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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

ngolan major Pedro Lussati was sentenced today 
to 14 years in prison and a further 100 days after he Awas found guilty of embezzlement, fraud in 

transporting currency abroad and money laundering.
According to the judge, it was proven in the trial that Pedro 
Lussati committed the crimes of embezzlement, by 
adulterating and inflating salary sheets of the Security 
House of the President of the Republic of Angola, in the 
period between 2008 and 2018.
The well-known "Lussati case" involves 49 defendants, 
including high-ranking military and civilian officials, 
allegedly involved in the embezzlement of millions of 
dollars through a fraudulent scheme of payments of 
inflated salaries and to "ghost" employees in the units 

assigned to the Angolan President's House of Security.
The co-accused Jacinto Hengombe, the assistant to the 
secretary general of the Angolan President's Security 
House, was sentenced to 10 years in prison for the crime 
of embezzlement and three years in prison for the crime of 
money laundering.
All the defendants were acquitted of the crime of criminal 
association for insufficient evidence, while the defendants 
Frenado Moisés Dumbo, Manuel Correia and Francisco 
Ventura were acquitted of all the crimes they were 
accused of.
The remaining defendants were sentenced to between 
three and seven years in prison.

ampaigners on Wednesday slammed a South 
African court ruling to allow construction to go Cahead on Amazon's new African headquarters, 

dealing a blow to indigenous groups who say the 
development will desecrate ancestral land.
Developers now have the go-ahead to re-start work on a 
multi-million-dollar project that is to host the US tech 
giant's offices –- which had been halted by a previous 
court decision.
The High Court in Cape Town concluded Tuesday that a 
representative for several groups opposing the 
construction had "misrepresented the views of some 
indigenous leaders without consulting with them".
Campaigners opposing the development said they were 
"deeply disappointed" at ruling.
"We do not believe that the facts put before the court 
enabled the court to make a fair judgement," a collective 
of campaign groups representing indigenous people said 
in a statement.
Amazon was not directly named in the case that has pitted 
indigenous groups against property developers.
Construction of a nine-storey business and residential 
complex on a greenfield site that will be anchored by 
Amazon was first approved by city authorities last year.

But work on the four-billion-rand ($225 million) complex 
were suspended in March this year after indigenous 
people took legal action.
Some of the country's first inhabitants, the Khoisan, said 
the development lies on a battlefield where their 
ancestors fought Portuguese colonisers in 1510.
Once hunter-gatherers known under the now-discarded 
label of Bushmen, the Khoisan suffered deeply during the 
colonial-era and under apartheid.
Indigenous communities in South Africa still face vast 
social inequalities and lack of economic activities, with 
their history often overlooked.
Located on what was previously a golf course, Amazon's 
new HQ will have a total floor space of 70,000 square 
metres (7.5 million feet) -- equivalent to almost 10 football 
pitches.
The project holds the promise of thousands of jobs in a 
country where unemployment is cripplingly high.
Several Khoisan groups had thrown their support behind 
the project after the developers agreed to build a heritage, 
cultural and media centre that will be operated by 
indigenous groups.
Africanews with AFP 

nternational Rescue Committee (IRC) President and 
CEO David Miliband on Wednesday visited displaced Icommunities that have been impacted by drought in a 

village in the Somali region of Ethiopia.
During the visit, the former UK Foreign Secretary said 
there was an "urgent need to stave off the growing hunger 
crisis in this part of East Africa."
The severe drought in the Horn of Africa has pushed 
people to the brink of starvation, destroying crops and 
killing livestock on which their survival depends.
He urged leaders attending the United Nations Climate 

Change Conference, COP27 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, 
to "address the needs of the people here today," because 
they are "paying the price of the climate crisis already."
Acute food insecurity is rising fast and spreading across 
the world.
According to the WFP report, an all-time high of 970 000 
people are expected to face catastrophic hunger (IPC 
Phase 5) and are starving or projected to starve or at risk 
of deterioration to catastrophic conditions in Afghanistan, 
Ethiopia, South Sudan, Somalia, and Yemen – ten times 
more than six years ago. 

he Rusizi National Park in Burundi covers more 10 
000 hectares. T

The dominant species here is the hippo, often the target of 
poachers who kill it for its meat or farmers who fear 
damage to their crops.
"There are in fact traps that are very common against 
hippos in the locality of Gatumba. Those who have dug pit 
traps, and when the hippos fall there, it is death. The 
perpetrators were farmers", denounced Jean-Bosco 
Sinzohagera, ranger at the Ruzizi National Park.
Numbers of hippos have recently increased but decades 
of civil war in Burundi have severely reduced their habitat.
"We notice that the number of hippos has increased 
significantly (in this area), it is noticeable because for 
example, sometimes, we observe conflicts of territories 
between hippos, and we say that it is due to the fact that 
their number has increased compared to the surface they 

must share", explained Pacifique Ininahazwe, chief 
wildlife conservationist at the Ruzizi National Park.
A government ban on the hunting of hippos remains in 
force, but a killing can be ordered when a hippo is proven 
to be a danger to inhabitants.
"We need to make an inventory. The issue is that it 
requires a lot of money. Elsewhere, when we do an 
inventory and notice that the population has increased in 
relation to the surface area we authorise selling a part of 
our hippo populations, perhaps the oldest ones, to revalue 
(cull them for their meat, Ed.) them before they can kill 
each other or die", concluded the chief wildlife 
conservationist.
Over the next two weeks in Panama, the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora or (CITES) will consider tightening trade 
regulations on around 600 plants and animals potentially 
at risk of extinction.

"There's an urgent need to stave off the growing 
hunger crisis in parts of East Africa."- IRC head

IRC head visits drought-hit region of Ethiopia  -  Copyright © africanews AP Photo

Angolan high-ranking military official 
jailed for fraud, embezzlement

A lawyer raising his hand during a court session in the case of major
 Lussati in Angola  -  Copyright © africanews Lusa

he family of imprisoned Egyptian pro-democracy 
activist Alaa Abdel-Fattah demanded word on his Tcondition after prison authorities on Thursday told 

them he was undergoing an undefined medical 
intervention and blocked a lawyer from seeing him.
The dramatic developments came days after Abdel-
Fattah escalated a hunger strike and stopped drinking 
water.
His mother, Laila Soueif, said she was having difficulty 
imagining that authorities would actually let her son go 
after the years-long ordeal.
"I think the chances are very high that he will not get out 
and he will not be safe. So I can't really imagine after. I 
know that everyone is trying and stuff like that, but, the 
way I see it, nobody within power is trying seriously 
enough," she said.
Abdel-Fattah, who has been imprisoned for most of the 
past decade, had been consuming minimal calories for 
months but stopped all intake of food and water on 
Sunday, the first day of the COP27 climate conference.
At the Sharm el-Sheikh gathering, British Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak, French President Emmanuel Macron and 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz raised the activist's case 
in their talks with el-Sissi.
Abdel-Fattah gained British citizenship through his 
mother, who was born in London.
Late Thursday, Egypt's public prosecutor released a 

statement, saying a medical team had examined Abdel-
Fattah after receiving a complaint from him on 1 Nov. and 
that he was found to be in stable health. The statement did 
not specify when exactly the checkups took place, or at 
what stage in his hunger or water strike, only that Abdel-
Fattah had willingly undergone them.
The nature of the most recent medical intervention was 
also not immediately known, and it was not clear if he was 
moved to a prison hospital.
Soueif has been waiting outside the Wadi el-Natroun 
prison complex in the desert north of Cairo every day this 
week, seeking proof of life of her son. She said Thursday 
that prison officials spoke to her outside the prison gates 
but refused to take a letter from her to him.
She asked them if he was undergoing any medical 
procedure and they said he was.
"I said I want to know if Alaa is alive, if he is alive I want to 
know if he is conscious, I want to know if he's had any 
medical intervention, and if it's been done by force or by 
consent. And he said Alaa is alive, he is well, he has had 
medical intervention, we don't do things by force," she 
said.
Abdel-Fattah is serving a five-year sentence on charges 
of disseminating false news for sharing a Facebook post 
about a prisoner who died in custody in 2019.

Egypt: Family of imprisoned activist Alaa Abdel-
Fattah demand word on his state of health

Laila Soueif, Mother of Alaa Abdel-Fattah  -  Copyright © africanews Amr Nabil/Copyright 
2022 The AP. All rights reserved

CITES mulls tightening rules around 
trade in endangered species

Hippos in the Rusizi National Park in Burundi  -  Copyright © africanews Fernando Vergara/Copyright 
2021 The AP. All rights reserved.

South African court greenlights Amazon's new Africa headquarters

Hundreds of people, consisting of Khoi and other First Nation, environmental and civic activists, march 
through the streets of the city protesting  -  Copyright © africanews RODGER BOSCH/AFP or licensors
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