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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

n Tanzania, investigations are already underway after 
the authorities announced on Tuesday that the Iwreckage of a plane that crashed in Lake Victoria on 

Sunday has been pulled out of the water.
The accident, the deadliest in decades, killed 19 people 
and occurred in the northwestern city of Bukoba.

The private carrier, from Tanzania's largest private carrier 
company Precision Air, carried 43 people on board.
Police blamed bad weather for the accident amid 
questions about the government's handling of the rescue 
effort.

awn is just breaking over the Central 
African Republic's capital Bangui as DPacome Koyeke glides his dug-out 

canoe over the silent misty waters of the 
Ubangui river.
The tributary of the mighty Congo often floods 
during the rainy season, but this year the water 
levels have been catastrophic for the nation at 
the heart of the African continent.
And communities that eke a livelihood from 
fishing have been among the worst affected.
Seemingly endless civil wars have raged since 
2013 and the United Nations lists Central Africa 
Republic (CAR) as the second least developed 
country in the world. Natural disasters only 
make things worse.
Koyeke, 29, has been casting his net and 
pulling it in since 3 am, hoping for a good catch.
But after several hours all he has to show for his 
efforts are two small red fish.
"At the moment all the fishermen are 
struggling", he says, his gaze fixed on the 
horizon.
With the flooding "the very high pressure of the 
water makes the fish flee their usual places," 
says the 29-year-old.
"They go and hide under the roots of trees, 
where the pressure is lower but we can't go 
there."
"Before, I could earn 180,000 CFA francs (275 

euros) a day, now we are lucky to get even 
10,000 francs," explains Koyeke, the head of 
Bangui's fishing development association One 
for All.
In the distance, a group of fishermen is caught 
silhouetted on the edge of the thick mist as they 
roll out a 300-metre long net before casting it 
into the river, in vain.
- 'A lottery' -
There is a shortage of fish and equipment to 
make the nets which usually come from 
Europe, Cameroon or Nigeria, but supplies 
have dried up.
"Fishing's like a lottery today, you may win one 
day and the next day you lose," spits Edouard 
Franck, who guards canoes after having to give 
up fishing when he could not afford a new net.
"I no longer have the money. For a fishing net 
you need a minimum of 50,000 CFA francs (75 
euros)," Franck explains.
The local catch includes eels, carp and captain 
fish, but fewer and fewer are on sale at the 
market at Ouango, a fishing community nearby 
the river.
For want of enough fish to sell, the women 
behind the stalls sing and dance to try to pull in 
passers-by and sell their meagre display.
"In normal times I could make 150,000 CFA 
francs (228 euros) a day, but now I can't get 
even 10,000," says Nina-Marie Zougouroupou, 

udanese police and demonstrators 
clashed on Tuesday in the capital, SKhartoum.

The pro-democracy demonstrators chanted 
"No to military rule" as they marched towards 
the presidential palace, denouncing last 
year's coup led by army chief Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan that derailed a transition to civilian 
rule.

According to eyewitnesses, thousands also 
demonstrated in the city of Wad Madani, 
south of Khartoum, and Gedaref in the east.
The United Nations reported over 370 
people killed in clashes this year and at least 
210,000 were forced from their homes.

Africanews with AFP 

90 times rapist convicted in South Africa

Inmates stand behind bars in The Maximum Security Section, of The Leeuwkop ...  -  Copyright © africanews WIKUS DE WET/AFP or licensors

 South African court on Tuesday convicted a man of 
more than 90 rapes, some of which involved Achildren of nine years.

The Palm Ridge Court near Johannesburg convicted 
Nkosinathi Phakathi, 38, who targeted schoolgirls and 
also forced children to watch him commit rape for nine 
years between 2012 and 2021.
"He would prey on his victims while they were going to or 
returning from school or work, in the morning or evening... 
He would prey on some of them in their own homes," 
Lumka Mahanjana, spokesperson for the National 
Prosecution Authority (NPA) detailed in a statement.
"He pretended to be an electrician who came to repair a 
water heater or other household appliances and raped 
them (...) In some cases, when he raped several people at 
once, he forced the other person to watch," she added.
He was arrested in March last year after attempting to 
return to the home of one of his victims, prosecutors said. 
Police shot him in the leg, which has since been 
amputated.
On Tuesday, wearing a gray hoodie, the convict, who 
pleaded guilty last week to 148 counts, sat staring at the 
floor, his head slumped between his forearms that rested 
on a pair of crutches, as the judge reviewed the long list of 
his crimes.
- "Pandemic" of rapes -
He was then convicted of 90 rapes, forcing four other 
people to rape, forcing a child to watch a sex act on three 
occasions, 43 kidnappings, two assaults, and four 
robberies.
He is scheduled to be served with his sentence in early 
December.
The verdict comes a week after South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa said sexual violence should be 
considered the main "pandemic" affecting the country, 
while not a day goes by without new reports of "horrific" 
crimes.
Police data shows that rape and sexual offenses 
increased by 13% between 2017/18 and 2021/2022, 
while murders of women increased by 52% in the first 
three months of this year compared to the same period 
last year.
Some women's rights advocates accuse the government 
of not doing enough to combat the violence.
South Africa has been rocked recently by a series of 
horrific crimes, including the gang rape of eight women in 
July and the discovery of half a dozen women's bodies in a 
central Johannesburg building last month.

 Investigations underway to find 
out causes of Sunday's air accident

Heavy floods in Central Africa 
leave fishermen's nets empty

Pacôme Koyeke (L), the president of the Central African Republic organisation for fishmongers, 
One For All, casts his net into the river, in Bangui, on October 28, 2022.  -   Copyright 

© africanews BARBARA DEBOUT/AFP or licensors

Sudanese police and demonstrators 
clash in the capital, Khartoum

a 28-year-old fishmonger at a port in the capital.
"It's difficult for us at the moment," admits 
Eveline Binguimale.
- Twice the price -
According to the World Bank, CAR produced 
29,000 tonnes of fish in 2020.
Much of the population has traditionally relied 
on the availability of large quantities of fish at 
cheap prices.
But those days appear to be passed.
"We can't eat fish the way we want to any 
more," says Sandra Liki wandering round the 
market looking to buy fish to feed her family.
"What we used to buy for 2,000 (CFA) francs 
costs 5,000 today."

The World Bank estimates 71 percent of the 
nation's six million people live below the 
international poverty line of $2.15 a day.
The floods have hit at a time when nearly half 
the population is suffering from food insecurity 
and relies on international aid, the UN says.
Since June, about 85,000 people have been 
affected by the floods across 12 of CAR's 17 
prefectures, according to the UN.
Vakaga, in the north, has been hardest hit with 
24,000 affected and more than 20,000 in the 
capital.
In 2019, the last time such severe floods struck, 
the United Nations said 100,000 people lost 
their homes..
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