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NEWS AROUND AFRICA COMPILED BY GABRIEL BENJAMIN

n nearly every corner of the world, people are feeling the 

impact of inflation as the cost of living continues to rise.I
Inflation isn't impacting people equally, though, and for 

those with dependants, the higher prices are pinching 

families at home and abroad.

Migrant workers and people who send money to relatives 

abroad are often saving less because they're forced to 

spend more due to inflation.

For some, the only option is hustling even harder, working 

weekends and nights, and taking on second jobs.

For others, it means cutting back on meat and fresh fruits in 

order to send what's left of their savings to family back 

home, some of whom are fleeing famine or conflict.

Lissa Jataas sends about 200 euros ($195) from her desk 

job in Cyprus to a family in the Philippines each month.

To save money, she looks for cheaper food at the grocery 

store and buys clothes from a charity shop affiliated with 

her church.

A staggering 71 million more people around the world 

experienced poverty as a result of higher food and energy 

prices that climbed in the weeks following Russia's 

invasion of Ukraine and its impact on the availability of 

grains from the Black Sea region, according to the United 

Nations Development Program.

The ripple effect of the war in Ukraine on grain-importing 

countries exacerbated already dire economic conditions in 

countries still reeling from the economic shocks of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the effects of climate change.

When the price of food and fuel shoots up globally, that 

means what people are able to send to relatives back 

home is not going as far as it once did.

The International Monetary Fund estimates that global 

inflation will peak at 9.5% this year, but in developing 

countries, inflation is much higher.

In Somalia, drought and conflict have forced 1 million 

people to flee their homes.

The current drought is worse than any the country can 

remember, and thousands of people have died, many of 

them children.

The U.N. says half a million children are at risk of death due 

to malnutrition or famine.

Mahdi Warsama, 52, emigrated to the U.S. from Somalia 

when he was 17.
Now a U.S. citizen and graduate of resilience and security 
studies, he sends anywhere from $300 to $3,000 a month 
to relatives in northern Somalia, sometimes borrowing 
money in order to send members of his clan what they 
need to pay for medical bills and other emergencies.

Warsama, who splits his time between Columbus, Ohio, 

and Minneapolis, Minnesota, estimates he sent $1,500 last 

month to help relatives pay for basic necessities like food 

and water for themselves and their livestock.

People needing his help amid the country's drought include 

siblings and distant relatives.

He's changed his spending habits and is looking for ways 

to earn more while closely watching the news to monitor 

rate hikes and inflation - something he never did before 

this year.

For Jaatas, the six relatives she supports in the 

Philippines are not only facing rising costs but are reeling 

from the aftermath of a typhoon that knocked out water 

and electricity in their town.

Analysis by the Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace says the Philippines is the most food-insecure 

country in emerging Asia due to its reliance on imported 

food to feed its expanding population.

Ester Beatty, who heads a chapter of the European 

Network of Filipino Diaspora in Cyprus, said it's common 

to see Filipinos working in Cyprus on Sundays and not 

enjoying the day off because they are trying to find extra 

income to support relatives back home struggling to 

afford the high cost of staples like rice and sugar.

In low-income countries, families spend over 40% of their 

household incomes on food despite government 

subsidies.

Ali el-Sayyed Mohammed, 26, came to the United Arab 

Emirates in February after several years of searching for 

work in Egypt.

Nothing he found provided a living wage, he said.

"Life is expensive and wages don't cover enough so I 

took the step of leaving," he said. "It was a hard decision 

at first, but the situation left me with no choice."

With his father deceased, Mohammed is the family's 

primary breadwinner, caring for three sisters and his 

mother.

He hails from Beheira, a Nile Delta province that has 

seen many of its young men leave, sometimes 

embarking on deadly voyages across the Mediterranean 

Sea in search of work in Italy and other European 

countries.

With around $1,000 saved up, some of which he 

borrowed, Mohammed came to Dubai and crashed at 

friends' apartments until he landed a job at one of Dubai's 

most popular Egyptian restaurants, Hadoota Masreya.

The rising cost of living in Egypt has made his goals of 

saving enough to help his sister get married next year or 

to secure his own future even harder.

Inflation in Egypt has climbed to around 16% as the value 

of the local currency has dropped, making life for millions 

of Egyptians living in poverty even more difficult.

Hadoota Masreya's manager, Mohamed Younis, said 

he's constantly being contacted by Egyptian men looking 

for work and a way out of Egypt, and the number is 

growing.

Younis manages a YouTube channel called 'Restaurant 

Clinic' that gives advice in Arabic on how to achieve 

success in the restaurant industry.

He warns that making the move to the UAE comes with 

risks because finding a job takes both time and money.

hana's ruling party lawmakers on Tuesday called 

for the sacking of the country's finance minister, Gadding pressure on the government to deal with 

record inflation.

President Nana Akufo-Addo has come under fire as 

Ghanaians face 37 percent inflation and the collapse of 

their currency - the cedi - in an economic hardship 

worsened by the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Finance Minister Ken Ofori-Atta has just returned from 

Washington, where he was in talks with the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) to secure a loan of $3 billion.

In addition to Mr. Ofori-Atta, a majority of parliamentarians 

from Mr. Akufo-Addo's New Patriotic Party (NPP) have 

called for the dismissal of another finance official.

The president must immediately fire the two officials "to 

restore hope to the financial sector and reverse the 

downward trend in the growth of our economy," the 

parliamentary group's spokesman, Andy Appiah-Kubi, 

told reporters.

"Until the aforementioned individuals resign or are 

removed from office, we in the parliamentary majority 

group will not participate in any government activity," 

Appiah-Kubi warned.

"If our request does not receive a positive response, we will 

not be present at the session on the budget, nor will we 

participate in the debate," he said.

The call was supported by 80 of the 137 legislators in the 

NPP parliamentary caucus.

In Ghana's parliament, the NPP and the National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) have the same number of 

seats. Lawmakers are scheduled to begin debating the 

2023 budget in November.

On social media, the call by the majority caucus in 

parliament has been leading the trends with minority MPs 

also calling for the same motion. 

The video below by local media TV3 shows minority MPs 

addressing the media.

President Nana Akufo-Addo has been criticized for his 

economic management of the country, including his 

decision to enter into discussions with the IMF, which he 

once promised would lead to an "aid-free Ghana.

This decision has raised fears that the government will 

impose austerity measures that will further burden the 

population, which is already facing soaring prices.

Last week, shopkeepers in the capital, Accra, shut down 

their stores to protest against the soaring cost of living.

 fire outbreak at a 

boarding school on At he  ou tsk i r t  o f  

U g a n d a ' s  c a p i t a l ,  

Kampala, has killed 11 

people, including children, 

a police off icial said 

Tuesday.

six others who were found 

in critical condition have 

been admitted to the 

hospital, the Ugandan 

police said in a statement 

but could not state the 

cause of the fire at Salama 

School for the Blind.    

Fatuma Ndisaba, a top 

official in Mukono, told local 

broadcaster NTV that the 

victims, including children aged between 7 and 10, were 

burned beyond recognition. 

With the support of families, she said, the victims' bodies 

will be identified through DNA investigations.

"I have no words to describe the pain I am going through," 

Richard Muhimba, the father of a dead child who lives in 

the nearby town of Mukono, told AFP.

"I visited him on Saturday, he was in good health, and 

three days later he died," he said on the phone before 

hanging up, overcome with grief.

The Salama School for the Blind, built in 1999, has 

dozens of students, aged between 6 and 25.

Fire incidents at schools have been a cause of concern for 

education officials in the East African country where 

classrooms and dormitories are often crowded. 

There's usually no firefighting equipment in place, and 

officials sometimes blame incidents on poor electrical 

connections.

Two dormitories at a prominent boarding school in 

Kampala were destroyed in separate incidents in 2020.

In 2008, 19 elementary school students were killed in a 

night-time fire outbreak at a boarding school.

 priests, 1 religious sister and 3 laypeople who were 

kidnapped on Sept. 16 in the Cameroonian diocese 5of Mamfe are now free, the diocese announced.

"It is with great joy that I announce the release" of five 

Catholic priests, one consecrated sister and two 

laypeople, Bishop Aloysius Fondong Abangalo wrote in 

his communiqué dated October 23.

The Mamfe diocese located in South West region is one of 

two restive regions in Cameroon where separatists have 

been waging war to the federal authorities since 2017.

On the evening of September 16, the Christians were 

abducted and St Mary's Church in Nchang (South West 

region) was burned down.

Murders, ransackings and kidnappings have become 

frequent in this region, where armed separatist groups 

regularly target schools and teachers in particular, but 

also Catholic and Protestant churches and their prelates. 

But the bishops of the region assure that Friday's 

kidnapping is "completely unprecedented" in its scale.

Last month, Archbishop Andrew Nkea, the president of the 

Ecclesiastical Province of Bamenda, did not give any 

details of the attack, did not attribute it to anyone in 

particular and said that the kidnappers had given "no 

concrete reason" for the act.

In the communiqué issued by Bishop Aloysius Fondong 

Abangalo, Sunday, no information on the kidnappers was 

given.

"Taking away the freedom of our brothers and sisters to 

make money at all cost is inhumane", the bishop of Mamfe 

simply condemned.

Africanews with AFP C 

Impact of rising inflation on workers across globe

Picture of a hundred US dollar bills on top of Colombian peso bills taken in Bogota, on October 24, 2022.  -  Copyright 
© africanewsDANIEL MUNOZ/AFP or licensors

11 killed in fire at Uganda school for the blind - police

A fire remains inside the burnt building at the Ivory 
Tower of Makerere University in Kampal on 

September 20, 2020.  -  Copyright © africanews 
BADRU KATUMBA/AFP or licensors

Ghana's ruling party lawmakers 
demand dismissal of finance minister

Ghana's Finance Minister Ken Ofori-Atta speaks during the G-24 news conference at the  -  
Copyright © africanews Jose Luis Magana/AP

Priests, laypeople and a religious sister 
kidnapped in Cameroon's west, freed

An empty street by closed shops in Buea, the capital of the anglophone Cameroonian South West region,
E  on September 30, 2017.  -  Copyright © africanews STRINGER/AFP or licensors
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