interests of 
external stakeholders.
He accused Western nations, especially the United 
States, of prolonging the Libyan crisis by using the 
turbulent situation in the country to pursue their own 
interests, namely unfettered access to Libyan oil.
Polyansky asserts that Western governments have set 
themselves the goal of "turning Libya into a 'gas station' to 
meet their energy needs." And he asserted that the U.S. 
administration "still views the Libyan political process 
solely through the prism of U.S. economic interest ... with 
the aim of preventing the growth of 'black gold' prices."
U.S. Deputy Ambassador Richard Mills countered by 
saying, "The United States rejects accusations that 
somehow access to Libyan oil reserves is the cause of the 
political impasse in Libya today."
Referring to Russia, he said the U.S. was dismayed that a 
Council member that violated the U.N. Charter by 
invading and occupying its neighbor continues "to divert 
the attention of this Council with baseless conspiracy 
theories."
"This is simply a failed attempt to shield itself from 
legitimate criticism," Mills said. "Libyan leaders must take 
responsibility for achieving lasting peace, good 
governance, and ultimately prosperity for the Libyan 
people. And the United States stands ready to support 
them."
Africanews with AFP 

igeria's ruling party, All Progressive's Party 
(APC) kicked off the presidential campaign Nin Jos (Plateau State) on Tuesday for the 

elections to be held at the end of February 2023.
The party's presidential candidate promised hope 
to the country's youth.
"To you, the youth, we made a promise that today 
may be difficult but hope is not lost. We won't let 
you down", said APC presidential candidate, Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu. 
In his speech, Tinubu praised the achievements of 
current President, Muhammadu Buhari, promising 

a bright future for all Nigerians.
"Nigeria will be well and our hope will renew 
again", promised the presidential candidate. 
There are a total of 18 candidates in the 
presidential elections but only four have a realistic 
chance of shaping the outcome of the scrutiny: 
Bola Tinubu of the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC); Atiku Abubakar of the main 
opposition People's Democratic Party (PDP); 
Peter Obi of the Labour Party (LP); and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New Nigeria People's 
Party (NNPP).

 group of Senegalese judges can now place some 
convicts or defendants on electronic bracelets Arather than in prison, as the government 

inaugurated the center in Dakar on Tuesday to monitor 
them.
This long-announced judicial device will come into full 
effect "as soon as we have a court decision in this 
direction," an official at the electronic monitoring center 
said.
The government presents the center, opened in the heart 
of the capital, as the first in West Africa. It is capable of 
tracking an individual under an electronic bracelet 
anywhere in the world to within a meter, he said.
The Minister of Justice Ismaïla Madior Fall invited the 
magistrates to "appropriate this new device", the 
electronic bracelet, during the inauguration. They should 
opt for deprivation of liberty "only when it is strictly 
necessary," he said.
Those convicted of rape, pedophilia, and drug trafficking 
are excluded from the scope.

Senegal has been talking about introducing the electronic 
bracelet as an alternative to prison since 2018. It was 
approved in July 2020 by deputies.
The use of this technology has raised reservations among 
justice professionals and rights advocates. 
The reservations relate to the capacity of the judicial 
system in this poor country to apply the measure, the 
unequal access to the means of communication that 
would allow it to be implemented, or the equity between 
those who would benefit from it or not.
Objections also focus on the possible unsuitability of the 
measure to Senegalese mentalities. 
Rights advocates also say that the bracelet should not 
become the solution to the fundamental problem of 
disproportionate use of detention orders.
Human rights defenders regularly denounce the 
conditions of detention and overcrowding in Senegalese 
prisons, the almost systematic use of detention orders, 
and the length of pretrial detention.

 residential building under construction 
collapsed on Tuesday in Kenya's capital, ANairobi.

Construction workers are feared trapped under the 
rubble and rescue operations have begun.
According to witnesses, some people who were 
injured during the collapse are being treated in a 
nearby hospital.
"It was at 2 p.m. when we noticed that the building's 
pillars had begun to crumble. We then started 
screaming to alert the people who were inside the 
building to escape. Some of them managed to 
escape while others did not", said witness John 

Muli. 
In 2015, eight buildings collapsed in Kenya killing 
15 people. 
An audit by the National Construction Authority 
found that 58% of the buildings in Nairobi were 
unfit for living.
Another witness, Isaiah Maina, added that "the 
structure is just poor. Looking at the columns, 
looking at the materials, they are not as they are 
supposed to be."
Building collapses are common in Nairobi, where 
housing is in high demand and unscrupulous 
developers often bypass regulations.

ootball for Schools is kicking off, again. FIFA's 
football youth development programme is Funderway in Ivory Coast, the first West African 

country to host it.
The project was initially launched in 2019 but had to 
be paused due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
It has now been relaunched just before World Cup 
2022 in Qatar.
"The school's football gives us human development, 
gender development, because it is for girls and boys," 
says football coach Adelaide Koudougnon.
Coming back with a budget of $100 million from FIFA, 
the programme aims to get footballs to 700 million 
elementary school children, almost half of the world's 
children aged between 4 and 14.
"The Ivory Coast is the first country in West Africa to 
launch Football for Schools, and the fifth in the CAF 
region, after Mauritania, Djibouti, South Africa and 
Malawi," says Fatimata Sow Sidibe, director of 
Football for Schools.
"With the launch of the Football for Schools 
programme, FIFA has accompanied the FIF (Ivorian 
Football Federation), and the Ministry of National 
Education, with the delivery of about 27,000 balls and 

the launch of the Football for Schools app in French."
The goal is to reach children in the poorest or most 
remote corners of the world.
India alone requires one million balls, which will likely 
have to travel the length and breadth of the country by 
road to reach children at around 10,000 schools.
In total, eleven million Adidas footballs will be sent to 
tens of thousands of schools. Schools will also get 
access to training via a free smartphone app.
Those involved with the project say that changes the 
game because it will allow any teacher to coach with 
the help of dozens of practice sessions designed for 
children.
And it may help find the next generation of talented 
stars.
FIFA believes there's more than half a billion willing 
young children out there who still don't have enough 
contact with the world's most popular game.
"What brings me to sports is when I watch the 
professionals playing, for example, Sadio Mane who 
is my idol and Lionel Messi, who does his dribbling, 
that encourages me, that encourages me to play 
better football," says student and football fan Jean 
Pierre Ano Kouadja.

Nigeria's ruling party APC launches presidential campaign

APC's presidential candidate Bola Ahmed Tinubu 

 Rumours about rebel advances cause 
scramble to safety in eastern DRC

Rescue operations continue after building collapse in Nairobi

Libya: risk of partition with the delay of the elections – UN

 Senegal: judges can place convicts 
under electronic bracelet

 Youth programme plans to send 
11 million footballs to schools
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