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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

anufacturing production increased in South 
Africa by 2.9% year-on-year in September, Mafter rising by a revised 1.7 per cent in 

August. with the largest positive contributions made 
by the motor vehicles, parts and accessories and 
other transport equipment according to Statistics 
South Africa. 
Factory production rose 4.9 per cent month on month 
in September. Although, analysts had predicted a 
2.35 per cent fall in annual terms in September and for 
output to be flat month on month.
The largest negative contribution was made by the 
petroleum, chemical products, rubber and plastic 

products division (-9.8% and contributing -2.1 
percentage points).
In recent years, the Eskom load-shedding has been 
cited as the major cause of the decline in the 
manufacturing sector and other sectors of the 
economy in South Africa.
However, some studies show that labour productivity 
has either significantly reduced or remained flat over a 
number of decades. According to the world bank, the 
South African economy continues to recover from the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, albeit more slowly 
than expected, with growth estimated at 1.9% in 
2022..

he debate over abortion has flared in Morocco 
after a 14-year-old identified as Meriem died Tfollowing a clandestine pregnancy termination 

in a rural village.
The founder of the Moroccan Association Against 
Clandestine Abortion adds his voice to calls for the 
legalization of the procedure.
"It (abortion legislation) is an absolute emergency 
because we are witnessing the consequences of not 
being able to have legal abortions on a daily basis", 
Dr Chafik Chraibi said. 
"You know about little Meriem who died this month, it 
was very well publicised, but there are many others 
and we can see the consequences that I mentioned: 
suicides, honour killings, doctors who go to jail, all of 
this. It's an urgent matter."
Unless a pregnancy endangers a woman's health, 
Moroccan women undergoing abortions face up to 
two years in jail, while those assisting them risk five 
years' imprisonment.
Meriem's death comes seven years after a royal 
commission recommended decriminalizing the 
procedure in "cases" such as foetal malformation, 
rape or if the mother is mentally disabled. The 
gynaecologist believes political leaders should go 
beyond that.
"My plea to them is that there are people who are 
dying, there are victims who are collapsing every day, 
we need to pass a bill very quickly, not just for the four 
cases that we have discussed". 
"I think that the simplest way would be to amend 
section 453 by taking into account health in its three 
components: physical, psychological and social."
A draft bill to modify the legislation has been 
presented twice to parliament before its withdrawal 
without official explanation.
The Families Minister told parliament last month that 

any changes in the penal code must "respect Islamic 
law and be acceptable to Moroccan society".
Abortion legislations in North Africa
The only North African state to allow women to 
choose an abortion is Tunisia, whose first post-
independence president Habib Bourguiba legalised 
the practice in 1973, two years earlier than former 
colonizer France.
But there is little national debate on the subject, and 
most women who undergo the procedure keep it a 
secret.
A 2018 Algerian law provides for the "therapeutic 
termination of pregnancy", but rights groups note this 
requires a medical committee's approval and is 
limited to cases of mortal danger to the mother or if 
the baby is likely to be severely disabled.
Algeria otherwise can impose a two-year jail term for 
women who have an abortion, while doctors who 
facilitate terminations face five years.
Libya also criminalises abortions except when there 
is mortal danger to the mother and imposes long jail 
terms on those carrying them out.
Sentences are often reduced in cases where the 
procedure is undertaken to preserve the family's 
"honour". Libyan women with the means often seek 
abortions overseas.
Moroccan activist Faouzia Yassine says the 
kingdom's laws are a form of "judicial and social 
violence against women".
She called for a "root-and-branch reform of the penal 
code" and to bring it in line with "international 
conventions that Morocco has ratified".
"Criminalisation of abortions means restricting a 
woman's freedom to control her body and shows a 
desire to compel her to keep a foetus against her 
will," she said.
Africanews with AFP 

he authorities in Burkina Faso launched an 
inquiry on Saturday into the shellfire that Treportedly caused dozens of deaths in the 

region of Djibo.
According to the UN's High Commission on Human 
Rights, the army is accused of shell firing a number of 
villages situated around 10km from the army base last 
Wednesday.
Reports on social networks refer to dozens of dead.
Speaking on Saturday, the government's spokesman 

announced an inquiry whilst blaming jihadist 
extremists active in the region.
The degradation of the security situation in the 
country has prompted two coups this year, the last 
one at the end of September. 
Since 2015, Burkina Faso has been regularly plagued 
by increasingly frequent jihadist attacks that have 
killed thousands and forced some two million people 
to flee their homes.

ozambique has officially started exporting 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) produced in the Mcountry's north which is plagued by jihadist 

attacks.
President Filipe Nyusi made the announcement Sunday 
(Nov 13). It is the first shipment of gas under a long-term 
purchase and sale contract with British giant BP. The off-
shore plant located in the Cabo delgado Province is 
managed by the Italian energy company Eni.
"It is with great honor that I announce the start of the first 
export of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), produced in the 
Rovuma, in Mozambique, by the Coral Sul FLNG Project. 
The British Sponsor ship departs Mozambican waters for 
the international market. "
Mozambique has set high hopes on vast natural gas 
deposits -- the largest ever found in Sub-Sahara Africa -- 

that was discovered in the northern Cabo Delgado 
province in 2010.
"The completion of this international venture is a sign of 
the recognition by the market that Mozambique offers a 
stable, transparent and predictable environment for the 
realization of multi-billion investments, where high 
technology stands out in order to monetize resources in a 
phase of the energy transition, therefore it must bring 
pride to all Mozambicans. "
Once tapped, Mozambique could become one of the 
world's 10 biggest exporters.
According to the BP 2021 Statistical Review of World 
Energy, Africa is home to over 620 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas reserves. Through the production of LNG for 
domestic use and export, leaders hope to support 
industrialization schemes.

hana's President Nana Akufo-Addo has sacked 
Charles Adu Boahen, the minister of state for Gfinance, the presidency said on Monday 

(November 14) after allegations of impropriety were 
circulated by popular Ghanaian investigative journalist, 
Anas Aremeyaw Anas.
Mr Akufo-Addo made the decision after being "made 
aware of the allegations" against Mr Boahen in the 
documentary "Galamsey Economy" which is due to be 
aired on Monday for two days in the capital Accra.
It was made by the famous investigative journalist Anas 
Aremeyaw Anas, who has broken several corruption 
scandals in the past, including the Ghana football 
association and the judiciary.
Some excerpts have already leaked and one of them, in 
particular, has caused controversy. According to the 
documentary, Mr Adu Boahen claims nearly 200,000 
dollars from investors to give to the vice president.
The President has also announced an investigation.
In Ghana, the "Galamsey" are illegal gold miners who sell 

their loot to middlemen who then turn to export.
For the time being, Mr Boahen has not commented.
Shortly before the sacking was announced, the Ghanaian 
vice-president said he had seen the clip in which Mr Adu 
Boahen was trying to "collect money from supposed 
investors" on his behalf, adding that he was not aware of 
the meeting.
"I want to make it clear that if what (Mr Boahen) is alleged 
to have said is accurately recorded in the video, his 
position as Secretary of State is untenable. He should be 
fired and investigated," Mahamudu Bawumia wrote on 
Facebook.
"My most valuable asset in life is my integrity and I will not 
allow anyone to use my name to engage in corruption."
The affair comes at a time when the president is under fire 
for his handling of the economic crisis, particularly as he 
seeks to apply for a highly controversial loan with the IMF.
Already burdened by a high debt burden, Ghana is 
seeking a $3 billion loan to cope with record 40% inflation 
and the collapse of its currency - the cedi - economic woes 
compounded by the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Burkinabe authorities 
launch inquiry into shellfire

 South Africa's manufacturing grew 2.9 

Percent in September- Statistics South Africa

Ghana's president sacks junior finance 
minister over corruption allegations

Ghana's President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, meets with Vice President ...  -  Copyright © africanews

Jacquelyn Martin/Copyright 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Mozambican leader announces 
first LNG export shipment

Mozambique President Filipe Nyusi addressees journalists on Tuesday, July 2, 2019.  -  
Copyright © africanewsArmando Franca/Copyright 2019 The AP. All rights reserved

Abortion legislation in Morocco an 
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Association Against Clandestine Abortion.  -  Copyright © africanewsAFP
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1. TAKE NOTICE that Pursuant to section 2 of the National Water Resources Management Agency Act No. 5 of 2017, the 

National Water Resources Management Agency was established and became operational in 2019. 

2. Pursuant to section 3 (1) of the Act, it is thus stated:

"The property in and control of all water resources is vested in the Government and people of Sierra Leone. 

 a. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Act or any other enactment, no person shall: 

I. divert, dam, store, dredge, abstract or use water resources; or 

ii. construct or maintain any works for the use of water resources, except in accordance with the provisions of this Act." 

3. Regulations in four key areas of water resources management have been developed: Water Use and Catchment 

Protection, Groundwater Development and Protection, Dam Safety, and Pollution Control Regulations. All these Regulations 

support the effective management of the water resources in order to maintain a balance in the water table and provide 

water resources free of pollutants. 

4. The Regulations demand the obtainment of permit/license from the Agency for the development of water works and 

the use of raw water resources, for which offences are created for failure to comply and penalties clearly stated. 

5. The Agency wishes to urge all raw water users in Sierra Leone including but not limited to mining companies, water 

transportation companies, agricultural companies, borehole drilling companies, domestic water well users etc. to register 

their raw water use thereby preventing confrontation with the law. 

6. This notice remains valid for two (2) weeks, starting on the 1st day of November 2022 and expiring on the 14th day of 

November 2022. 

7. After the expiration date, the Agency shall enforce the laws mentioned herein within the remit of the provisions for 

enforcement therein. 

8. This Notice is signed on the 31st day of October,2022 

 National Water Resources Management Agency 
29 King Harman Road, Freetown, Sierra Leone 
Email: waterresourcesagency2018@gmail.com 

Phone: +232(0)75597184/ +232(0)30775898 

NATIONAL WATER 
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
AGENCY ACT NO. 5 OF 2017 

RE: ENFORCEMENT NOTICE 
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