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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

rought is no stranger to the 
pastoralist communities of DNorthern Kenya. Dubbed the 

"singing wells," herders here at the 
Ntorobo River in Samburu County take 
turns to dig deep below the bed to give 
water to their cattle.
The water here has a brackish or salty 
taste due to minerals in the soil, but the 
men do their best to persuade their 
herds to drink their fill. The area has 
been ravaged by drought - there has 
been no rainfall for the past three years.
"We are hopeless. I think there are only 
few days left before people begin to die 
since the drought has become 
overwhelming," says 20-year-old herder 
Letoyie Lereshi.
Many herders have lost livestock, one 
lost 30 animals in just two weeks. Water 
scarcity in the region has inspired two 
warring communities, the Borana and the Samburu, to 
call for a ceasefire while seeking to survive. The sworn 
enemies are notorious for cattle rustling activities that 
have often led to deaths in the past. Now, there is a new 
enemy.
"They are sharing this resource not because they like it. It 
is because they have no (choice) otherwise. There is no 
water, and this is the only place with water so this tells us 
that conflict can happen at any time, at any given moment 
here," says Fredick Larapo, a field office coordinator at 
humanitarian NGO Mercy Corps.
According to Timothy Lesigiran, project manager at the 
same organization, the crisis is so dire that the future of 
these communities is now at risk. "If there is no water, 
there is no future. People will die, animals will die, they 
cannot even cook in the evening because there is no 
water so they cannot eat. So, if they don't eat for two to 
three days, they will die," he says.
The ravaging drought and extreme temperatures are 
threatening the lives of 20 million people in the east and 
Horn of Africa. According to William Rex, a senior advisor 
at the International Water Management Institute, 
groundwater is underexploited in Africa. British charity 
WaterAid and the British Geological Survey found that 
Africa has enough groundwater for most countries to get 
through at least five years of drought. The United Nations 

water agency estimates that roughly 400 million people 
across Africa lack access to clean water.
"As climate change increases average temperatures, we 
can expect the amount of water being evaporated from 
surface water to be increasing, and so looking at practical 
ways that we get more water underground more quickly 
so that we can access it later I think this is a really 
important opportunity for us all," says Rex.
"And there are parts in East Africa for example, sand 
dams are popular in rural areas and those are a great way, 
relatively simple technology that communities can use 
themselves to encourage water to sink back into very 
shallow aquifers to make it more accessible during the dry 
season."
Only three percent of the total cultivated land in sub-
Saharan Africa is irrigated, according to the U.N., and only 
five percent of that land is irrigated with groundwater.
While groundwater accounts for 99 percent of all running 
freshwater on Earth, it's often undervalued, mismanaged, 
and overexploited, according to UNESCO. Groundwater 
exploration and construction requires funding, as 
developing countries demand more help at COP27 
climate summit in Egypt.
But people in Samburu can't wait much longer, with many 
herders on the brink.

he British government announced on Monday the 
early withdrawal of its military contingent currently Tdeployed in Mali as part of the UN mission to the 

country.
Behind the decision is the ruling junta's use of the Russian 
paramilitary group Wagner.
According to the Ministry of Defence, the commitment 
was supposed to last three years, but faced with the rising 
instability in the country, London decided to anticipate the 
withdrawal of its troops, who should leave the country in 
the next six months.

France, the main country intervening militarily in Mali, 
notably through the Barkhane force, alongside its 
European partners announced in February their 
withdrawal from the country. The last French soldiers left 
Mali this summer, after nearly a decade.
Almost 300 British soldiers have been in Mali since the 
end of 2020, as part of the deployment of the UN 
peacekeeping mission in the country launched in 2013 
(Minusma, Ed.), aimed in particular at stabilising the 
security situation in a country plagued by jihadist attacks.
Africanews with AFP 

he UN Department of Security is investigating 
allegations of surveillance and misconduct by TEgyptian police toward delegates attending the 

COP27 climate summit in Sharm al-Sheikh.
The German delegation allegedly put forward the 
allegations of surveillance following an event attended by 
the sister of a jailed hunger striker and pro-democracy 
activist Alaa Abdel Fattah.
The representative of Egypt's presidency of the COP27, 
Wael Aboulmagd, rejected the claims.
"I haven't received anything whatsoever from the German 
delegation. I've seen reports in the media; they are mostly 

v a g u e ,  i m p r e c i s e ,  a n d  
inaccurate. Just on the face of it, 
it seems ludicrous, because it's 
an open event, so why would any 
untoward surveillance exist in an 
open event when everyone can 
walk in, everyone can listen, and 
everyone can hear what is going 
on...? So I'd wait before 
commenting on that", said the 
Egyptian representative.
Wael Aboulmagd claimed the 
allegations were a distraction 
from the issues at stake.
"I can tell you that some people 
we've been talking to, said, from 
the developing wor ld,  in  
particular, [they, Ed.] were tired of 
these, apparently, intentional 
distractions from climate issues; 

excessive focus on unfounded allegations, particularly in 
the case, when at the same time they are seeing 
backtracking from many developed countries on some of 
their commitments under the Paris Agreement, and under 
previous decisions that had been taken. This is the 
interpretation of some people looking at it", concluded the 
representative.
New York-based NGO, Human Rights Watch, had 
previously condemned Egypt's "sweeping surveillance" 
plans, which included phone records and the installation 
of cameras in hundreds of taxis in Sharm al-Sheikh.

he UN Security Council voted on Monday to extend 
for another year the UN Peacekeeping mission in Tthe Central African Republic.

The vote was 12 in favour with three abstentions, namely 
those of Russia, China and Gabon.
The French-drafted resolution maintains the robust 
mandate of the 17,500 peacekeeping mission, focusing 
on protecting civilians, whilst encouraging President 
Faustin-Archange Touadera and his government to 
promote lasting peace and stability through a 
reinvigorated political and peace process.

Intercommunal fighting has raged in the mineral-rich but 
impoverished Central African Republic since 2013.
The government controls the capital, but much of the 
country is controlled by armed groups.
The resolution adopted Monday urges all parties to 
respect the ceasefire and urgently implement a 
reconciliation process.
CAR's Foreign Minister Sylvie Valérie Baipo-Temon 
denounced the “an alarming humanitarian situation,” 
adding the country needs a mandate to address the 
armed groups.

Egypt rejects allegations of surveillance at COP27

Kenya: In brutal drought, herders 
look for hope underground

Herdsman bringing out groundwater for his 
cattle  -  Copyright © africanews AFP

DRC activists say industrialised nations 
must pay for for global warming impact

ctivists from around the world took to the 
streets of the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-ASheikh on Monday, where the United Nations 

Climate Conference, COP27, is taking place.
They were calling on industrialised nations to pay for 
global warming's impact on the most vulnerable 
nations. And there was a strong contingent from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
'We wanted to organise this march to show the 
whole world that it is time to react. It is not normal to 
be here without any significant progress, especially 
since we, the DRC, are a climate change solution 
country,' said Héritier Mpiana, deputy director, 
cabinet of the vice-prime minister in charge of 
environment.

Call for help
The group, gathering outside the conference centre 
where the talks are taking place, sang songs calling 
for help for African countries.
Africa is responsible for less than four per cent of 
global gas emissions, but countries on the continent 
are the most vulnerable to climate changes. 
However, experts say they are the least equipped to 
respond to them.
African negotiators have been calling for the delivery 
of promised financing for adaptation and mitigation 
efforts. With the summit concluding on Friday, talks 
are expected to intensify over the next few days in a 
bid to reach a final declaration that is acceptable to 
all delegates. 

 UN Security Council extends peacekeeping mission in CAR

he European Union on Monday granted 100 million 
euros to Tunisia, a country in the midst of a political Tand financial crisis.

The EU support program "aims to support economic 
recovery efforts and to consolidate the progress already 
made in the distribution of social aid to needy citizens and 
businesses," said the EU delegation in Tunisia in a 
statement.
The first immediate disbursement of 40 million euros is 
granted to Tunisia under this program signed by the EU 
Ambassador to Tunisia, Marcus Cornaro, and the 
Minister of Economy and Planning, Samir Said.
The disbursement of the rest of the sum will be made "on 
the basis of effective progress in the implementation of 
structural reforms initiated by Tunisia," according to the 
statement.
"We want to support as best we can the economic 
recovery following the pandemic of COVID-19, and help 
Tunisian households that suffer the consequences of 
Russian aggression against Ukraine on energy and food 

prices," said Cornaro.
According to the statement, this gift "is part of the reforms 
agreed by Tunisia with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for a future program.
Since the revolution of 2011, Tunisia has sunk into 
economic difficulties, aggravated by the Covid-19 
pandemic, with growth at half-mast and very high 
unemployment.
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February deepened the 
crisis in a country highly dependent on grain and fuel 
imports, two sectors where prices are soaring.
Suffocating from a debt exceeding 100% of GDP, Tunisia 
obtained in mid-October an agreement in principle from 
the IMF for a new loan of some two billion dollars to be 
disbursed in installments starting in December.
In return, the government has committed to reforms 
including a gradual lifting of state subsidies for basic 
products (food and energy) and a restructuring of state-
owned companies that have a monopoly in many sectors.

100 million euro EU grant to support reforms in Tunisia

UK announces withdrawal from Mali
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