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ormer Comorian President Ahmed Abdallah 
Sambi will be tried on charges of high treason, Fhis lawyer and family said Monday (November 

7), after spending four years in detention over 
corruption allegations.
The former head of state (2006-2011), the main 
opponent of the current president Azali Assoumani, 
was originally prosecuted for "embezzlement of 
public funds, corruption, forgery and use of forgeries" 
in the scandal known as "economic citizenship", 
which involved the sale of Comorian passports to 
stateless people from the Gulf States.
"They are talking to us today about high treason, a 
crime that will justify a heavier sentence before the 
State Security Court, whose decisions are not subject 
to appeal," said Tisslame Sambi, daughter of Mr. 
Sambi, contacted by phone by AFP.
"This referral to the State Security Court is the height 
of illegality and violation of the rules of procedure and 
the rights of the defense," said Ahamada 
Mahamoudou.
The date of the trial has not been disclosed. Asked by 
AFP, the government commissioner, Ali Mohamed 
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Djounaid, said it was "not impossible that it will be held 
before the end of November.
The referral order dated September 10, a copy of 
which was obtained by AFP, stresses that since "the 
law has not defined high treason, nor fixed the 
penalties, nor provided for the procedure, it is 
appropriate to make a legal construction of this 
concept of high treason.
Several political figures have been indicted in the 
"economic citizenship" scandal revealed by a 
parliamentary report in 2017, including two former 
vice presidents in office between 2011 and 2016.
Ahmed Abdallah Sambi, 64, was placed under house 
arrest in May 2018 for disturbing public order and then 
in detention three months later. The legal length of 
pre-trial detention in the Indian Ocean archipelago is 
a maximum of eight months.
Doctors have been recommending for almost three 
years that the former president, whose health has 
deteriorated, be evacuated abroad for treatment. But 
President Assoumani's regime refuses to accede to 
this request, accusing Mr. Sambi of wanting to escape 
justice.

he United Kingdom says it no longer 

advises against travel to the federal capital Tterritory (FCT) in Nigeria.

The UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and 

Development Office (FCDO) announced this in an 

updated travel advisory published on its website 

on Monday (November 7)

On October 23, the UK warned of an increased 

threat of terrorist attacks in the FCT, and urged its 

citizens to stay alert and avoid visits to public 

places in the area.

The UK also restricted access to the British High 

Commission in Abuja.

Days later, the UK warned British nationals to 

avoid non-essential travel to Abuja.

The development came amid alerts also issued by 

the US and Canada on threats of attacks in 

Nigeria.

Following the development, the federal 

government criticised the US, UK, and Canada for 

issuing terror alerts without informing local 

authorities.

In the updated advisory on Monday, the UK, 

however, said the risks of traveling to Abuja still 

remain.

“The FCDO no longer advises against all but 

essential travel to the Federal Capital Territory, 

including the city of Abuja, but risks remain, and 

further details about the continued threat from 

terrorism in this region have been added,” the 

update reads.

“Terrorists are very likely to try to carry out attacks 

in Nigeria. Most attacks are conducted by Boko 

Haram or Islamic State West Africa (ISWA) and 

occur in Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa States in the 

North East. There have also been significant 

attacks in other states, including in Gombe, Kano, 

Kaduna, Plateau, Bauchi, and Taraba States.

n July, the Democratic Republic of the Congo's 
government put 30 oil and gas blocks in the Icountry up for auction.

The results of the bidding have yet to be 
announced, but while of many of the country's 
politicians and citizens look to cash in on the 
Central African nation's potentially huge fossil fuel 
reserves, the auction is also causing uproar 
among environmentalists.

Thirteen of the blocks cross through protected 
areas and national parks.

One gas block lies under Lake Kivu, near Goma.
Some of the others are located in the Congo Basin, 
Africa's largest forest.

It absorbs some 1.5 billion tons of carbon dioxide 
— about 4% of global emissions — some of which 
would be released into the atmosphere if the areas 
are cleared for oil and gas drilling.

Despite its wealth of minerals and biodiversity, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo is one of the 
world's poorest nations and the oil revenue is a 
tempting prospect.

Resident Jeannette Sifa is proud of her country's 
natural mineral wealth, but isn't convinced that any 
drilling will help her.

"What are we going to gain? For example, gas in 
the lake, oil in the park - how is that going to help 
us? We know that there is oil in the park, but it will 
not help us," Sifa said.

Other residents believed the project would benefit 
the economy and reduce unemployment in 
communities.

However, environmentalists have warned that the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo was heading 
down the wrong path.

Critics point to the oil curse and corruption that has 
left Nigerians and Angolans in poverty despite 
decades of production.

Congo's own oil region of Muanda on the Gulf of 
Guinea has also seen little benefit.

"There was oil drilling since before 1960 in 
Muanda. What did the people of Muanda get out of 
it? Poverty, exclusion and even the loss of their 
land," environmental activist Olivier Ndoole said.

Greenpeace has also warned that communities of 
Indigenous peoples will inevitably be impacted if 
the country's forests are transformed for drilling.

The Democratic Republic of the Congo's 
government has said that the oil and gas block 
auctioning process "is in line" with development 
plans and government programs in the country.

It has also previously defended the auctions by 
stressing the need to diversify the country's cobalt-
reliant economy.

The nation is the world's largest cobalt producer.

The Congo Basin is known for its massive 
reserves of cobalt, lithium and other minerals that, 
among other uses, are essential for renewable 
energy technologies such as batteries needed for 
solar panels.

Amid the auctions, youth climate activists held a 
march in Goma to raise awareness of 
environmental issues.

The demonstration also took place ahead of the 
UN's climate conference, COP27, in Egypt.

ganda will shorten the school term by two 
weeks to reduce daily contact among Ustudents and help curb the spread of Ebola, 

the education minister announced on Tuesday 
(November 8).
Authorities have been struggling to contain the 
highly infectious and deadly hemorrhagic fever 
since the epidemic spilled into the capital 
Kampala, home to around two million people.
"The government has reviewed and approved a 
proposal from the Ministry of Health to reduce the 
third term by two weeks in order to decongest 
schools that may increase children's vulnerability 
to EVD (Ebola Virus Disease) infections," 
Education Minister Janet Museveni, is also the 
wife of Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, said 
in a statement Tuesday.
"Nursery, primary and secondary schools will 
close for the third term on Friday, November 25, 
2022," she said, adding that schools "will be 
required to conduct examinations ... a little earlier 
starting next week."
This resurgence of the Ebola virus, which was 
made official by the Ugandan government on 
September 20 - a first since 2019 in this East 
African country - has so far claimed 53 lives, out of 

135 cases of infection, according to official figures 
as of November 6.
According to Museveni, 23 cases of infection have 
been identified in children, eight of whom have 
died, and 16 others have been quarantined as of 
Nov. 4, 2022, to assess possible infection with the 
virus.
Eleven children attending five schools in the 
capital Kampala, neighboring Wakiso district, and 
Mubende are among the infected cases, it adds.
"Closing schools early will reduce the 
concentration areas where children are in close 
daily contact with other children, teachers, and 
other staff who may spread the virus," she says.
Authorities on Saturday extended for three weeks 
the lockdown of two districts in the center of the 
country, epicenters of the epidemic, with a ban on 
travel and closure of public places.
Ebola is an often fatal viral hemorrhagic fever. The 
disease is named after a river in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) where it was discovered 
in 1976.
Human transmission is through bodily fluids, with 
the main symptoms being fever, vomiting, 
bleeding, and diarrhea.
Africanews with AFP 
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