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he United States will exclude 
Burkina Faso from the trade Tagreement linking the world's 

leading power to African countries, 
the White House announced 
Wednesday (November 2).
The White House justified the 
decision by the lack of progress 
toward a return to democracy, after 
the two military coups in the country 
since early 2022.
"I have made this decision because I 
h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
government of Burkina Faso has not 
established, or made continued 
progress toward establishing, 
respect for the rule of law and 
political pluralism," which are 
necessary elements of the African 
Growth Opportunities Act (Agoa) program, U.S. President 
Joe Biden said in a letter sent to the U.S. Congress.
The exclusion of the West African country will be effective 
as of January 1 next year, the letter said.
In a statement, U.S. Trade Ambassador Katherine Tai 
stressed the need for "Burkina Faso to make the 
necessary decisions to meet the terms of the agreement 
and the return of democracy.
"I will provide Burkina Faso with a clear roadmap to 
reintegrate into the program and our administration will 
work with them to make that happen," Tai said.
Agoa, which was established in 2000 and whose list of 
beneficiary countries is revised annually, establishes 
economic and trade cooperation with the African 
continent. It facilitates African exports to the United States 
to support economic development.
Under this agreement, thousands of African products can 
benefit from reduced import taxes, subject to conditions 
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being met concerning human rights, good governance, or 
worker protection.
Earlier this year, the United States excluded three other 
countries from the program, Ethiopia, Mali, and Guinea, 
also claiming that the actions of these three governments 
violated the principles of the program.
Faced with increasingly frequent jihadist attacks since 
2015 that have killed thousands and forced some two 
million people to flee their homes, Burkina Faso has been 
rocked by two military coups since the beginning of the 
year.
On January 24, soldiers led by Lieutenant Colonel Paul-
Henri Sandaogo Damiba overthrew President Roch Marc 
Christian Kaboré, who was accused of being lax in the 
face of attacks, before being deposed on September 30 
by Captain Ibrahim Traoré.

Supporters of Burkina Faso's last coup leader, 
Captain Ibrahim Traore, in front of the...  -  
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outh African police are investigating the discovery 
of at least 21 bodies suspected of being illegal Sminers found near an active mine in the town of 

Krugersdorp, west of Johannesburg.
According to police, 19 bodies were discovered on 
Wednesday afternoon and two more were discovered on 
Thursday morning. Police said they suspect that the 
bodies were moved to the location where they were 
found, which is a privately-owned mine.
“We can confirm that this morning our search and rescue 
team went back to the scene and, as they were searching, 
they discovered two more bodies. 
They retrieved them from an open (mine) shaft,” police 
spokeswoman Brenda Muridili said Thursday.
The grim discovery is the latest in a series of incidents 
related to illegal mining in the Krugersdorp area. In July, 

South Africa discovers 21 bodies of suspected illegal miners - Police
e i g h t  f e m a l e  
members of a film 
crew were raped 
and robbed at an 
abandoned mine 
in the area, where 
they were working 
on a music video 
shoot. 
T h e  i n c i d e n t  
sparked violent 
protests against 
illegal miners in 
s u r r o u n d i n g  
communities.
Last week, rape 
a n d  r o b b e r y  
charges against 
14 men, who are 
also suspected of 
b e i n g  i l l e g a l  
m i n e r s ,  w e r e  

withdrawn after police couldn't link them to the rapes 
through DNA evidence. The men were arrested during 
police raids on the abandoned mine where the rapes took 
place.
Illegal mining is rife in South Africa, with miners known 
locally as “zama zamas” searching for gold at the many 
disused and abandoned mines in and around the 
Johannesburg region. Krugersdorp is a mining town on 
the western edges of Johannesburg.
Illegal mining gangs are considered dangerous by the 
police, are usually armed, and are known to fight violent 
turf battles with rival groups. 
The trade is believed to be dominated by immigrants who 
enter illegally from neighboring countries Lesotho, 
Zimbabwe, and Mozambique.
The 14 men who had rape and robbery charges against 
them dropped are accused of being in South Africa 
illegally and have been charged with immigration 
offenses.
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he United Nations has warned that nearly 
eight million people in South Sudan, or two-T

thirds of the population, are at risk of food 
insecurity and famine.

Eight million people at risk of starvation in South Sudan - UN

FILE - In this Wednesday, May 2, 2018 file photo, a woman scoops fallen sorghum grain off...  -  
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here has been widespread positive reaction 
to the ceasefire agreement reached Tbetween the Ethiopian government and 

Tigrayan rebels.
World leaders have hailed the agreement signed 
in the South African capital, Pretoria, as a positive 
step towards bringing peace to the region.
However, they have encouraged further 
negotiations in order to reach a permanent 
ceasefire agreement and launch broader political 
talks.
But this week's truce brings an end to two years of 
a devastating conflict that has left thousands dead, 
displaced millions, and left hundreds of thousands 
facing famine.
Ethiopians welcome peace deal
On the streets of the capital, Addis Ababa, 
residents have welcomed the deal with a sigh of 
relief that the hostilities are over and that peace 
can be restored.
'Peace is better than war. But the truce must be 
carefully implemented so we don't relapse back 

 Widespread positive reaction to 
the Ethiopian ceasfire agreement

into war,' says banker, Degswe Assefa.
His sentiments are echoed by many others in the 
city who were unhappy with both the economic and 
humanitarian impact of the internal war.
'It is pleasing to return to our previous peaceful life. 
Even our economy has been affected because of 
the war,' says fellow banker, Selam Worku.
The origins of the conflict are complex. Prime 
Minister Abiy came to power in April 2018, pledging 
a raft of political and economic reforms in Ethiopia 
after almost three decades of government 
dominated by the Tigray People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF).
But in November 2020 he sent troops in to topple 
the TPLF in their regional stronghold after 
accusing it of attacking federal army camps.
While this new agreement does not address the 
deeper political tensions that contributed to the 
conflict, it's hoped that the truce will hold, and lead 
to durable and inclusive peace and political 
stability in the country, for all Ethiopians.

Algeria: Arab leaders 
conclude 31st League summit

rab leaders on Wednesday (Nov 2) 
concluded the 31st summit of the largest Aannual Arab conference in Algiers.

The summit expressed "support for efforts to end 
the Libyan crisis through an inter-Libyan solution" 
and "a joint effort" by Arab states to end fighting in 
Syria. 
Arab  leaders  acknowledged the  d i re  
consequences of the war for their nations and one 
after another called for a "collective Arab action" to 
face common challenges. 
Those include food and energy shortages and the 
effects of climate change on their societies. But 
they presented no details on a potential 
mechanism that would help feed their people.
In a nod to Saudi Arabia, it expressed its backing 
for oil producers after the Saudi-led OPEC cartel 
and allied producers headed by Russia angered 
Washington by slashing production by two million 
barrels a day from November, further pushing up 
already elevated crude prices.
The statement said the "balanced" policy would 
help stabilise markets and "help the interests of 
both producer and consumer nations".
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
however, was the summit's most notable 

absentee, staying away with a reported ear 
infection.
The summit final statement backed moves to 
make the state of Palestine a full member of the 
United Nations.
"Palestine is the pivotal cause to the Arab nation 
and states", the Arab league secretary general 
said.
"Therefore, we were determined to continue to 
issue resolutions and translate them and present 
them to the United Nations and international 
organisations as happens every time", Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit concluded.
Throughout its 77 years of existence, the 
Palestinian issue has been a central to the league. 
It is recently that more and more Arab countries 
have started to normalize ties with the state of 
Israel.
The summit took place at a time of heightened 
tensions in the occupied West Bank, where the 
Israeli military has conducted nightly arrest raids in 
searches for Palestinian militants. 
Dozens of Palestinians have been killed in recent 
months, including armed gunmen, stone-throwing 
teenagers and people uninvolved in violence.
Africanews with AFP 

"Hunger and malnutrition are on the rise in flood-, 
drought- and conflict-affected areas of South 
Sudan, and some communities are at risk of 
famine unless humanitarian assistance is 
sustained and climate adaptation measures are 
strengthened," the new report released on 
Thursday said.
The joint report by the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), the U.N. Children's Fund 
(Unicef), and the World Food Programme (WFP) 
says the proportion of people facing high levels of 
food insecurity and malnutrition "has never been 
higher," exceeding levels seen even during the 
conflict in 2013 and 2016.
According to the report, 7.76 million people are at 
risk of acute food insecurity during the lean 
season from April to July 2023, while 1.4 million 
children will suffer from malnutrition.
The report blames a combination of conflict, poor 
macroeconomic conditions, extreme weather 
events, and spiraling food and fuel costs, as well 
as a decline in funding for humanitarian programs.
"We have been in famine prevention mode all year 
and have avoided the worst outcomes, but that is 

not enough," says Makena Walker, WFP's acting 
country director in South Sudan, in a statement.
"South Sudan is on the front lines of the climate 
crisis, and day after day, families are losing their 
homes, livestock, fields, and hope due to extreme 
weather conditions," Walker adds.
"Without humanitarian food aid, millions more will 
find themselves in an increasingly dire situation 
and unable to provide the most basic food for their 
families."
Famine was declared in South Sudan in 2017 in 
Leer and Mayendit counties in Unity State, areas 
that have often been a hot spot for violence.
Last month, the U.N. Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (Ocha) estimated that about 
909,000 people had been affected by flooding in 
South Sudan, as torrential rains ravage crops and 
destroy homes.
The world's youngest country, South Sudan has 
struggled with deadly conflict, natural disasters, 
economic malaise, and ongoing political strife 
since gaining independence from Sudan in 2011.
It has spent more than half its life at war, with nearly 
400,000 people dying during a five-year civil war 
that ended in 2018.
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