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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

housands of public servants began a one-
day strike in South Africa on Thursday over Twage demands, professional organizations 

said.
The work stoppage is being led by one of South 
Africa's largest public service unions, the Public 
Servants Association (PSA), which has some 
235,000 members.
The dispute over public servants' salaries flared 
up after Labour Minister Thulas Nxesi announced 
last week that he would increase salaries by 3 
percent, while the unions were demanding 6.5 
percent.
Picket lines were observed during the day around 
central government offices in Pretoria by strikers in 
the health, immigration, and police sectors.

According to the PSA, the strike was expected to 
have a "serious impact" on the Department of 
Home Affairs, transport and customs services.
According to the union, "the minister's 
irresponsible attitude has degraded already fragile 
social relations and deepened the lack of trust" 
with the social partners.
South Afr ican Finance Minister Enoch 
Godongwana said in an October budget 
presentation that the government could only afford 
a 3.3 percent wage increase, well below the 7.8 
percent inflation rate in July.
South Africa's economy has already been hit hard 
by several weeks of strikes in the railways and port 
services, which have affected mineral and fresh 
fruit exports.

enya's parliament has approved the 
deployment of nearly 1,000 troops for a new Kregional force in eastern Congo amid 

questions about the $37 million cost for the first six 
months of the mission.
A parliament committee report says the money will be 
spent on equipment, allowances, and operations for 
the more than 900 troops joining the East African 
Community Regional Force that will support 
Congolese forces against armed groups.
Opposition lawmakers questioned why Kenya is 
spending so much money on the regional mission 
while the country faces its own security issues. Kenya 
also faces rising inflation and high public debt.

Kenyan President William Ruto last week called the 
mission "necessary and urgent" for regional security. 
Violence by armed groups in eastern Congo has led to 
a diplomatic crisis between Congo and neighboring 
Rwanda, which accuse each other of backing certain 
groups.
The Kenyan forces will be based in Goma, eastern 
Congo's largest city. The regional force, agreed upon 
by heads of state in June and led by a Kenyan 
commander, also has two battalions from Uganda, 
two from Burundi, and one from South Sudan.
There is a possibility that international financing may 
be secured for the mission, the committee report said.
Africanews with AFP 

n less than two weeks since Elon Musk took 
over the Twitter company, there are already Iconcerns that the company is choosing to 

ignore key risks in its biggest international growth 
markets.
On Friday, November 4, reports emerged of a 
massive layoff of employees across its only African 
office in Ghana's capital city, Accra.
Till last week, staff of the Twitter company in the 
company's Accra office had been working 
remotely since its announced that it would open its 
first African office in Ghana in April 2021,
According to reports, only one employee appears 
to have been retained in the Ghana office after the 
job cuts which also affected the company's India 
office.
The Ghana office was opened to some fanfare last 
year with the company saying it wanted to be more 
"immersed" in African conversations.
There are reports the Ghana staff allegedly sent 
messages about the end of their contracts to their 
personal accounts, after being denied access to 
work emails.
-Victims account-
"It's very insulting," one person who wanted to stay 
anonymous told the BBC.
"From the mail to the lack of next steps to the tone 
of the letter. Just everything. Ridiculously 
insulting," a staff member lamented.
The termination of employment notice indicates 

that the "last day of employment will be 4 
December 2022".
This move is against local labour laws which state 
that employers must give employees at least three 
months' notice before the termination of the 
contract date.
It is also against the law in Ghana to not offer 
redundancy pay, which the anonymous staff 
members said they have not received but will get 
their normal salary.
Even before the layoffs, Twitter was going through 
a tough time in both India and Africa
-Twitter vs Nigeria-
The company also went through a challenging 
period in Nigeria last year.
Last June, the Nigerian government suspended 
Twitter's operations in the country, accusing the 
social media firm of allowing its platform to be used 
“for activities that are capable of undermining 
Nigeria's corporate existence.”
The ban was announced just two days after Twitter 
deleted a tweet by President Muhammadu Buhari 
that was widely perceived as offensive.
In the tweet, Buhari threatened citizens in the 
southeast region following attacks on public 
property.
Nigeria decided to lift the ban only in January this 
year.
Tech experts fear that the company will find it even 
harder to navigate new laws in emerging markets.

he two leaders of 
the main political To p p o s i t i o n  

movements in Chad, 
Succès Masra and Max 
Loalngar have gone into 
hiding for their safety, 
three weeks after a bloody 
demonstration by their 
movements.
They both told the AFP on 
Wednesday that the 
repression continued with 
arrests and "deportations" 
a n d  " e x t r a - j u d i c i a l  
executions".
Mr. Masra, president of the 
Trans fo rmers  pa r t y,  
assured AFP by telephone that he had to "cross" 
the land border illegally to "another country" 
because he was wanted by "the presidential 
guard".
Mr. Loalngar, coordinator and spokesman of the 
main opposition platform Wakit Tamma, said he 
"went underground somewhere in the country" to 
avoid arrest.
On October 20, some 50 people were shot dead 
and more than 300 injured in N'Djamena and 
several other cities, according to the authorities, 
but many more according to the opposition, when 
the police violently repressed rallies organized by 
Les Transformateurs and Wakit Tamma to protest 
the two-year extension of General Mahamat Idriss 
Déby Itno's term as president.
On April 20, 2021, following the death of Marshal 
Déby, who was killed by rebels on his way to the 
front, the army proclaimed his son, Mahamat 
Déby, a 37-year-old general, president of the 
republic at the head of a junta of 15 generals, for a 
transitional period of 18 months, at the end of 
which the army promised to hand over power to 
civilians through "free and democratic" elections.
But in early October, on the recommendations of a 
national reconciliation dialogue boycotted by the 
opposition but also by two of the three main armed 
rebel movements, who denounced it as a 
"charade," the transition was extended for two 
years, as was General Déby as transitional 
president.
The Chadian Convention on Human Rights 
(CTDH) says more than 600 people have been 
arrested since October 20, most of them 
"deported" to two high-security prisons far from the 
capital.
More than 2,000 people have been arrested, 
according to the World Organization Against 
Torture (OMCT).
The government claims that the demonstrators, 
with the support of "foreign powers" that it did not 
name, had planned an "insurrection" to overthrow 
the government and that they had begun to 
violently attack and ransack institutions before the 
forces of order began to repress.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister Saleh Kebzabo, an 
ex-opposition leader appointed by President Déby, 
told AFP that his country accepted the principle of 
an "international investigation" under the aegis of 
Chad's "partners.
In a report made public Wednesday, the chairman 
of the African Union (AU) commission, Chadian 
Moussa Faki Mahamat, stressed "the urgency of a 
serious and credible investigation" to bring those 
responsible to justice.
Mr. Masra and Mr. Loalngar assured AFP that a 
real "manhunt" had been going on for three weeks, 
particularly in N'Djamena, targeting supporters of 
their organizations.
"On October 21, soldiers of the presidential guard 
came to look for me at our headquarters. When 
they did not find me, they arrested 27 members of 
my team," Mr. Masra told AFP from a country he did 
not wish to name, adding: "Only four of them are 
still alive, and they are being interrogated, the 
others are dead, some of those who were with 
them told me, even if we do not have the bodies.
"The manhunt continues throughout the country, 
targeting our cadres and activists, specifically 
those from my community, the Sara," said the 39-
year-old opponent, who accuses the authorities of 
"extrajudicial executions.
"The police go from house to house, they arrest 
people for anything, like all our activists, I had to go 
into hiding," said Loalngar in a WhatsApp 
conversation from a location he did not wish to 
reveal but assured that he is "still in Chad.
Asked by AFP, various government officials would 
not say how many people had been arrested since 
October 20, promising to comment on the ongoing 
investigation and the upcoming international 
inquiry at a press conference "in the coming days.
In Paris on Wednesday, the lawyers for Mr. Masra 
and the Transformers, Vincent Brengarth and 
William Bourdon announced that they had sent the 
ICC a "report of facts likely to qualify as crimes 
against humanity.

Twitter fires staff at its 
only Africa office in Ghana

A Twitter headquarters sign is shown in San Francisco, Friday, Nov. 4, 2022...  -  
Copyright © africanews Jeff Chiu/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved

South Africa public sector workers 
strike over wage demands

Civil servants take place in a protest march in downtown ...  -  Copyright © africanews DENIS FARRELL/AP

Chad's two main opposition 
figures in hiding for safety

Archive photo of May 3, 2021: Success Masra, the 
president of the Chadian ...  -  Copyright © 

africanewsISSOUF SANOGO/AFP or licensors

Kenya to spend $37 million on sending forces to Congo

Members of the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) take part in a flag-handover...  -  Copyright © africanews

Brian Inganga/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved.
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