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h e  l a r g e s t  
theater festival Ton the continent 

i s  c u r r e n t l y  
celebrating its 20th 
a n n i v e r s a r y  i n  
Ouagadougou. In a 
context marked by 
political instability and 
the resurgence of 
terrorist violence, this 
1 2 t h  e d i t i o n  o f  
Récréâtrales had a 
s a d  t h e m e  t h a t  
reflects an equally sad 
reality - violence in the 
Sahel.
The festival chose for 
o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  
opening shows, a play 
entitled "Tu dis PDI" [You say IDP, internally displaced 
person, editor's note], which mixes dance and theater 
and song, performed in Pulaar and Moré by women 
victims of terrorism and refugees in the town of Kaya, 
in the north-central part of the country.
Mariame Ouédraogo is one of these women victims of 
terrorism and refuged in Kaya that became an actress 
thanks to Recreatrales. She agreed to act in the play 
to serve the cause of social reconstruction and the de-
stigmatization of relations between Peuhl and Mossi 
by participating in a play in which Peuhl and Mossi 
play together.
"This work has done me a lot of good, most of us 
almost lost our memory in sadness, but this show has 
allowed us to find the joy of living" she says.
These women are also featured in "Face-", a 
photographic series created by the Cameroonian 
photographer, director and novelist Osvalde Lewat, 
which seeks to highlight the dignity and greatness of 
these women by offering them a different view of their 
situation, that of strong and fighting women.
“I met these women and I must admit that the first 
word that came to my mind was the word of the 
exhibition...FACE. Women who stand up, who face, 
who fight. Women who faced the disaster that 
became their life, since they had to abandon 
everything to live in improvised dwellings, sometimes 
in the market. I was particularly moved to see that in 
spite of all that, it was their faces that gave this 
abstract term, internally displaced people, meaning,” 
stated Lewat.
Throughout the festival, which as always takes place 

7

NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

in the family courtyards of the Bougsemtenga 
neighborhood and in the famous Rue 9.32, host of the 
Récréâtrales, the woman on the photos from the 
"Face-" series will be present. 
In a country fractured politically, socially and security-
wise, these women who did not speak to each other 
before, who lived in different refugee camps, and who 
today perform together in the same show, are the 
symbol of a possible convergence and reconciliation, 
thanks in particular to art. Moreover, as Aristide 
Tarnagda, festival director says, devoting an 
exhibition to these women, who until now have been 
drowned in the flood of internally displaced persons, 
"is to participate in their recovery, in the return of their 
dignity, their beauty, their faith in themselves that has 
been stolen by those who kill, pillage, rape, and 
humiliate."
In Burkina Faso alone, approximately two million 
people have fled their homes because of terrorist and 
armed gang attacks.
The organizers of this 12th edition of the festival are 
unanimous, when a country goes through difficult 
times; it is felt in the artistic creation because the pain 
as any feeling cannot be ignored.
Since 2002, the Récréâtrales are "a pan-African 
space for writing, creation and theatrical 
dissemination. A space that allows young artists 
authors, directors, scenographers and actors, to 
create, share and live from their art.

he permanent ceasefire reportedly agreed 
by the Ethiopian government and the forces Tin Tigray represents a window of opportunity 

for many Tigrayans.

Such is the case of Andom Gebreyesus, a 39 year-
old refugee who fled Tigray seeking refuge in 
Kenya's capital, Nairobi.

"I hope that this will be an opportunity to reconnect 
with my family. I miss them very much, ....I don't 
know where they are. It has been two years. I don't 
know where my father is, I don't know where my 
other family members, my workmates, where my 
friends are. I haven't heard from them for two years 
because there is no telephone, no any means of 
communication", said the Nairobi-based Tigrayan 
refugee. 

anzanian President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
was received by Chinese President Xi TJinping in Beijing on Thursday during a state 

visit to China.
President Hassan is the first African head of state 
China has received after the 20th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC).
During the meeting both countries agreed to 
expand the scale of bilateral trade as well as boost 

the level of trade and economic cooperation.
The talks concluded with the signing of bilateral 
cooperation documents covering trade, 
investment, development cooperation, digital 
economy and green development.
The Chinese President also reaffirmed the 
commitment of his country to the long-term 
development and strengthening of African 
countries.

he President of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Felix Tshisekedi, called on TThursday evening "the youth" of his country to 

"organize themselves into groups of vigilance" in the 
face of the M23 rebellion which, he reaffirmed, 
benefits from "the support of Rwanda".
Rwanda has "expansionist ambitions, with the main 
interest of appropriating our minerals", he accused, in 
a Message to the Nation broadcast by national 
television.
"To do this, it is working to destabilise eastern Congo 
to create a lawless zone to satisfy its criminal 
appetites," the DRC president continued, deploring 
that the various diplomatic initiatives undertaken to 

ease tensions have not led to "any tangible 
result".
The eastern DRC has been plagued for 
nearly three decades by violence from 
armed groups, many of them inherited 
from the wars that bloodied the region in 
the wake of the 1994 Rwandan genocide.
Tensions have been particularly high 
between Kinshasa and Kigali since the 
resurgence at the end of 2021 of the M23 
("March 23 Movement"), a former Tutsi 
rebellion that has taken up arms again, 
reproaching Kinshasa for not having 
r e s p e c t e d  a g r e e m e n t s  o n  t h e  
demobilisation of its fighters.
Kinshasa accuses Rwanda of supporting 
this rebellion, which Kigali contests by 
accusing the DRC of collusion with a Hutu 
rebel movement in Congo. "False 
accusation", Félix Tshisekedi hammered.
"The war that has been imposed on us (...) 
requires sacrifice," he said, calling on his 
compatriots to "put aside (their) 
differences" to stand together. "The nation 
needs the commitment of all its daughters 

and sons," the president continued.
He also asked the Congolese "not to give in to 
xenophobic remarks and other speeches of hatred or 
stigmatisation of Rwandophone communities".
But "in response to the strong demand from the youth, 
I invite them to organise themselves into vigilance 
groups in order to support, accompany and sustain 
our armed forces". He also "renewed" his appeal to 
young people who have the vocation "to enrol 
massively" in the army.
After several weeks of calm, the M23 rebellion has 
been on the offensive since 20 October in the territory 
of Rutshuru, in the province of North Kivu, where it has 
seized several localities on a strategic road serving 
Goma, a major strategic city in eastern DRC.
The Rwandan ambassador has just been expelled by 
the DRC, which also announced earlier this week the 
recall of its chargé d'affaires in Kigali.

wo weeks after a fire began on Africa's tallest 
and most famous mountain, Tanzania's Prime TMinister Kassim Majaliwa says it has been 

largely contained.
On Tuesday, hundreds of soldiers and two helicopters 
were mobilised to reinforce civilian firefighters and 
volunteers battling the blaze on Mount Kilimanjaro
Last week, the government week thought the fire was 
under control, but winds spread it to three other 
places. It has ravaged about 33 square kilometres in 
the Kilimanjaro National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site which is home to many endangered 
species.
The fire started on 21 October near the Karanga site, 
used by climbers ascending the famous peak, at 
about 4,000 metres altitude on the mountain's south 
side.
Tourism not affected

Although it is an area that is popular with tourists, the 
government says tourism has not been affected and 
no injuries or deaths have been reported.
A Polish tourist who was visiting the region says being 
so close to the fire was a devastating experience.
'Because we could feel the fire is either following us or 
is right next to us, because we could still breathe and 
feel the smoke. And breathing was really, really hard 
and we could see the devastated nature all around us. 
So, it was really hard experience for us, to see that and 
to be right next to it,' she said.
As firefighters and soldiers continue to battle multiple 
fires in some areas around the mountain, officials say 
they have not yet established how it started.
The blaze comes exactly two years after a devastating 
week-long fire destroyed some 95 square kilometres 
on the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro.
Africanews with AFP 

The 12th edition of the Récréatrâles honors 
the victims of terrorism in the Sahel

Terrorism victim perfoming on stage at the 
12th edition of Les Récréatrâles.  -  

Copyright © africanews AFP

Trust is vital to implement Tigray's 
agreement, according to expert

According to a conflict resolution expert in Nairobi, 
the key element to implement the agreement is 
trust followed by a period of healing.
"It needs to be systematic and above all it needs to 
be sequenced, sequenced so that the Tigrayans 
are not left to their devices after handing in all their 
weapons then suddenly they are attacked by the 
centre. This has happened in many other countries 
and this is something to watch that trust is first built 
even as the disarmament is called by the 
agreement is actually initiated", defends Mustafa 
Yusuf Ali, conflict resolution expert at the HORN 
International Institute for Strategic Studies.

The war in Africa's second-most populous country, 
which marks two years this week, has seen 
abuses documented on both sides, with millions of 
people displaced and many near famine.

Lead negotiator for Ethiopia's government, Redwan Hussein, left, shakes hands with lead Tigray 

negotiator Getachew Reda, as Kenya's former president, Uhuru Kenyatta looks on,  -  Copyright © 

africanews Themba Hadebe/Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved.

Tanzania and China to reinforce cooperation

Tanzanian President Samia Suluhu Hassan  -  Copyright © africanews Patrick Semansky/
Copyright 2022 The AP. All rights reserved

DRC: Tshisekedi calls on youth 
to "mobilise against M23

Felix Tshisekedi addresses the 77th session of 

the United Nations General Assembly on 20 

September 2022  -  

Copyright © africanews Jason DeCrow/AP

 Tanzania says Mount Kilimanjaro 
blaze largely contained
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