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elegates, organisers and observers were in the 
Egyptian coastal resort of Sharm el-Sheikh on DSunday for the start of COP27.

Behind the picturesque setting, the venue has become a 
tightly controlled fortress as the climate conference gets 
underway.
COP27 is being branded an "African COP" where the 
positions of African countries on issues like finance for 
adapting to climate change or adopting renewable energy 
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sources will be central to the talks.
The UN weather agency says 116 million people in 
Africa's coastal states and islands face rising sea levels 
and by 2050 African nations will need to spend $50 billion 
every year on climate-related impacts.
Nearly 200 nations will be in Sharm el-Sheikh but talks will 
be dominated by the growing need to support virtually 
blameless poor nations where lives are already being 
claimed and economies devastated.
COP27 will run from November 6 until 18.

anzania's Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa will 
lead mourners in paying their respects at a Tfuneral service on Monday for the 19 victims of 

a plane crash in Lake Victoria.
The accident happened on Sunday morning when the 
plane overshot Bukoba's airport runway crashing into 
the water.
According to the operator Precision Air, the plane 
carried on board 43 people, of which 24 survived.
The funeral service will be held at the Bukoba football 
stadium, according to the area's regional 
commissioner Albert Chalamila.
"I am sending my condolences to you all for your great 

u n d r e d s  o f  
G h a n a i a n s  Ht ook  to  the  

streets of the capital 
Accra on Saturday 5 
November calling for 
the resignation of 
President Nana Akufo-
Addo following record 
in f l a t i on  and  the  
government's handling 
of the economic crisis
After once promising a 
"Ghana without aid," 
last week President 
Akufo-Addo urged 
Ghanaians to support 
his decision to seek an 
IMF loan.
The economic crisis is 
affecting people from all walks of life. 
Anita Asamoah is a nurse and attended the protest.
"There is conflict of interest in the way our president is 
ruling with his cousin," she said. "When they go for loans, 
9% of the money goes to his own private bank business, 
which is very wrong. 
"We just want them to step down. It is not a matter of fight 
or just wanting to be on the street ranting for nothing. He 
should just step down so that peace will come and let 
someone else come and do it."
Lead Convener of the Kume Preko Reloaded movement 
which organised the protest, Martin Luther Kpebu, added: 
"For every cedi and dollar we borrow, the president's 
family benefits through a data bank which advises and 
helps to sell the government security. So, we are here to 
tell the president that he should step down. Enough of the 
cronyism, enough of the nepotism, enough of the 
corruption."

Ghana is seeking a $3 billion loan from the IMF to cope 
with record inflation of 37% and the collapse of its 
currency, the cedi.
Most of the demonstrators wore red T-shirts bearing the 
slogan "You might as well kill me."
Student Carlos Adams said everyone is suffering because 
of the economic situation.  
"Our educational system has been run aground. Our 
economy is in a ditch. You cannot buy a gallon of petrol. A 
bag of maize cannot be bought so three square meals now 
is a problem. Survival is for the fittest, and that is not what 
we voted for him for."
The president's move to seek IMF help has raised fears 
the government will impose austerity measures which will 
further burden a population already struggling with 
soaring prices.
In mid-October, shopkeepers in Accra shut down in 
protest at the soaring cost of living.

wo generations of Cameroonians have been 
born under the presidency of Paul Biya who, on TSunday 6 November, was marking 40 years of 

undivided rule.
Known as the "Sphinx", Biya is now 89 years-old and 
in poor health.
Some people think it may be a good time for a change 
but fear the instability that may follow.
Shopkeeper, Muriel Ewane, says: "After 40 years 
nothing has changed. It's getting worse and worse, 
worse and worse. With life becoming more and more 
expensive. 

"We don't even live on hope anymore. 
You can't live on hope, you can't live on 
hope in this country."
Many younger Cameroonians have 
never known a leader other than Biya 
but, after seven re-elections, they are 
beginning to say it is time to see 
someone else in charge.
Michel Tsefack is a 34 year-old 
mechanical engineer. 
"I was born in 1988 and I have only 
known His Excellency Biya in power," 
he says.  "And I would like to know 
another president. For me it is 
important. I'm not in politics but I want to 

see at least another person governing."
But longevity in power can also provide stability; 
especially when compared to neighbouring Nigeria, 
Chad and the Central African Republic. And some 
citizens feel major change is a long way off.
Motorbike taxi driver, Carlos Toko, says: "There is 
tribalism and racism that must be eliminated in this 
country. Because as long as we don't get rid of that - 
even if the youth take over - it will always be the same 
thing."
Cameroon is not entirely stable. Bloody conflicts in the 
north and west and a population with more than eight 
million poor people is fuelling calls for a major change 
in leadership.

loss. I also want to assure you that we won't rest until 
the investigation is done, and we know exactly what 
was the cause of this accident. Especially what really 
had happened for the plane to crash", said Tanzanian 
Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa.
Precision Air is a publicly-listed company, partly 
owned by Kenya Airways and Tanzania's largest 
private carrier.
In March 2019, an Ethiopian Airlines flight from Addis 
Ababa to Nairobi plunged six minutes after take-off 
into a field southeast of the Ethiopian capital, killing all 
157 people on board.

COP27 gets underway in Sharm el-Sheikh 
with emphasis on African nations

COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh  -  Copyright © africanews AFP

Tanzanian PM to lead funeral of crash victims

Tanzanian Precision Air plane that crashed into Lake Victoria  -  Copyright © 
africanews SITIDE PROTASE/AFP or licensors

nvoys from around the globe gathered Sunday in 
the Egyptian seaside resort of Sharm el-Sheikh for Etalks on tackling climate change amid a multitude 

of competing crises, including the war in Ukraine, high 
inflation, food shortages and an energy crunch.
Notching up a first small victory, negotiators agreed after 
two frantic days of preliminary talks to formally discuss the 
question of vulnerable nations receiving money for the 
loss and damage they've suffered from climate change.
The issue has weighed on the talks for years, with rich 
nations including the United States pushing back against 
the idea of climate reparations.
"The fact that it has been adopted as an agenda item 

COP27: Agreement to discuss 
climate change damages payments

Envoys from around the globe gathered Sunday in the Egyptian seaside resort of Sharm el-Sheikh.  -  
Copyright © africanewsPeter Dejong/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved

demonstrates progress and parties taking a mature and 
constructive attitude towards this," said the U.N.'s top 
climate official, Simon Stiell.
"This is a difficult subject area. It's been floating for thirty-
plus years," he said. "So that the fact that it is there as a 
substantive agenda item, I believe it bodes well."
More than 40,000 participants have been registered for 
this year's talks, reflecting the sense of urgency as major 
weather events around the world impact many people and 
cost billions of dollars in repairs.
Organisers say about 110 world leaders will attend, many 
of them speaking at a high-level event on Nov. 7-8, while 
U.S. President Joe Biden was expected to arrive later in   

Ghanaians take to the streets demanding 
resignation of President Akufo-Addo

Protesters in Accra  -  Copyright © africanews AFP

Young Cameroonians lead calls for an end to Biya's 40-year presidency

President Paul Biya  -  Copyright © africanews 
LUDOVIC MARIN/AFP or licensors

Kenya Airline pilots go on strike grounding thousands of passengers

 strike by Kenya Airways pilots led to dozens of 
flights being cancelled, affecting thousands of Apassengers.

The airline has faced years of losses and pilots are 
striking over retirement funds and the payment of all 
salaries stopped during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The pilots announced the strike in defiance of a court 
order against industrial action and gave no indication of 
how long it will last.
General Secretary of the Kenya Alliance Pilots 
Association (KALPA), Murithi Nyagah, had tried to 
negotiate with the airline. 
"We worked tirelessly throughout last night and shared 
our revised proposals with Kenya Airways management," 
he said. "Until now, we are yet to hear back from them. 
This once again demonstrates that it is Kenya Airways 
management's failure that has gotten us to this point."
Kenya Airways is jointly owned by the Kenyan 
government and Air France-KLM and earlier warned the 
strike would jeopardise its recovery, estimating losses at 
$2.5 million per day if the action took place.
Transport Minister, Kipchumba Murkomen, suggested 
the strikers were being unreasonable.   

"We respect the views and the concerns of the pilots," he 
said.  "We believe they went about it the wrong way and 
the company and the government of Kenya is willing to 
listen to the issues they are raising."
Angry passengers described huge queues at airports, 
with many only learning their flights were cancelled when 
they arrived to check-in.
Among them was the Chief Operating Officer, Mobex 
Africa, Alain Gbeasor, who complained about the lack of 
communication.
"I think that the least respectful thing KQ [Kenya Airlines] 
could have done to its passengers was to at least send us 
an email to notify us of this," he said. 
"I checked out of my hotel room, I get to the airport and all 
they do is brandish this paper in front of me, I call back to 
the hotel and there is no accommodation and I have been 
standing here for 3 hours. Is that how you work in this 
country?"
The Kenya Airline Pilots Association said no Kenya 
Airways flight flown by its members had departed 
Nairobi's Jomo Kenyatta International Airport early on 
Saturday.
Africanews with AFP 

KALPA announce strike action  -  Copyright © africanews cleared
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